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P R O C E E D I N G S  (7 :45  p.m. 

CHAIRMAN: Good evening. I'd like to introduce myself. I'm 


Hank Nolden from Washington, D.C., representing the Interior
De­


partment and the Bureauof Land Management for the hearing this 


evening. I'd like to introduce the other panel members here, 


and since you're sittingdown, I'd like to ask them to rise. On 


y right isFran Ullmer, representing the Governor's office here 


n Alaska. She is also the chairmanof the Coastal Policy Com­


mittee. That may interest you all. Next to Franis David Page. 


e's also from Washington, D.C., Department of the Interior.
He 


represents the Energy and Minerals side of the Department.
The 


next gentleman is Tom Cook. You may have seen Tom before. He's 


from the State of Alaska. He represents theDepartment of Natural 


Resources. And next toTom is Bob Brock of
the Bureau of Land 


Management, manager of our OCS office in Anchorage. And finally, 


s Hoyle Hamilton from the
State of Alaska, representing the Oil 


and Gas Commission. I have on my left, Gemma Adams who is our 


court reporter tonight, andshe will try to record everything 


hat you say so that we may use this in our Impact Statement, 


final preparation. In front of us is someone thatyou certainly 


o know, Emily WilsonIpolock, whowill translate for us and for 


you so that you all understand what we say. Emily? Do youwant 


o briefly state that? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: We have come to the North Slope to hear what you 
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have t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s a l e  h e r e  i n  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a ;  

andtheEIS,whichthe BLM andtheS ta t ehaveprepa red .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: N o  dec is ionhasbeen  made y e ta b o u tw h e t h e rt h e  

S ta teandtheFedera lGovernment  w i l l  goaheadandhave t h i s  sa leor n o t .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: I n  a fewmonths,Governor Hammond and t h eS e c r e t a r y  

f t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Cecil Andrus, w i l l  make a d e c i s i o n .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: You, yourse l f ,canhave  a p a r t  i n  making t h a t  

decisionby t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  t o  ustoday;because w e  w i l l  make 

sure t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  g e t s  t o  theGovernorand t o  theSecretary 

b e f o r e  t h e y  make up t h e i r  minds. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: Here i s  how w e  w i l l  h o l dt h e s eh e a r i n g s .  Anyone 

who wants t o ,  c a nt e s t i f y .  You c a nt e s t i f yi nE n g l i s h  o r  i n  Inupiat. 

Both are okay. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

2c CHAIRMAN: I f  you t e s t i f yi nE n g l i s h ,p l e a s eg i v eu sy o u r  

21. name f i r s t  and i f  youcanspe l l  i t ,  p l e a s e  s p e l l  i t ,  so t h a t  w e  

22! canrecord  it proper ly .Every th ingyousay  w i l l  go d i r e c t l y  i n t o  

2:3 t hereco rd .  

24 INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  


2! CHAIRMAN: If you t e s t i f yi nI n u p i a t ,e v e r y t h i n gy o u  w i l l  
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say will stillgo into the record, butit will take some extra 


work. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Here is how we will take Inupiat testimony. You 


us
will get up and tell your name, thenyou will say what you 


have to in Inupiat.We will not interruptyou while you are talk­


ing. We will record what you say on tape. After you finish talking, 


8 the translator will get up and summarize whatyou've said. This 

9 is just tokeep us informed of whatyou are saying. 

10 INTERPRETER:(Inupiat) 


11 CHAIRMAN: After we go back to Anchorage,we will have a 


12 translator listen to the recording of that you have said; 


13 then the translator will put all ofyour words into English and 


14 everything you have told us will be in the record. 


15 INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 

16 CHAIRMAN: We expect to useyour testimony when we rewrite 

17 the Environmental Impact Statement into final form. If there 

18 are any mistakes in the draft impact statementand if you know 

19 of different information that we should use, please, let us know. 

20 If there are important things thatwe have not talked about, please 

21 let us know. 

22 INTERPRETER:(Inupiat) 

23I CHAIRMAN: You're testimony here tonight is very important 

24 to us because it will help us bringus improve this EIS; and help 

25 your information and opinions to the decision makers for this 

-9-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  

ANCHORAGE,ALASKA 9 9 5 0 1  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

kind 

proposed lease sale. It will help us decide what we should do 


about the Beaufort Sea. We ask you towatch your time so all 


of you can testify tonight. Thank you for your help. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, we can proceed. Would 


to call the people
or will they..the order of people 


start uh, why don't I leaveit up toyou? 


you like 


like
to 


12 


14 


15 


1E 


17 


1 E  

1s 


2c 

21 


21 

22 


24 


25 


MICHAEL JEFFERY: Yeah, uh, just for therecord, my name 


is Michael Jeffery. J-E-F-F-E-R-Y, and
I'm an attorney for Alaska 


Legal Servicesand representing, helpingto represent the villages 


of Kaktovik, Nuiqsut and Barrow inoff shore development matters. 


help
I'm just here today to observe the hearing andout in anyway 


I can; but I think the thing that's going
to make the..the most 


comfortable for the villagers is of done informally and 


there's not really a set order, uhm, of the way peopleare going 


to testify.. I think the Village Council did have
a resolution 


regarding some of the procedural things and maybe that's where 


we ought to start. 


WALT AUDI: My name is Walt Audi, A-U-D-I, Mayorof Kaktovik. 

This resolution was made upby the City Council. Resolution 

79-6.  If I'm not talking loud enough, sayso. 

MS ULLMER: Could you speak a little louder? 


WALT AUDI: A Resolution concerning the Kaktovik PublicHearing 


on theDraft Environmental Impact statement on theproposed Federal 


and State Beaufort Seaoil and gas lease sale. Whereas, the 
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Kaktovik City Council has opposed off shore development in the 


Beaufort Sea since April, 1978
when the planswere first publicly 


announced,we have also enjoinedother Beaufort Sea communities 


in lawsuits to try and stop Exxon'sDuck Island, well number 


one, built on a gravelpad at the mouthof the Sag River, east 


of Prudhoe Bay, and whereas, the first public hearing
on the 


Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed
Federal, 


State BeaufortSea, OCS oil gas lease sale is being held in our 


village May 15, 1979, and whereas, many citizens in our villages 


have difficulty in speaking and understanding English because 


the Native languageof most of our village people is Inupiat 


Eskimo, and whereas, our village appreciates
the effort of the 


government, the Government is making to to our village to 


listen to our citizens, that
we too, want to make sure that our 

testimony is fully understood byall concerned. And whereas, 

full English translationon the Inupiat language hearings in 

Barrow, Alaska in September 1977 concernedthe Draft Environmental 


Impact Statement aboutthe regulating of Bowhead Whale hunting 


was partially done at Government expense and made a part
of the 


official record for that Environmental Impact Statement, and 


whereas, similiar arrangementsfor this hearing have made sure 


that testimony of the village people will receive proper consider­


ation by the Government, now, therefore, be it resolved that 


the City Council of Kaktovik hereby reaffirms
its opposition 


to the proposed Federal, State Beaufort
Sea, OCS oiland gas 
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expert 

lease sale now being proposed forDecember, 1979. Two, expresses 

its thanks to the Honorable Guy Martin, Assistant Secretary of 

Interior, to the Honorable JayHammond, Governor of Alaska and 


any other persons involved in scheduling
of the hearing in our 


village. Three, states that a complete written English
translation 


of the Inupiat language testimony
of the public hearingson the 


Alaska Environmental Impact Statement, the proposed
Federal, 


State Beaufor Seaoil and gas lease sale
must be properly prepared 


and included as an
official part of the record of these hearings 


in time for its consideration in the final Environmental Impact 


Statement. Four, states that this complete translation
must 


be prepared in addition to any
oral English summary given at 


the time of the hearings in order that the valuabletestimony 


of those people are fully understood. Introduced May14, 1979. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. We accept this as written testimony. 


Would you want to summarize it for them? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Anyone who'd like to testify, please, 


stand and testify. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Please, don't be afraid. We're here to listen 


to whateveryou have to say so..uh, per
rhaps the first one should 


volunteer. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


ISACCAKOOTCHOOK:(Inupiat) 
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INTERPRETER: Okay. His name is Isacc Akootchook, A-K-O-


O-T-C-H-O-O-K. He was born and raised at Kaktovik. For fifty-


seven years, he's lived here. And he says nothingis grown here 


like downin the States they grow vegetables
and stuff like that. 


Nothing is grown hereat Kaktovik. We survive on ducks, fish 


and whales and these are the animals
we love. Whales have been 


killed elsewhere and nothing has been ever said them. How 


they werekilled, either by oil, and we don't know if they ever 


got sickor what but we donot know what goes on. And he states 


if
that you people do not know what is going on and we talk about 


things, maybe you will understand howwe feel. Whales from here, 


Kaktovik, from here to Herschel Island travel about two weeks 


feeding, don't know how they travel. But theydo feed from Kak­


tovik to Herschel Island. We know this Kaktovik area, this Barter 


Island. We know the area here. We know how animals travel, 


I what lives here andwe don't know what whalesdo atRomanof Point, 

1 from down there in
that area, we don't know what they do. He 


that
1 EI said he will not be afraid to talk and he says if we get 

19I together and talk thingsover, maybe you guys will understand 

2c what he's saying. And he loves to eat these animals thatwas 

21 mentioned, ducks, fish, whale. There are hunters that come here 

22I 'with money and they don't like to emphasizethat, here, at Kaktovik 

22i But they do come. The sport hunters, I guess, that'swhat he's 

' 24I talking about. But they are the lawmakers. Then they will under-

25 stand, or, you guys will understand what we are trying, how 
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we are tryingto live here andwhat kind of laws we're trying 


to live by. He says that he does not, sometimes, he does not 


understand English verywell, but our language is understood 


amongst us. Then, he said, he might have another testimony later 


on, once this starts going. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much. Please, someone else, testify. 


(Pause) Perhaps Ican ask Isacc a question. He mentioned that 


the whales move through the area fortwoa week period fromHerschel 


Island to here. When..what time of year? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: (Inupiat) September to October. 


INTERPRETER: From Herschel Island, they, uhm, from Dew Line 


Station, they call him over here all the time. They
know by 


phone and some of thesewhales, they are very playful. They 


go back and forth. They're playing around and then they actually 


start traveling by September. In late August is when they start 


traveling from Herschel Island to here. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much. That was an excellent state­


ment. Please, someone else testify. 


JONAS NINEOK: I am Jonas Nineok. (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER: His name is Jonas Nineok, N-E..correction. 


N-I-N-E-O-K. He doesn't know where he is born but he live..he 


was born on Barter Island. He has lived at Barrow and he is 
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now living here. He says he listen to..when the whales are travel, 


.ing close to land on the ocean and when the whale is caught 


underneath the ice, it's stomach is always full of mud, when 


it's traveling underneath the ice. And he is not for lease 


sale at all. He does not want any leasesale, simply because 


he cannot live without these subsistence that he's used 


to and he gets sick. Or, anybody, if they are born and raised 


with this subsistence animals, then uh, he have a hard time. 


It does not make any difference whether it's a seal
or fish. 


He's used to that kindof food. And if there's an oil spill, 


oil is harmful to either man
or any animals. He's using example, 


like in Barrow there
was ducks when there was an oil spill a 


long time ago. Maybe, I guess, they did havean oil spill, and 


all the ducks were killed because of thatoil spill. Just using 


that as an example. If these people are stopped from these ani­


used
mals for their subsistence, whatever they are to eating, 


they don'tknow how they are goingto survive. He is not..this 


is the simple reason why he
does not want any lease sale. And 


he thankyou for comingover here forto listen to what they 


are saying. And he said, if we talk thingsover, maybe something 


will come up so that you can understandwhat is being said also. 


CHAIRMAN: Can I ask him a question? How, how does he think 


the lease sale will affect the
whale? Will it be because of 


oil spill or..what other reason
does he think? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 
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us 

1 JONAS NINEOK:(Inupiat) 


2 INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) If there's a drill..or if there's 


3 a driller down in the ocean, through theice and there's an oil 


4 spill, oil is going to scatter all over and that's how it's going 


5I to be harmfulto the animals. 


EI CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much. I know there are others 


tell
7f 

here that would like very much to us things as to how they 

Ei feel about this proposal,s o ,  perhaps, Emilycan translate what 

E I'm saying. I would hopethat they would speakup. 

1 tI INTERPRETER: I'm sorry. What was it youwere saying? 

1:I CHAIRMAN: I know that there are others here that would like 

21: to tellus things andI would hope that they would speak
up. 
3 Okay.1: INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) 

11	4 HERMAN REXFORD: My name Herman Rexford. I from, originally 

5l8 from Point Barrow. I live here since 1941. Every sinceI lived 
16 here all the time. I will speak in Eskimo. (Inupiat) 
17 INTERPRETER: His name is Herman Rexford. R-E-X-F-O-R-D. 

18 He was born and raised..bornat Barrow but lived at Barter Island 

19 since 1941. And he has lived here since then. He's been thinking 

20 since the lease sale started, to the Inupiat people, the sub-

21 sistence, the subsistence animals are importantto us. And it's 

22 getting harder and harder for to live thisway and not old 

23 way on subsistence animals. The animals are getting further 

2:4 and further away fromus. This winters, for an example,we 

215 hardly see any animals around here. And he says, the planes, 
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the ships,are very very noisey for these animals and can 


drive them away. He said he's been out hunting before and he 


can hear,and with theirown ears, the animals can hear better 


than the human being. The noise will interrupt seals, polar 


bears, whales, fish or whatever. This lease sale that's been 


talked about bythe oil and gas industry is two people
that are 


going to decide. Governor Hammond and
Cecil Andrus will decide 


either for saleor not. He does not, Herman, does not believe, 


or, does not want subsistence living stopped because is 


the waywe live andwe love to eat these subsistence animals. 


They have lived here..he has lived here before
the oil and gas 


industies come in and he has spend ayear at Prudhoe Bay. He 


said that therewas fish in rivers, fish
in lakes and isit still 


possible to fish there now? He does not know. In talking about 


ice conditions, the ice he's using
current is very swift and 


this example down here. The islands down here, they have piled 


up ice righton top. Once the ice starts piling,it can go any-


time. And it will scare peopleonce it starts piling up. And 


he does not know this..if it starts piling, the ice starts piling 


up, he doesn't know what's goingto happen. And it will hurt 


our Inupiat people. The oil spill. And we hear drillings around 


here in our area. And he wants these two people, Governor Hammond 


and Cecil Andrus toknow that theydo not want lease sale. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much, Herman. Very good statement. 


Please, someoneelse, tell us whatyou feel about this lease 
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sale proposal. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


MIKE EDWARDS: My name's Mike Edwards. I'm a school teacher 


here at the school. I've lived on the North Slope Borough since 


1974 and I would like
to present the panelwith a petition, may 


I read it? May 15, 1979. We the undersigned,which is 100% 


of the high school and junior high students
of Kaktovik High 


8 School, of Kaveolook HighSchool, excuse me, Kaktovik, Alaska, 


9 strongly opposethe off shore lease salein the Beaufort Sea. 


10 We depend on fish, seal, whaleand water fowlas the main part 


11 of our diet and we donot want anything to happen that might 


12 take these foods away from
us. We also oppose anything that 


13 would jeopardize our subsistence way of life,
which is very much 


14 a part of our Native culture. And I have copiesof this for 


(See
Attachment) you.
15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


CHAIRMAN: Very good. 


MIKE EDWARDS: Uhm, to reiterate just a littlebit, what 


Mr. Rexford said. Oil spills isn't, isnot the main concern. 


It is one of the concerns. But noise is very
much a partof 


the way the animals move
up here. The Inupiat have beenwith 


the animals here for the years and they are very a..I 


part
feel the Inupiat people are very much a of the environment 


themselves. They are part of the foodchain. And as time has 


gone, and they've gone from hunting
on foot to huntingby dog 

team to huntingby snow machine, they have seenthe animals move 
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area 

seal 

further away from them. And as helicopters and hercs and ships 


and more boats come into the to develop something like the 


proposed off shore sale, we all know
if this does go through, 


that there's goingto be a lotof action out there. It's inevitable 


area
that the animals that use this to migrate are going to change 


their patterns of migration. We all know that oil spills are 


bad but it's not the only thing.The noise and the amount of 


people can also change the animal's migration patterns.
It's 


straight fromthe ESI that commercial foods can be substituted 


for the subsistence foods that these people eat. That commercial 


foods holds as much nutrients as the subsistence foods.
This 


is false. Besides, commercial foods costing much more than sub­


sistence foods do, uhm, they are harder to prepare. I don't 


know if you are familiar but many..many of the subsistence foods 


are eaten raw, frozen. And I don't know of any commercial meat 


that tastes well eatenraw, frozen. So, if you were to substitute 


steak for muktuk, for one thing,
it doesn't hold the nutritional 


value as muktuk holds. There isn't another food sourcethat 


protects the Inupiat people from the cold like oil and muktuk 


and as you take away parts of the foodchain, of any foodchain, 


the foodchain is altered and they eventually,
you know, die. 


And I feel that ifyou take away the subsistence foodof the 


Inupiat Eskimo, which includes seal,
whale, water fowland fish, 


that their way of living is going to change dramatically and 


the Inupiat, as being part of the foodchain,
will cease. Thank 


you. 
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CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mike. Would you like to, briefly, 


tell the peoplewhat he said? 


INTERPRETER: Okay. I did not get it all, but okay. (Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much, Mike. You have a statement 


to 	 bring us? 


MIKE EDWARDS: Yes. (Petition) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I just think I'll ask a question and 


perhaps someone would like to answer
it. How close do the whales 


uh, how deep of water
come to the shore, do they needwhen they 


pass by? And, of course, I'm thinking, howclose do they get 


to uh, do they go through the lease area, as
you know it? Do 


they go into the lagoons? 


MICHAEL JEFFERY: Perhaps, you could rephrase that and ask 


them what the shallowest water they see whales in. 


CHAIRMAN: All right. What are the shallowest waters that 


you've seen whalesin, in essence, is the question. 


ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: I got an example for your question. Six 


years ago, on the Elson Bay, way down, about fifteen
miles, they 


got a bay righton there, you know. And we float from Barrow 


and we saw the whales right
by the shore. (Inupiat)But, how 


deep is it, I don'tknow, but we see the water is colored.You 


know, they hit the bottom
so that,.dirt really much,you know. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much, Isacc. Would you like to 


translate him? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 
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HERMANREXFORD:I'm Herman, again. (Inupiat) Oh, nine 


feet, ten feetmaybe. (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


HERMAN (Inupiat)
REXFORD: (Laughter) 


INTERPRETER: He say..his name is Herman Rexford. He's the 


one that testified before.He says uh, when they
were out hunting 


whales down herein the shallow area,in the area down here, 


the whalewas not very big. Nine to ten feet, maybe. And it 


traveled in the shallow water and he say, were trying to 


kill it and it would roll around in the mud. And they lost the 


whale. But they do travel in the shallow
water, especially when 


feeding. They can come close to the shore. And this was when 


they first started whaling.That is what Iwas asking him. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much, Herman. 


BOB BROCK: How far away from this village
do the people 


go whaling? Along the shoreline? 


INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) About thirty miles out. The first 


time, I missed that point. The reason why they lost the whale 


was because a boatcame around. They call it aLVD, I guess, 


boat, came around and they lost the whale.It went down further 


and further, then they lostit. That's what I missed. 


CHAIRMAN: Yes, Sir? 


NOLAN SOLOMAN: Before we go into questions, I think
we should 


talk a little bit more. (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER: He thinks that more people are going to give 
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testimonies first. 


CHAIRMAN: Fine. Please rise and give some testimony. 


NOLAN SOLOMAN: (Inupiat) My name is Nolan Soloman. And 


I was born in Wainwright. And I live mostly, allmy life, here 


in Alaska. (Inupiat) And I have been, all my life, live on sub­


sistence way of life. Hunting, fishing. Not only way of support 


my family, but wayof sharing. Today's life, the subsistant 


way, is getting harder to live each year. (Inupiat) Mainly because 


since oil companies started they are hitting us through land, 


rivers, seas, air. Oil companies are polluting all theland 


with their industries. Polluting air, dumping waste to our land, 


lakes, rivers and seas. There used to be lots of caribou. There 


used to be hundredsout there. They calf, they migrateby the 


hundreds. Today, you can hardly see any. I think strongly be-


cause of air traffic. Small planes and helicopters fly fifty 


feet above the coast land. (Inupiat) (Laughter) Driving our 


caribou away from their calving and migrating patterns 


and also cause caribou to leave their young. And, we all know, 


that can only mean a prey for meat eating animals. (Inupiat) 


Now, I want to talk a little bit about OCS.First of all, for 


those peoplewho don't know me. People fromWashington, or where 


ever you came from. I want to introduce myselfas a captain. 


I am a whaling captain here in Beaufort Sea.
I am one of the 


five, here. And I watch. I got ears. I got eyes to see out 


there in the ocean
what might happen whilewe're out there. And 
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we only whale in fall time. Also, fish and hunt birds, ducks, 


only in the spring and fall.Now, I want to express
my own feeling, 


what might happen if there is a sale,
oil spill. I want to express 


my feelings inmy own tongue. Because, I can't, I can't..I don't 


understand big words you people say. (Inupiat) They going to 


wipe us out. We're only about ninety some miles (Inupiat) They 


going to wipe everything. (Inupiat) I tell themwhat might happen. 


(Inupiat) I am opposed to that. Only for a reason. (Inupiat) 


What might happen next
year or this year. (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER: His name is Nolan Soloman. He already give 


testimony. You heard part of it. I will-­


CHAIRMAN: What is his name? 


INTERPRETER: Nolan Soloman. S-O-L-O-M-A-N. He was born 


at Wainwright. Lived in Alaska all his life. Says he will speak 


in Inupiat language. He don't know too much Englishbut he does 


speak it. He said he lived here eleven yearsat Kaktovik and 


married and has three boys. And he's lived
by Beaufort Sea and 


he's on subsistence wayof life. Not only for my family but 


for sharingwith other people here at Kaktovik. And subsistence 


living is getting harder and harder. We're being by this 


very hard. By seas, land and by air. And by the oil industries, 


there's pollution, air, seas and lakes and lagoonsor rivers. 


Caribous long ago, they calved and migrateby hundreds. And 


today we hardly see these because the planes
are noisey, big 


o r  small. Small planes, he see, travel fifty feet above the 

I 
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coast line,so that, he says that kindof disturbs the subsistence 


animals. And he says hewant to introduce himself to the OCS 


people. People from Washington,D.C., as a captain of a whaling 


crew. One of the five captains. He said he's got ears and eyes 


to see what is going on. In his own feelings, if there's a lease 


oil spill, while the industry is drilling and they're going
further 


and further towards the sea. If there's a blow
out, it will 


wipe us out. Either that way or this way. He says these are 


the things we should tellyou people howwe feel. And he's opposed 


to lease sale. Not only to ourselves but toour children. We 


must be talking about our children. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, very much, Nolan. I also agree with 


Nolan that we'd like to hear the testimony before additional 


questions. Please, if there is anyone elsewho has something 


to say, please, rise. 


ARCHIE BROWER: My name is Archie Brower and I
was born in 


Barrow and raised there. I came to Barter Island the first time 


in 1949 and moved here in 1956. I got a testimony here that's 


in the form of an affidavitI made in December of 1978. I'd 


like to give this to
the panel and besidesthis, I got additional 


for my testimony.
(Affidavit, see Attachment) 


I'm opposed tothis oil lease sale on account of lot of things. 


On our way of life, in our way of our animals. Our animals reach 


along the coast. Just like you guys on having a gardenor a 


farm where you grow vegetables. Like that. We don't grow any 
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to 

of that up here. And uh, let me say this. Our, just like from 


Brooks Range all the way to the ocean is our garden. We 


feed on that. On sheep, caribou, seals, fish, whales. We feed 


on that just likeour garden just likeyou folks have garden 


around you in your places where you grow vegetables. The whole 


place from the mountains the ocean is just like
our garden. 


We feed on it. And if there's a major blowout on the ocean, 


and I read part of the
ESI, there's no way of knowing how much 


that blowout is under the ice and they got
no way of knowing 


if they going to clean it out. During the winter months, if 


that happens, if the breakup
comes, the ice goesout, it's going 

to take thato i l  all along the coast. Might be thousandsof 


miles. And it would destroy our fish, seals and whales and polar 


bears that feed..just like seals feedingon fish. Seals feeding 


on seals and they going to
on fish and polar bears feeding wipe 


all thatout on this major blowout, if it happens on the ocean. 


And I'm more opposed tothat in that statement. Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Art. Can you tell us Art's last name? 


INTERPRETER:ArchieBrower. B-R-O-W-E-R. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you for the affidavit. That will go into 


the record. Please, someone else, speak. We appreciate this 


very very much. 


WALT AUDI: I'll take a crack at it. My name's Walt Audi. 


A-U-D-I. This is my personal comment,not as the Mayor. As 


you can see, I'm not indegenous of this area but I have been 
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here for fifteen years and I've been atkinds of meetings.
all 


I feelmy concerns are not as great becauseI, possibly, can 


leave and put roots down someplace else where my friends and 


neighbors, they couldn'tdo it. I'm not going to comment much 


E I S ,  except that after reviewingon the text of the it to the 

best of my ability,I can't see how those decision makers can 


possibly go ahead at this time with the lease
sale, except for 


monetary reasons, of course. One statement thatwas in the study 


was that the people of the area donot need subsistence food 


but can be replaced with commercial lines of food.Well, from 


the mouthsof babes, so to speak, uh, I have two children that 


were raised here in Kaktovik, fifteen and sixteen
years old and 


recently both of them related to me that their friends didn't 


like tocome to our house around dinner time because they
were 


afraid they were going to have to eat with us. And I 


assure you, the cooking is verygood at our house. So, I can 


only surmise that they don't like the type of
food, which is, 


for the most part, commercial products.
And I probably wouldn't 


eat it either if I could get out and get my own.
I don't know 


if that says anything or not. Next, I'd like to comment, not 


on the textof the study buton the procedures taken. We received 


these large volumes a couple of weeks before this meeting and 


uh, of which fifty per cent of the people here can't even read 


it. Forty-five per cent can't interpret it or understand it 


if they can read it. That leaves five per cent that are already 
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text? 

overburdened with responsibilities. I realize this procedure 


works where ever you come from butuh, it simply don't cut
it 


up here. Here and now, anyhow. I don't have an answer to this 


problem. If the people of these communities had the capabilities 


to deal with this, full fare, there not be thewide gap 


between the life style of this area and industry.
S o ,  what's 

the rush? The oil will still be there in twentyor thirty years. 


Give us a chance to learn and perhaps the industry can
come up 


with a methodto recover it in a safe manner. Thanks for
your 


time and I haven't got this typed up to you.
so I can't give it 


I justwrote it. 


CHAIRMAN: That's fine, Walt. We have it on tape. A very 


good statement. Perhaps you'll bear with me if
I ask you a question. 


Although you stated thatyou don't know the answer, perhaps, 


you could give us some of what, what better way could
we 


get information about a proposal like this without having such 


a large volume of information? 


WALT AUDI: I don't know. I'll leave that up to somebody 


that deals in those areas. I don't think anybody's ever taken 


the time to think about
it, really. 


CHAIRMAN: Well, let me explain. We've talked about making 


very simple summaries about what
we think the impacts would be 


of such a-­


WALT AUDI: That's, that's not what I mean. How do you edu­


cate everybody who can't read, what is in that You know? 
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I ft h e yc a n ' tr e a di t ?  I t  canberead t o  them,but..maybe w e  

shouldhavetakentha tonour  own b u t  w i t h  twoweeks,you c a n ' t  

develop a p r o g r a m  f a s t .  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou,very much. 

INTERPRETER: What w a s  yourques t ion?  Was it w h a tb e t t e r  

ways t o  educa tethepeop le?  Was t h a ty o u rq u e s t i o n ?  

CHAIRMAN: What b e t t e r  ways w e  canhelpthesepeopleunder­

s tandwhat  i s  i n  t h e  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t .  

BOB BROCK: Walt, how about  a videotapeprogram? 

WALT A U D I :  T h e r e  poss ib lycou ldbe  a s tudy  make on t h a t  

p r o j e c t .  Maybe somebody could come upwithsomething. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: We a r ec h a n g i n gt h et a p e .I fy o u ' l lb e a rw i t h  

usfortwentyseconds .  

(OFF THE RECORD) 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou f o rw a i t i n g .Y o u ' l ln o t i c eI ' v et a k e n  

my sweater o f f .You 've  warmed m e  up w i t h  yourtestimony.Again, 

I ' l l  s a y  p l e a s e ,  i f  t h e r e ' s  a n y  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  would l i k e  

t o  t e s t i f y .T h e r ea r e  two i n  t h e  back room. P leasespeakou t .  

JAMES KILLBEAR: My name i s  James Ki l lbea rand  I want t o  

expres s  my f e e l i n g sa b o u tt h eB e a u f o r tS e ao i l  sale.  We d o n ' t  

farmourhamburgers ,porkchops,s teaksandchickenandpoul t ry  

l i k e  youdo. We dependonthewhale ,f i sh ,  sea l ,  ca r ibou .  What 

i f  t h e  o i l  s a l e  comesup? What i f  it pass?  What w e  g o i n gt o  

e a to n ?  The sound car r ies .  Ocean c a r r i e st h e  sound a longways. 

- 2 8 -
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

route 

and 

21 


22 


23 


24 

25 

What if whale decides to take another when it migrates? 

Further out? What are we going to liveon? And that's my state-

men . t 
CHAIRMAN: Emily, what's his last name? 


INTERPRETER:Killbear.K-I-L-L-B-E-A-R. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, James. Another person that has a state­


ment? 


JOHN ARMSTRONG: My name's John Armstrong and I've lived 


years and I've lived among
in Kaktovik for four the Eskimo people 


for thirteen as a teacher.I'm partly responsible for the know-


ledge allmy students have,who I guess are here representing 


what they know. As a biology teacher, physics teacher and an 


English teacher in the Kaveolook High School, they are quite 


knowledgable ofwhat the whale eats. As mentioned, that is like 


a pasture out there. Whales feedon the algae, which is a green, 


aquatic, vegetational growth. And if thereis an oil spill, 


and the oil companies cannot assure these people, that there 


is:a possibilityof a blowout, as has been spoken,
or an oil 


spill, willdefinitely break the foodchain of those aquatic animals 


The algae, the spider plankton that
feed upon the algae, the 


small fish that feed upon the spider plankton and the fish that 


eat the other fish the seal and on as has been mentioned, 


the bears, theseals, all, form a foodchain link. An oil spill 


would definetly break that link and it will be irreparable. And 


our lives, ourchildren's, children's, children's,and they cannot 


-29-
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  
ANCHORAGE,ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

feed 

but 

to 

1E 


17 


1 E  

1: 

2c 

21 

2; 

24 

2! 

2! 

assure us but what itwill be thousandsof years before an oil 


spill out here in the oceans would ever clear
up. An oil spill. 


This would be tragic. These people have no assurance that there 


won't be hard pressing times when they'll have to revert back 


to eating and living totallyon subsistence living. None of 


you can assure that there
won't be another depressionor recession 


They're not assured of wages next year. They're not assured 


of food tenyears from now. And if you destroy that sea, if 


you destroy thatwater front, you're destroying theirsubsistence. 


Twenty years fromnow, this could havean effect upon these people 


and their daily living. Their food supply. Those of you that 


are old enough to recall the last depression,
you get hungry 


enough to eat each other. These
people..you ask anybody, you 


couldn't buy the trouble that it would
cause to have one oil 


spill. And I can assure you, Exxon, BP or Sohio will not come 


up here and be the benevolent benifactors and these people. 


They won't guarantee them that. One last statement. And I'm 


serious aboutthis, that livingwith the people, and they are 


neighbors of mine. I spend ten months ayear living with them, 


I don't dislike muktuk it has more food value for these people 


than any beef steakor any uh, tacos like
we had the other night. 


And I don't think they cared too much
for the taco party. S o ,  

you must understand so you can convey this back the people 

in Washington. That for some of us that are watching this...my 
goodness. They've got the oil shale. Why don't they render 

-30-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EASTFOURTHAVENUE - 2 7 7 - 6 9 2 2  

ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 9 9 5 0 1  



1 


2 

3 


4 

5 

6 


7 


0 

9 

1 c  

11 


1; 


1: 


11 


l! 


1( 


1' 


1I 

1' 


2' 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

)il out of the oil shale? Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Go ahead, Emily. 


INTERPRETER: John Armstrong.A-R-M-S-T-R-O-N-G. 


Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: John, thank you very much. Would you like to 


live a statement? 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Yes. My name's Cynthia Wentworth. I 


work for the NorthSlope Borough Planning Department and I've 


been working on subsistence in the villageof Kaktovik offand 


on for a period ofabout two years. I've spent about six months 


in the village. And I take exception to the statement in the 


:IS that saysthat nutritionally, the problem
of the loss of 


subsistencecould be solved bythe substitution of commercially 


processed food. I'm one of many people herewho takes exception 


to that. And uh, I was fortunate in being ableto obtain some 


concrete data on the relationship andvalue of subsistence foods 


compared to commercial food. I obtained this information from 


.he Cooperative Extension Service
in Fairbanks andit compares 


the value of mammals, subsistence mammals that are
used in this 

area with the food valueof beef. And I've made several charts. 

I’ve made them in page sized form to be submitted asofpart 

my written comments. I've also made themin big chart form, 

which I'd like to show here tonight. I'd like to show them and 

I’d like to tape them up becauseI think they show some very 


importantinformation. 
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CHAIRMAN: I f  youhavethepages i zedones ,pe rhaps  w e  could  

usethemhereandyoucould show t h e  o t h e r s .  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Okay. And I ' m  go ing  t o  need t o  have 

t h a t  b a c k  t o  make some copies and I ' l l  g i v e  i t  t o  you i n  F a i r b a n k s  

CHAIRMAN: Sure.  you..Thank 

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: T h i s  f i rs t  c h a r t  shows t h e  amount of 

pro te in .Emi ly ,anyt imeyouwant  t o  s t o pa n dt r a n s l a t e ,y o u  

c o u l dt o o .I fy o ud o n ' tw a n t  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  e n d .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

( C h a r t s  are h e l du pb e f o r et h ea u d i e n c e )  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Y e s .  I w a n tt h ep e o p l ei nt h ef r o n t  

t o  b ea b l e  t o  see too. Butuh,  I ' v e  w r i t t e nb o t ht h eE n g l i s h  

andInup ia t  name t h e r e .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: The v a l u eo fs u b s i s t e n c ef o o di n  terms 

o fp r o t e i n  i s  measuredingrams.  And youcan see t h e r e  t h a t  

uh ,andtheytookthe  same amountfromeachone.Theytookone 

hundredgramsofeachtypeof  meat. And a hundredgramsofbeef 

has  less thantwentygramsofpro te in ;whereas ,car ibouhas  almost 

t h i r t y  grams. And thenyouhave ,thenex tone  i s  moose, Tut tuvak 

p o l a rb e a r ,n a n u q ,b e l u g a ,k i l a l u g a k ,t h en e x to n e  i s  ugruk,  

bearded sea l ,  a n dh a i r  seal  or  n a t c h i k ,a n ds q u i r r e l  o r  s i k s r i k ,  

andthenwhale  or aguik .  I know my p r o n o u n c i a t i o n si nI n u p i a t  

a r e n ' te x a c t l yr i g h t .  You can  see t h a t  a l l  o ft h es u b s i s t e n c e  

mammals tha tpeop ledependonhere  are h i g h e r  i n  p r o t e i n  t h a n  
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b e e f ,e x c e p tf o rs q u i r r e l .  A l l  t h eo t h e ro n e s  are much h i g h e r .  

Okay. You can t r ans l a t e  now. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Okay.The nex tg raph  i s  onfoodenergy,  

o r  c a l o r i e s .C a l o r i e sa r es o m e t h i n gt h a te v e r y b o d yn e e d sb u t  

i f  youhave too many c a l o r i e s ,  y o u ' l l  g e t  f a t  a n d  u h ,  t h i s  g r a p h  

shows t h a tb e e fh a s  a l o t  more c a l o r i e s  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  subsistence 

foods.  And t h i s  i s  good because it g i v e sy o ut h ep r o t e i n sw i t h o u t  

makingyou f a t .  N o w ,  i f  youwant t o  g e tt h i sf o o de n e r g y ,  more 

ca lo r i e s ,youcana lways  ea t  seal  o i l  o r  muktukand i ne a c hg r a p h ,  

i t ' s  t h e  same o r d e r  of a n i m a l s .B e e fa n dt h e nt u t t u ,t u t t u v a k ,  

n a n u q ,k i l a u g a k ,u g r u k ,n a t c h i k ,s i k s r i ka n da g u i k .  Calories 

a r e n ' tt h e  same a sf a t .T h e y ' r ef o o de n e r g y .T h e y ' r e  a measure 

offoodenergy. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: I t ' s  hardbecause  I ' m  n o t  a n u t i r t i o n i s t  

b u t  c a l o r i e s  a r e  a measureof food energyanduh,i fyou ,every  

personneeds  a c e r t a i n  amountof c a l o r i e s  b u t  i f  you ea t  too 

many calor ies ,  y o u ' l l  g e t  t o o  f a t  a n d  t h e  good th ingabou tsub­

sistence food i s  t h a t  i t ' l l  giveyou a l o t  o f  p r o t e i n  w i t h o u t  

g i v i n gy o ut h o s ec a l o r i e s .  You c a ng e tt h ee n e r g yt h e n  by e a t i n g  

muktukand s e a l  o i l  becausemuktukand seal  o i l  has  a l o t  of 

c a l o r i e s  andhas more calories t h a no t h e rt y p e so ff o o d .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Thisnextgraphshows a m i n e r a lc a l l e d  

- 3 3 -
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

seal 

beef 

12 


14 


1 E  

1E 


17 


If 


15 


2c 

21 

22 


2: 

21 

21 

calcium. This is another mineral that is very important
fo r  

everybody's body. And this is measured in something called..a 


unit called milligrams. Again, it's every hundred grams
of each 


of these types of food. Andyou can see there, beef is
the first 


one. You can see that caribou, polar bear, and whale all 


have a lot more calcium than beef does. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: This next one is another mineral called 


iron. Everybody needs iron in order to keep healthy. A lot 


of people have to take iron. Women especially sometimes don't 


get enough ironso they take iron tablets. But you can see here 


that the sea mammals, especially, are much higher in iron than 


beef is. Beef is the little black one there, again, in the corner 


than
And you can see that beluga, kilalugak, has more ironanything 


else. Bowhead Whales also has a lot more iron than does 


and so does natchik (seal) and even uguak and the other one. 


Even the little ground squirrel has more iron than beef. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Okay. Now, this is vitamins. These 

vitamins are thiamin, riboflavin and niacin. Andyou can see 

there that all of the subsistence animals, subsistence mammals 

have more vitamins than beef does. Moreof those vitamins. I 

think that thatone speaks for itself. The Bowhead Whale has 

the highest amountof vitamins of all. You can see thatone 

on the end, aguik. The tallest one of all of those. 
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INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: This last one that I made a big graph 


of is vitamin A. Now uh, people here don'teat polar bear liver. 


Nanuq liver becauseit has so much vitamin A that
it can kill 


you but you still need to have a certain amount of vitamin A 


and you can see therethat polar bear, just the regular meat, 


ugruk
not the liver but just the regular meat, and and natchik 


really have a lot of vitamin
A. And vitamin A is one thing that 


helps giveyou good eyesight. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 

CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: J u s t  one of any of these thingsby itself 


will not sustain life but all of these things together uh, are 


12 very important for sustaining life. There are a few other measure 

14 ments of this information that I didn't make big charts of but 


15 I have given them to the people there.One was phosphorus. All 


1E of these things are higher in phosphorus. All of the subsistence 


17 foods are higher in phosphorus than beef and
also, there's fat. 

1.5 
~ I didn't make a big chart of confusedfor fat because I'm kind 

, 

1s by the information. I have some questionsI'd like to ask a 

2c nutiritionist about how they measured that.But it is true that 

21 the subsistence foods has less of the harmful type fat
that beef 


22 does because subsistence food does not get all those chemicals,

I 

22 i
pesticide residues andall that thatcome in the beef that's 

24 	 raised on farms. Or chickens and things like that. The fat 
i 

25 1 that people get up here from whaleor any other subsistence food 


i 

- 3 5 -
ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

is 

area 

e 

9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


l a  

19 


2c 

21 


22 


22 


24 

25 

is just pure. It's doesn't have anyof those harmful chemicals 


or dyes or anything like that
in it. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: So, I'd like to emphasize thatsubstituting 


commercial foods from Outside not an equal trade for these 


people. The people will lose out in food value if this happens. 


It's not an equal trade. And I'm also submitting written comment 


on many of the other errors I found
in the Environmental Impact 


Statement and I'm also submitting comments and a story
on two 


women who grew up on the Beaufort Sea lease sale.
Jane Akootchook 


Thompson, who's here tonight,
and I wrote the storyof her mother 


and her aunt growing up in the of Flaxman Island and all 


the hunting and fishing
that they used to do and their useof 

the area. And they still go backto the area in the summer time 

and use this area. S o ,  I want that information to be part of 

the record also. Thank you. 

(Charts, statement and story are in Attachment) 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Cynthia. We have a questionor two 


for you. Mr. Page? 


DAVE PAGE: On your charts concerning fat and protein in 


comparison betweenthe various animals, maybe
you could answer 


some questions forme on how these comparisonswere made. For 


instance, didyou take an entire beef animal and slaughter
it 


and determine the per cent
of fat and protein as compared with 


I 
I 
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~ 

i ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922

j ANCHORAGE.ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

beef 

18 


14 


15 


1� 


17 


1 E  

15 


2C 


21 

22 


2? 


24 

2E 

an entire whale, for instance? Or did you merely pick lean meat 


of a beef animal and compare the amount of fat and protein in 


the lean meat versus the lean meat of the whale? What were the 


basis for these comparisons? The entire animal or certain section 


of the animal? 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Well, uh, they don't go into that too 


much in the informationthat I got. They do say that the beef 


that they usedwas a good grade beef that
was sixty-five per 


cent lean and thirty-five percent fat. And all the meatwas 


just raw flesh that they measured.For instance, when theymeasured 


whale, they just measured the whale meat. They had the muktuk 


separately; but as far as questions on how those charts
were 


done, uh, you'd haveto ask the nutiritionistwho did them at 


the Cooperative Extension Service. 


DAVE PAGE: In other words, you're saying that the
beef compari­


son was, maybe, a beef, like ground that was composed of 


sixty-five per cent protein and thirty-five per cent fat? 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: I don't think it was ground beef. 


DAVE PAGE: Well, in otherwords though, you stated that 


it was sixty-five percent protein and thirty-five per cent fat. 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: No. Not sixty-five per cent protein. 


Sixty-five per cent lean meat. 


DAVE PAGE: Oh, all right. Sixty-five percent lean and 


thirty-five percent fat. But the whalewas lean meat absent 


the fat? 
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CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Yeah, I..to be very honest, I don't have, 


uh, Idon't know the answers to the questions
that you're asking 


me. I would have to rely
on a nutritionist to explain more how 


they did the study; but the people
who did thatknow a lot more 


about making these studies than I
do. They're scientists and 


they've come up with this information and I trust that they've 


done a valid comparison. Idon't think theywere cheating on 


it because they, uh, they didn't have any vested interest in 


trying to make wild game look better than the
beef, I don't think. 


There were several different nutritionist's information that 


was used to compile this chart. 


DAVE PAGE: Would it be your deduction that if the total 


amount of product from each animal
were computed in this analysis, 


that these figures would be different? 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: The figures for fat would be different. 


That's why I didn'tmake a big graph of it. Ithink, in that 


case, it would make thewhale look like it had more fat. But 


I don't think thatthe other ones would be different. 


DAVE PAGE: Thank you. 


CHAIRMAN: Would you like to explain that, Emily? 


INTERPRETER:InInupiat? 


CHAIRMAN:Yes. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Cynthia. Would you want 


me to put this in
the record nowor did you have something else 
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in mind? 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: I'd like to have the opportunity to copy 


it in Fairbanks and turn it in, maybe on Thursday or later. What 


my only copies because there
you have there are are no Xerox 


machines here inthe village. 


CHAIRMAN: Then that will be stated thatit will be accepted 


at a laterdate, like in Fairbanks. 


(Informationwas accepted May 18, 1979 inFairbanks, however, 

it is included with the transcript of this hearing.) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, again. Is there anyone else, 


at this time,who'd like to make a statement? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Yes Sir? 


MARK SIMMS: My name is Mark Simms. I've been here for about 


seventeen years. I married an Eskimo girl in 1963 that
was born 


and raised here. We've got fourkids that are in school. I'd 


like to make afew comments just to start off
with. I hadn't 


planned on this one but, on your food samplingthere, it would 


only make sense that you're talking about edible portions. Usually, 
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that's almost too tremendous to accomplish.Not you getting 


your picture to us; but the people here getting theirofway 


life style across to you're going back
you and the people that 


and try and presentthe picture to. This is a very rugged land. 


It's hard to survive up here. At the same time, the life that 


exists up here is extremely fragile.You can see the original 


tracksof some of the firstcat trains that came across here, 


still up in the tundra here today. If there's an
oil spill out 

there, and even the industry says that there will be. They hedge 

on the quantities involved, but some day there will oil an 

spill out there. And there's no way to cleanthat up yet. Especially 

if it gets out under the ice.There may never be a way that's 

economically feasible. Scientists can come up with ways but 

not ways the industry is goingto buy. There's other cheaper 


ways to get theoil that's needed. But if that does leak out 


and does destroy someof these delicatesystems, then you're 


risking an entire people. Small in population, but just as im­


portant as any other people. And this is a moral question that's 


involved. Whether you can sacrifice these people's way
of life 


to justify obtainingoil for the restof the people. Maybe that's 


what it boils down to in the end. There's some other points. 


easy
I keep hearing this thing being brought up about how it 


is for people to adapt to another food.
All you have to do is 


find the right amount of vitamins, it up in a pill and swallow 


i t  and you can get by. But this isnot really all that easy. The 
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only wayI can explain it is..try and picturea situation in which 


somebody fromdown south were to be forced to subsist
on seal 


oil, and whale and caribou. Now, youcan get by. The charts 


show that there's enough vitamins there. But
how happy are you 


going to be livingthat way? How long can you do it? And could 


you be guaranteed of your source? Are yougoing to dependon 


us to ship you the seal oil and stuff? Transportation is not 


very reliable. Business is not that sound up here. How can 


you count on getting in beef and canned goods
up here all the 


time? How can you count on a business having enough capital 


to warehouse and stock and sustain this for a period of time? 


That's if the people could live
on it in the first place. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Continue, Mark. 


MARK SIMMS: Well, there's the thingof the cash economy, 

too, which I don't know exactly how to explain it. I've seen 

it written downand you probably know more aboutcash economy 

and flow thanI do, but jobs are more abundantnow than they've 


ever been but there's still
not enough of themfor the people 


here to rely on cash. Even if there
were transportation or com­

munication which permitted that typeof a settlement system. 

It's very similiarto the..the fears thatI have, it's going 

to be similiar tothe uh, when the rifle and flour and sugar 


were first introduced. A trading post because there was something 


lucrative to be taken out the land then. The white man wanted 
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the whale, he wanted the fox and the bayleen; so, rifles, 


sugar, coffeeand that type of thing was introduced.Well, it's 


easy to get used to those type of things.But then when the 


market droppedout of those, the trading post pulled out 


and there the peoplewere with rifles andno ammunition. With 


no source for sugar. Some of their life style had already been 


eroded. And there were many many who starved to death. I think 


that's documentedby Mort Farley in some of his books there. 


But I think the same thing is happening on a different scale 


here. If it does develop to the point
to where everybody is 


using cash, then there's going to have to be jobs for the future. 


Or you're going to findkids that have grown up that don't
know 


how to live offthe land here and all of
the sudden there's not 


going to be anyway
to buy that high priced food from down south. 


to the other way of
And they won't be able to go back life. S o ,  

even if there's no oil spill, just you're introduction to the 

cash economy couldbe totally disastrousto this type of life. 

There's a lotmore, but I think that's enough. Thank you. 

INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Mark. I know that there 


are othersof you that would like to speak.I ask you to bear 


with us for the moment.I'd like to take a ten minute recess. 


(Applause) 


(Hearing recessed at 1O:OOp.m. and resumed at 10:15 p.m.) 


CHAIRMAN: I think we all deserved that break. It was certain: 
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welcome up here asit was welcome toyou. I'd like to begin 


the hearing again and ask that
you please feel free to get up 


and speak what everyou have to say. We'd like to heareverything 


that you have to say. 


INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) 

ALFRED LINN, JR.: My name is AlfredLinn, Jr. L-I-N-N. 

Before I begin, I'd like to present a statement madeby one of 


our Council memberswho is not here because he
had to g o  down 

to his wife. It reads, Do you know anything about the ice move­

ment and breakup? If you do,then you'll know what would happen 

if you drilled in the Beaufort Sea. You may have oil spillan 


and it would destroy our main diet.The whale and the seal. 


So, I strongly disagreeon the oil lease sale. And this is signed 


by Danny Gordonwho is not here. I would like to have that re-


corded, please. 


(Statement of Danny Gordon, see Attachment) 

CHAIRMAN:Thankyou.Continue. . 

ALFRED LINN, JR.: I was born in Barrow and right after I 

was born, my parents have moved all over the North Slope from 


Barrow to Aklavak, in the Northwest Territories in Canada. I 


was raised mainlyon subsistence food and I am concerned for 


what I eat. I don't want the oil people to destroywhat I eat 


by developing the Beaufort Sea. I worked for Alaska Legal Service 


as a para legal aid because I am concerned for
what happens to 


my people in my village. And volume 1 of
Draft Environmental 


-43- I 
ALASKA-WIDE C O U R T  R E P O R T E R S  

545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 
ANCHORAGE,ALASKA 99501 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1: 

14 

1 E  

1 E  

17 


1 E  

1s 


2c 

21 

22 


22 


24 

2E 

ImpactSta tement .  On page245.There 's  a s e n t e n c ei nt h e r e  

i nt h es e c o n d  t o  t h e  l a s t  pa rag raph .  I t  r e a d s ,t h u s ,  a p r o p o s a l ,  

such  as t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a  lease sa l e ,  whichmight  o r  migh tno t  

t h r e a t e n  bowhead h u n t i n g  i s  viewed by t h e  I n u p i a t  as onewhich 

m i g h tt h r e a t e nt h e i re x i s t e n c e .  I t h i n kt h a ty o us h o u l ds t r i k e  

o u tw h i c hm i g h to rm i g h tn o t ,a n dp u ti n  w i l l ,  shouldanysuch  

deve lopmen tbeintheBeaufo r tSea .  A l s o ,  i n  volume 2 onpage 

2 8 9 ,  t h e  S t a t e  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  notechno logy  t o  c l e a n  o i l  

u n d e rt h e  ice. So, why d o n ' tt h eS t a t e ,r a t h e rt h a np u r s u i n g  

t h e  sa le ,  why d o n ' t  t h e y  j u s t  p u r s u e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  c l e a n  

upany o i l  s p i l l  l i k e  t h a t ?  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I t h a n kt h ep a n e l  

f o r  h e a r i n g  m e .  

CHAIRMAN: Would you l i k e  t o  summarize? 

INTERPRETER: I d i d n ' t  know some of t h et h i n g sh e ' st a l k i n g  

abou tonthosepages .  And I j u s tw r o t e  down Danny Gordon. I 

d o n ' t  know whathe sa id .  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t  - Sta t emen t  of Danny Gordon) 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Alf red .P lease ,aga in ,those  

t h a t  would l i k e  t o  speakand t e l l  u sw h a tt h e yf e e la b o u tt h i s ,  

p l e a s e  rise. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

GORDEN R A N K I N :  My name i s  GordenRankinand I work f o r  t h e  

s c h o o l .  I ' v e  b e e nh e r es i n c et h ef i r s tp a r to fA p r i l ,w h i c h  

makes m e  a no l d  timer, I guess .Anyway. . Idon ' t  know a n y t h i n g  

abou ttheloca lcommiss ionbu t  I do know t h a t  t h e  o i l  companies 
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have had a lot ofoil spills in uh, Cook Inlet.I've lived in 


Alaska since 1948 and uh, part of the problem is
you can't pin 


any blame on them because if the caribou are still here,
you 


can't prove that they have
or haven't. The same thing holds 


true of the whales. If they spill the
oil, well, they'll say, 


well, something else caused the whalesto disappear. So, the 


main point that I would like to present
is, if the sale goes 


through, whichI will be definetly against, there should be some 


compensation paid to the people that live in
the villages. Now, 


the Federal Government
has..if there's a case in the Cook Inlet 


where they spill it, they fine them five thousand dollars
($5,000) 


and the money goes to the Federal Government,
which uh,...the 
Environmental Impact Statement which doesn't cover verywell, 


these items. In fact, they call it environmental impact questionaire 
re 


19 


21 


22 


22 

24 

because you raise more questions than answers questions. And 


uh, I think they don't know enough about the ice movement. I 


think these people here
know more aboutit but they uh, they 


can't express themselves, anduh, possibly, it needs to be studied 


a lot longer. That's it. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Gorden. Uh, the ice question. Is 


there something thatyou're trying to say..that uh, the ice would 


affect plat forms, the technology of developing a plat form or 


what? 


GORDEN RANKIN: Well, it would affect the plat form, but 
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mainly, uh, how could they possibly clean up an
oil spill in 


ice when they can't hardly contain an oil spill when there's 


clear water? In Cook Inlet there's silt. The silt mixes with 


the oil, the oil sinks into the ocean, into the Bay. And then 


the crabs. They say, well, it didn't hurt the crabs. How do 


they know? How do youprove it? If it hurt the crabs or didn't 


hurt the crabs, if you don't have some scientific information 


to say it did or it didn't. And if you want to have any claim 


against the oilcompanies, you have to prove it in court. And 


I don't know if anybody has enough money to
do it. They have 


lawyers, they have money. What do these people have? 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 


INTERPRETER: When you're talking about plat forms, areyou 


talking aboutthe drilling? 


CHAIRMAN: Drilling plat forms. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, again. Again, if there's anyone that 


would liketo speak, uh. ..thank you. 


PHILLIP TIKLUK: My name is Phillip Tiklukand I think I 


could answer your question about the ice movements.Oil companies 


have tried to convince us that how secure their plat forms
or 


oil rigs going to beon the ice out there. Lease sales, tome, 


or Cecil Andrus, both
means that if Governor Hammond of them, 


do pass the lease sales, that means there's going to
oilberigs 


out there or plat forms or whatever, on the ice. And oilcompanies 
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have tried to convince us that, how safe their equipments are 


out there on the ice. How they could stop theoil spill and 


everything. But, they don't know how strong the ice movements 


are. I have seen the ocean whenit piles up. When it moves. 


With very little helps of wind.I have seen, here in Barter 


Island, when it piles up. Whenit hit the beach, we have a cliff 


out here. It is about maybe, thirty to forty feet high and during 


the month ofJune, if I remember right, the ice moved and that 


ice, maybe five to six feet
thick, climbs upover the cliff. 


That's how strongit is. There's ice six feetor five feet right 


on top of a forty foot cliff. And I have seen,
you have seen 


the airport roadwhen you were coming uphere, from the airport 


to here. I have seen the ice move right across from the ocean 


side to the lagoon. Block the airport road. That's how strong 


us
it is, and then these oil companies try to convincethat it 


would be safeout there to try to drill, which, I don't think 


it wouldbe. No matter how they secure their
oil rigs out there, 


if that ice start tomove, it doesn't stopat anything. Even 


19 a hundred ton block of cement wouldn't stop it.
S o ,  that's why 

20 I am opposed to this lease sale we're talking about. Because 

21 if we dohave anoil spill, there's going to be dead animals 

22 all over alongthe coast. Ducks, whales, seals. I'm very opposed 

to this leasesale, which I hope Governor Hammond and
Cecil Andrus 

24 wouldn't pass. Thank you. 

25 INTERPRETER:(Inupiat) 
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CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Phillip. May I ask you another question 


on the ice? Is there a difference in the condition of the ice 


in the lagoon areas inside the Barrier Islands? 


PHILLIP TIKLUK: Well, I don't know how big of a lagoon they 


got over there but even our little lagoon here, when it start 


moving back and forth, it goes right on of the beach. I 


know our lagoon over there is about, less than five miles wide 


and four miles long. But that ice, whenit start moving back 


and forth, springtime, it goes right up the beach. That's how 


strong they are. Maybe the bigger lagoon over there,
it might 


be stronger. 

WALT AUDI: How high is the lagoon at Flaxman Island? 

PHILLIP TIKLUK: How high? 

WALT AUDI: Yes. From the lagoon up to the garage? 

PHILLIP TIKLUK: T o  the garage? Oh, I'd say it's about..not 

very high. Maybe about ten feet. 


WALT AUDI: In 1973, the ice came over up through that en­


bankment and up through the garage. And that
was in November. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


WALT AUDI: I might add that you'll be flying right over 


it on the way and the evidence
is still there. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Walt. Phillip, thank you. Again, 


I will ask, if there's someone that would like to speak and tell 


me how they feel, please do. Yes, Nolan? 


NOLAN SOLOMAN: Yes. I would like to speak about the ice. 


(Inupiat) 
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INTERPRETER: He said in 1973..he wants to elaborate on the 


ice movements. When they wereout hunting on ice, they would 


go to the shallow part and go to the water, the deeper 


ocean, and he says, the ice movesout right along there. And 


he's using one iceberg he see that is very big and the current 


in the deeperice, from the deeperwater, very swift. The current 


is very strong. And they saw one iceberg and they talked amongst 


themselves that this wouldn't hurt them.This could go right 


beside them. But then somehow, this iceberg movement affected 


the waterand start moving inland. It was going towards them. 


And then theyknow that the ice down there
is, the icebergs makes 


movements in the water. And then what of oil companies? 


Do they know this? What's going to happen? 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Nolan. Yes Sir? 


HERMAN REXFORD: As long as we're talking about ice conditions 


I want to say a few words more in Eskimo. (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER: Herman Rexford's testimony is about ice breakup. 


up,
He knows that when ice starts piling not only on surface 


does it pile up, but inside thewater, also, it pilesup. It's 


stirred up inside also. And when the ice is piling up,
it is 


strong inside the waters and also on surface. And it's dangerous, 


not only to the animals but what they feed on
also, is very danger. 


ous. It will kill all the animals foods that they feed
on in 


the ocean. He read about some studies, that some people
had 


some animals like some young
seals, appear just here, anddo 
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have 

1 not have any experience,
you never know, do not know how to get 

2 this hole, freedom hole the seals have. Some of these people, 

3 they know. They can take a dog and then they can smell pretty, 

4 uh, their smelling is pretty strong, the dogs. And they can 

5 smell this hole and that's how the Inupiat people have lived. 
6 They take along the dogs and then they can detect these holes 

7 that way. We live on whatever our forefathers havelived..we 

0 live the wayour forefathers have lived. And longago, the stuff 
9 that we buy was not very expensive, butnow, it's very very ex-


10 pensive for stuff thatyou have to buy. It's hard when you are 


11 ready to go out and you have to buy things. They're very very 

12 expensive and it's hard, rightnow, to hunt. And this is the 

13 reason why heis against the leasesale. Not only on sea only, 

14 but also on land. What we live on is also protected. These 

15 are the things thatwe have to think about. Some ofyou people 


16 are here for the first time. And let's talkaboutut things right 


17 now, so that you can understand. 


1Z CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Herman. As Herman suggested, 


1: we should listen and understand
what you're trying to tellus. 


2( So, please, speak upand let's hear from some others. 


2: MIKE EDWARDS: Uhm, the EIS was awfully hard to understand. 


2: We were left four copies in this village and
I was fortunate 


2: or unfortunate enough to have to one of them inmy possession 

24 So, I tried to get through it the best I could.I found a couple 

2f of things thatI would like to commenton and very few people 
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in this villagewere able to have any contactwith the EIS  at 

all. Because of its length, because ofits, the language that's 

used in it and becauseof its, you know, its impact. It was 

such a large volume. One thingI found is that there's no con­

cern in the E I S  about the waterfowl. The ducks and the geese 

in this area and in thewhole area that will be affected.This 


is the timeof year when people's caches and ice cellars are 


getting a little skinny. The law says thatyou can't hunt caribou 


right now becausethe calves are awful large
in the cows. The 

muktuk that was got last fall is getting used by now. S o ,  

one thing that everyone is waitingfor, anxiously, is the ducks 


and the geese. And this isn't any scientific information, but 


when I was young and I lived next to a lake and
we had a pair 


of Canadian..of snow geese that started coming there and landing 


on their trip north and south. This
was in Northern California. 


And they started bringing their young and landing there
on both 


trips. And in fifteen years, they landed on both their northerly 


and southerly trips. My Dad, in one of our droughtyears, put 


a pump on the sideof that lake andwe started pumping. An electric 


pump, and we started pumping the water
out to irrigate there. 


The geese never came again. They landed that one season. The 


noise of the pump disturbed them and they never landed again 


after fifteen years. I know a little bit about geese. I've 


hunted them and been around them all my life,
snow geese and 


Canadian geese. They're very affectedby noise and strange 
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things. And there's no one, after visiting these rigs in Prudhoe 


Bay, if they start putting up drill rigs in this off shore lease 


area, it's going to be a lot of activity. And this has to have 


an affect on the water fowl, which is a springtime source of 


food. There's no statement in EIS on what they are going 


to do with their drilling mud. And what the is, is that 


they put chemicalsin with their waterto pump down to where 


they're drilling to help bring the and the chips back up. 


Now, they dump thison the groundin Prudhoe Bayin settling 


ponds. They have a type of shaker that separates the gravel 


and then theydump the liquid partout on to the ground.Now, 


if they're doing this in the springtime,
which is probably going 


to be the time to be drilling,
while it's still frozen over, 


any ducks that migrate into this area are going
to see open water 

and most likely want to land in their settling ponds.The mud 

has a lot of chemicals it and there's no statement at all 

in theE I S  on the affects of this. What kind of chemicals are 

in thewater, if it's going to affect the water and, you 

know, I'm sure that if the ducksdo use these settling ponds, 


it's going to affect their well being with the chemicals that 


would be in that water. Another thing that there's very little 


concern in the EIS, and that has todo with the social network 


of the Inupiat people. The concept of sharing. I remember when 


the firstbad winter hit Buffalo, New
York. The people there 


banded together and forone of the first times in their lives, 
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people met their neighbors. They met the people who lived around 


the block. And I saw tee shirts on theWest Coast that said, 


I survived the winter in Buffalo, New York.
Well, we have winters 


like that every year. Ten times that bad. And that's one of 


the things that helpskeep these people together. They have 


to depend on each other to surive. Not only because the environ­


ment is very harsh, but
we depend on each other forfood. All 


of us were very thankful to Nolan this
year, for his whale. The 


whaling captain shares his whale
with the village. Everyone 


gets some. And everyone shares things that theyhave. If some-


one doesn't have something,
you can feel freeto go to someone 


and ask for something. The Inupiat people don't send their old 


people to nursing homes. Theykeep their older people in their 


homes and take care of them. Extended families here. There's 


no, there's very little concern towards this in EIS, on their 


social network, which is very strong and which has to be 


a consideration. Thank you. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mike. Again, uh, do you have any ideas 


how in the future,
we could prepare materialsor get the word 


across to the people
of what would be inan Environmental Impact 


Statement like this? 


MIKE EDWARDS: One of your people, I overheard one of your 


people say something about a video tape. Video tape in Inupiat 


would be ideal. It's something the peoplecan see and hear at 
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the same time in their Native language. Somebody would have 


to go to a lot of time and put this thing together,
but, you 


know, if you want people to understandit, someone's going to 


have todo it. 


CHAIRMAN: What about informal meetings in advance of the 


hearing to discusswhat might be in such a document? 


MIKE EDWARDS: We didn't have this document far enough ahead, 


for one thing. That's, I think, the main problem. You know, 


it took until this time
to plow through thisand, you know, there' 


been people in Barrow
who've been workingon this full time to 


try and getit, you know, an outline of it put together
so that 


they can understand it a little better.
And, you know,we need 


a lot more time
to try and presentit on a villagebasis, some-


thing this large. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Thank you very much. I know there's 


others that would like to speak.Yes Mam? 


MARILYN AGIAK: My name isMarilynAgiak and at one time, 


we too, were subsistence people. Living off the land. Then 


came the dams andthe highways, the railroad, the airplanes, 


we don't have the animals that
the sewers and now we used to 


have. And I'm forced to liveon chuck steaks, weiners, hamburgers 


what have you. And since I came up here, my husband is from 


here, I've learned to eat their wild game and I've grown to like 


it. Any my children, too, have grown upon the other foods that 


they prefer. The Eskimo tradition foods. And I think it's more 
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nutritional becauseyou look at all the packages that
you buy 


and it's gotso many names that are
so long that they can barely 


fit on the package andyou don't know what you're eating. At 


least whenyou butcher a caribou,you know you've got straight 


meat. You don't have any chemicals in there. They don't belong 


there. And we do get wild game once in awhile. Our salmon used 


to be plenty. We used to get salmon downon the Columbia River 


that were, the heads were as big as a man's head. And I'm not 


fooling, theywere really big. I've seen themwhen I was a child. 


And we just don't get those anymore. They don't come. And if 


you do get the fish, you have to be a person that's well off 


to afford the equipment to fish. And from my part here, there's 


two different interests. On your's is the drilling, the oil 


and the money. The people here, it's their subsistence, the 


animals and their life style. They're trying to perserve it 


because they're here and they're always going
to be here. They're 


never leaving. Where the people thatcome in and drill, they 


pack their bags and go back over to Georgia
or where ever you 


came from. Because that's your home. And this is their home 


and you can't blame them for wanting to protect
it. And on this 


other part, compensation. Compensation, that would be money, 


right? I can in noway, see how money can replace the wild animal! 


Because, we were compensated atone time, when they put
in the 


Wells dam. We were all given three thousand dollars($3000) 


a piece. And a lot of that money
was put away for the children. 
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or got drunkwith the money or spent it
on clothes or went and 


had a few steaks and that was
it. The money was gone and there 


was no more salmon to rely
on. S o ,  in no way would I feel that 

these people should be made to accept compensation for their 

wild animals. And in your remark there, I read, that in the 

future, in the future, about materials. Inother words, what 

you're telling me, there is no end to this.These people are 

going to be badgered and badgered and badgered until you've got 

them worn down. So, in otherwords, is this thecut and dry, 

and we're just going through the motions?Is that what it is? 

Because that'swhat I read. 

INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


WALT AUDI: I believe she forgot to mention
that she was 


a Native from Washington. 


CHAIRMAN: Yes. I think we understood that. Thank you. 


Thank you, Marilyn. I'd just like to say, I hope it's not just 


an exercise forus to come up here. We really meanto be here 


2c to hear whatyou have to say anduh, we would expect everything 


21 to be taken into consideration. 


22 INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 

22 GEORGE AKOOTCHOOK: My name George Akootchook. I talk in 

24 my own language. (Inupiat) 

25 INTERPRETER: His name is George Akootchook. And he says 
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that talking about the drilling, he says oil, any oil spills 


will just destroy the animals. They might be diseased. And 


he says, he cannot eat the animals
when they are like that. When 


they are sick animals. This is not the only thing that he's 


thinking about. Any rigs thatare..any vehicles or any rigs 


require motoroil, diesel, gasor anything that is going to be 


spilled on ice, the animals will be affected
by that. The ducks 


will be killed, the mammals will get sick from this oil and
we 


cannot eat these animals that
way. And he says, he's using an 


example of Barrow, the oil spill kill thousands
of ducks. De­


stroyed the ducks. Oil spill will scatter over
the sea water 


and that will affect the subsistence animals that
we eat. And 


he mentioned that he love the animal's
fat, the oil that we get 


from the animals that we eat with meat. We do not like skinny 


animals and if there's an oilspill, there's no way could these 


animals get fat. Ice movement..it moves and it does not hurt 


at times. He said that they have been listening since the drilling 


started and they have been opposing any drilling anywhere. They 


will be against oil lease sale if theycan, if possible. Ducks 


travel anywhereon land and on lakes and they
eat whatever is 


in there. The fish. We live on subsistence andwe do not want 


these destroyed. These animals thatwe live on, if possible. 


We do not have jobs but
we look for subsistence huntingfor our 

food. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, George. Good statement. 
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Would you, again, consider speaking? Anyone else that has some-


thing they'd like to tell us? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


ZINN KITTREDGE: My name is Zinn Kittredge. I've lived here 


for only two years
so I don't consider myself, really, a village 


person at all. I'm white and I can read and I was fortunate 


enough to be able to get a copy
of your EIS. With me tonight, 

I really..there's so many things that I want to comment on. First 

on your EIS and other things people have said I'd like to 

follow up. But I'm going totry and make it fairly short. Uh, 

I guess my first question is to of your people sitting up 

there. If you people lived on Barter Island andyou lived here 

three hundred sixty-five days of theyear, you had one plane 


that camein on Wednesdays when the weather
was good, you had 


seasonal jobswhich were, I'd say, eighty-five per cent construc­


tion and I don'tknow the percentageof the diet here that's 


subsistence but I'd guess on
it's anywhere from about eighty 


up, and somebody came along and said, uh, "We'd like to drill 


oil inyour back yard and hopefully, it won't
do any harm, and 


we're going to try our best
not to do you any harm, but, obviously 


you'll be impacted." How many people ofyou sitting there, and 


all the people in the back row that weren't introduced,
so I 


don't know whothey are, wouldyou all..would you all favor this? 


Sitting here right now? Answerme! 


CHAIRMAN: I don't know. I--
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ZINN KITTREDGE: You don't know. Would you favor it? 


CHAIRMAN: It's hard for me to answer but it's a very good 

point to bringup--

ZINN KITTREDGE: You live out there! You don't suffer the 


consequences of the decisionsyou make. They suffer the conse­


quences! Not you! So, it's very easy to sit here. It's very 


easy to make a decision. For me, it's like making a decision 


for Washington, D.C. It's great. I can say, gas shortage. That 


doesn't botherme any. I gotone truck and ifit doesn't work, 


I walk. Great. Ask somebody in LA this weekwhat they think 


about the gas shortage. Ask them how they,
what they think about 


drilling up here in the Beaufort Sea.
Go ahead, I need gas in 


my car. Great. By doing that, you deny these people their life. 


So you've got to takeone of the other. But you say you don't 


know. How about you? 


FRAN ULLMER: I don't know. 

ZINN KITTREDGE: You don't know. If you lived here, would 


you favor this? 


BOB BROCK: I don't know. 


ZINN KITTREDGE: How about you? 


TOM COOK: 1 think I might. 


ZINN KITTREDGE: Why? 


TOM COOK: On the balance of what I know, I think it warrants 


some study and some consideration. 


ZINN KITTREDGE: And you work for the Department
of Mines 
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or Energy, as I recall? 


TOM COOK: Department of Natural Resources. 


ZINN KITTREDGE: Natural Resources. But I can't believe 


:hat ifyou actually lived here, and didn't
come in for oneday, 


:hat you would, that you would favor something that is going 


to have so much impacton these peopleas this off shore lease 


sale does. Let's use some of your quotes fromyour own document. 


it says, there's a fifty per
cent chance of findingoil and gas. 


if you did find it, only thirty-five per cent would be recovered. 


Then you go on, that year round operations would be allowed. 


Jell, you've listened forclose to four hourson how dependent 


these people are on the animalsand the fish and the birds,
yet, 


you’re going to allow things to go on all
year around. In dif­


ferentparts ofthe EIS, you say that such and
such won't be 


allowed inthe spring or such and such won't be allowed in the 


fall. But in this particular statement, you say, year round 


operationswill be allowed. Then you say, future impacts will 


be discussed later. Great! We'll screw it up and then we'll 


talk about it. Well, these people are theones that suffer that 


consequence from what you're going todo. Next. A new support 


and supply facility would be developed outside Prudhoe Bay. 


More development. Bigger. You say, twenty years. If you find 


more gas, it will be fortyyears, fifty years, sixty years. And 


I understand the position you'rein. You've got to supply the 


Lower 48 with gas. They're demanding it. But at the same time, 
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you're taking away the life style that these people have had. 


On the Bowhead Whales, which you know so much about. Direct 


quote, 'Very little, ifany, information is known on breeding 


areas.' Direct quote, 'Little is known about reproduction and 


growth.' Direct quote, 'Mating seasonis not well defined.' 


Quote, 'Scientists arenot certain about locationof calving 


grounds.' Quote, 'Gestation and calving periods are obscure. 


No information on gestation periods.' Quote, 'No information 


on response behaviorof Bowhead to traffic, physical obstruction, 


oil slicks or noise disturbance.' Quote, 'Harm to Bowheads from 


oil and hydrocarbons and oil found in bayleen places,
quote, 


'unknown.' Effects of oil on Bowhead food sourceis, quote 'un­


known’. Critical habit of Bowheadis, quote, 'not well defined.' 


Quote, 'no information of effects
of gravel island andice con­

dition on Bowhead.' And that's your E I S .  That's an impact of 

an endangered species which these people existon and you're 


willing to go out and drill withthat much information. Frankly, 


I'm horrified and appalled! I'll leave it at that. Next, not 


all this information,when and if you do get it by August, will 


be available to the Secretary, Cecil Andrus,
for the final de­


cision making. In other words, he's going to make a decision 


which affects these people's lives,
with as much information 


as I just told you, in August, to decide whether tooil and 


gas lease sales. If somebody were to make a decision that would 


affect your lives, wouldyou want them to make that decision 
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3n as little information as I just read to
you? I sincerely 


doubt it. You would be very skepticalif I walked up and told 


you, "Shucks, Idon't know anything about cities, so I think 


I'm going to blow them up because I think that's a good idea 


but I don't have enough time to study
it." I suspectyou wouldn't 


like that. That's essentially what you're doing to these people. 


On oil spills, your ownwords, again. Uhm, oil spills. This 


is the statement, no technology currently exists for cleaning 


up oil spill under ice other than physically cutting
out and 


physically removing blocksof ice. Can you imagine how much 


fun that would be?This would only be feasible in the event 


of a small, one time spill.Oil from a subsea blow out
or continuing 


spill, could be spread laterally along the bottom
of the ice 


and through leads in theice. After a short period oftime, 


oil could be incorporatedin the ice andas a resultof the ice 


movement and breakup, would be spread over a
wide area. It is 


presently not possible to trackor locate ice, oil under the 


ice, precluding adequate cleanup once ice movement has 


occured. And now, you can sit here, maybeyou know something 


that whoever wrote this
EIS doesn't know, but that sounds to 


me that you don't know what you're going todo if there's an 


oil spill under the ice. And..I guess I see, and maybe I'm wrong, 


but it'snot just an oil spill that's going to destroy these 


people. It's the development that's going to happen for twenty 


and thirty years. It's going to be the growth, it's going
to 
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be the factthat by the natureof the white man inflicting his 


values and morals, you're going to take away
what the Eskimo 


people have. And even in the two years that I've been
here, 


this village has changed a lot. There's a lot
more consturction, 


there's a lot more jobs, there's a lot more emphasis
on the white 


man's work, and if
you put in Prudhoe Bay, even though in your 


EIS, it says four people are going to benefit. From
your whole 


Beaufort Sea lease sale. I don't have the thing right here in 


front of me. It's somewhere on one of these pages. Four people 


out of Kaktovik will get jobs from that Beaufort Sea lease sale. 


And what they're giving up is the chance go out in the fall 


to hunt. The chance to go out in the winter and hunt. The chance 


to go duck hunting in the spring. And I think it's a choice 


that these people have to make and what I've heard tonight, 


they don't want it. And for you to inflict on them, and give 


them nochoice, you say that you're listening to and that 


you're going to go home and you're going to decide. Well, with 


gas lines in California,
I know which way your votes going to 


sway. It's going to sway for the people in
the Lower 48. I 


think Marilyn's pointwas very well taken. Where she came from, 


she once had what these people have. This little fellow here, 


or his children,he's going to thinkI'm speaking Greekor his 


grandparents are speaking Greek when they talk about a subsistence 


life style. It's going to be past by the time he's grown up 


'andhe has kids because of the incoming development and it's

j 
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not your faultthat we're sitting on oil and gas; but Ido believe 


that by rushing it so fast, withso little information known 


and with so little caring about the social impact
on the people 


up here, that you're going to wipe them out. I've talked 


enough, now, I'm going to shutup. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Zinn. What can I say, except 


that, you may not believe this, but I sincerely believe that 


the decision hasn't been made
yet and uh, what we're afteris 


showing you and the public, in the Impact Statement,
that, one, 


we don't know much about thewhale, and uh, that should hold 


a lot of weight in the decision process. And
also, that uh, 


that we don't know much about what happens to oil in an oil 


spill. Therefore, this is why we've presented it that way in 


the Impact Statement and
if there's any knowledgethat you can 


give us,it would be very helpful. 


ZINN KITTREDGE: Just one last comment. I went to Washington, 


year and a halfor two years ago, working
I guess it's a on all 


of this because Iwas concerned. And I talked to awoman, who's 


name I won't mention,in the Department of the Interior.And 


I was talking to her about the Bowheads and the drilling and 


the effect the drilling would have
on the Bowheads. And she 


said, and I'm not sure I can quote this directly, something
to 


the effectof, we can't be concerned over an animal that just 


passes through there. Each animal, for an hour or two in the 
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fall and the spring. You know, oil and gas is more important 


than that. And I met many comments like that in Washington from 


people in NOAA, NIPS and the Department of Interior. And frankly, 


I gave up. I was so disgusted and appalled at their attitude, 


so I came back here and said, I can't with it. And I gave 


up. That doesn't show much effort on my part, I admit. But 


I couldn't deal withit. I didn't have the stamina to
keep on 


waving my flag. So, I gave up and came home. 


CHAIRMAN: Well, thank you very much. We are hoping that, 


of course, we've received here already this evening, many comments 


that relate to the
whale that strengthenyour position on this. 


They're obviously more important than just passing through here 


and passing through there. Andwe hope that we can present this 


in a form thatit can be understood. Again, we'd like to hear 


from any and all of
you if there's anyone else that would like 


or would like us to hear what
to present a statement you have 


to say, please, step forward. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


MIKE JEFFERY: My name's Mike Jeffery. J-E-F-F-E-R-Y. I 


would just like to say..I'd like to you aware thatwe're 


going to be presenting extensive comments
at the Barrow hearing 


read
and I don't want anything I say tonight to beas giving 


up that intent todo that. I just wantto make a couple ofcomments 


that specifically relate to Kaktovik tonight. 


CHAIRMAN: You say, we are presenting. Uh..? 
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MIKE JEFFERY: Alaska Legal Services, which is representing 


three of the communities on the sale. 


CHAIRMAN: Is your testimony tonight representing them or 


is it as an individual citizen? 


MIKE JEFFERY: Well, all right. Let's put it as an individual 


citizen for tonight. That's a fair statement. And as an in­


dividual citizen, I'm a Legal Services attorney
at Barrow and 


it's fallen to me to work with these villages in this process. 


And the thing that I wanted to talk about tonight was the
situation 


that these people are in. Those of you that have come here, 


even the members of this panel who've come here several times, 


uh,youdon't see half of what the village people are seeing as 


far as meetings and things that they have to decide about and 


understand. I see more of it, but even then,I'm in Barrow. 


I think you should understand something
of it because part of 


what we're talking about tonight is the process. You've heard 


several people sayto you, that we can't deal with that big Impact 


Statement. I know, as an attorney, I know that you have legal 


guidlines and a timetable for what
you need to do. I can under-


stand that. And I understand thatyou only have..in the guideline 


there's a minimum amountof time. But again, look at thesituation 


of Kaktovik. You're not talking about a group of people who 


have the knowledge and the ability to even read To go through 


that Statement, of course, they can read, but is a very 


technical document. And I'm sure allof you understand that. 
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It's put a terrible burden
on a few people in the village and 


a few other people
to try and tie it together in a way that might 


make it understandable to them about what's going on. This process 


right now is hard enough. But that's not what is going on. In 


addition to this, at this developing
time, the North Slope Borough is 


a Coastal Zone Management program, as I'm sure the panel is aware. 


Now, the villageis also extremely interestedin that whole process 


It's having to make commentson that whole process, which is 


also very legal and very technical and very difficult to under-


stand. There's also, for the same reasons that you're hearing 


about tonight, something that they're extremely interested
in. 


But that's not all that's going on. In addition to that, at 


this moment in Washington, they're debating
a D-2 legislation. 


Now, you're hearing testimony tonight about the whales and the 


sea mammals andthe birds. But just to the south of the village 


is where the people have always been hunting the caribou. And 


the Porcupine Caribou herd calves there. And the people
know 


that there are just very few special places where the Porcupine 


Caribou can calf. Now, all of the sudden, this is about to be 


opened up foroil exploration. Now this is awhole another thing. 


You're not concerned about that tonight. I know that. But the 


village is. They're having to deal withit. But that's not 


all that's goingon. In addition to that, there's questions 


about the gas pipeline. There's questions aboutthe haul road. 


There's questions about building projects within the village. 
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There's an incredible number of things that the people here are 


trying to deal with all
at once. And that's what makes it extreme 


difficult. When we begin to ask, well, how canwe make this 


understandable, you've gotten a couple of good suggestions. One 


is certainly, when you're dealing with a culture of people who 


have a language problem, you've gotto extend these time limits. 


You can'tjust..you did a commendable
thing to bring the Impact 


Statement..a tremendous thing to be brought
so quickly to the 


village after itwas released and that was good. But to have 


these hearings
so soon after thatis very difficult, as Mr. Edwards 


said. And, in additionto that, the ideaof having a video tape, 


an Inupiat language video tape, something along those lines, 


would have taken a lot of time and effort of a lot of people 


to put together but it might have helped. It wasn't done. It 


might have helped if you'd had a summary. And
I know that you 


put together a..kind of issues paper,
but that's not what I mean. 


I mean a summary of the Statement. Kind of page by page with 


page numbers. Maybe some quotes. What are we trying to do? 


Just going throughit. It wouldn't have been that bigof effort. 


Someone who read and underlined could have done it. And if that 


had been handedout along with the Statement, it could have been 


handed to everybody. Everybody could have had the same paper 


so it would be fair, for,
I understand that; but it would be 


basically, peoplewho have trouble understanding the Statement. 


Now, you could have done that. Well, it wasn't done. And as 
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that, a result, we're all in this bind well, the Government set 


this hearing schedule and the Government set this sale date and 


best
somehow we've got to mesh into that as we can. It means 


the people couldn't go
out geese hunting thisweek, last week. 


We've had so many meetings on all these kindsof things. It's 


impacting on..to the extent that theycan't go hunting. The 


meetings that come to their villagesdo that. And as a result 


of all this, even while you're just talking aboutthe sales, 


you're destroying, you're helping to destroy
what it's all about. 


that Marilyn Agiak
I think the comment made there, the people 

are being badgered to death.This, as we know, in the Impact 
I f  

1 
Statement, you're talking about a five year lease schedule. There 

1: more sales planned in the Beaufort Sea. Well, what about the 

14 sales planned in the ChukchiSea You will find, if the State 

1 E  I 

on
goes ahead with that, that the villagesPoint Lay and Wainwright 


1E which, you're nearly there, they're going
to be joined by these 


15 

' 
villages also at that time. Why? Because of the same reason. 


1E 


1: 

2( 

2: 

2: 

2: 

1 The Bowhead migrates passed those villages just like here. Are 

up
Kaktovik people going to have to gearfor more meetings for 


those sales in the future? Are the people in the village going 


to have to spend all their time going to these meetings? That's 


the problem and it's having a direct.. these meetings, all of 


these meetings are having a direct effect


' 
on the life of the 


24here.
(Applause)
people 

21 
 I live outside the village
and I. .it's hard enough for the people 


-69-

ALASKA-WIDE COURT REPORTERS 
545 EAST FOURTH AVENUE - 277-6922 

ANCHORAGE,ALASKA 99501 



1 


2 


3 


4 

5 

6 


7 

0 

9 

10 

11 

I f  

12 


14 


1 E  

1E 


17 


1 E  

15 


2( 

21 

2; 


2: 


21 


21 


who don't hunt. I don't go out hunting in Barrow. I don't have 


the time. But, you know, I come into the village
and I sit with 


the people and they tellme that kind of concern. Ican see 


it. I feel embarrassed. When I come in..I can see those im­


portant things the village needs to decide.I may try and fit 


it in just before a movie because I
know that, well, there's 


going to be, people will have their evening taken up anyway. 


I don't want to
wipe out the movie. I'll fit it into some other 


thing. And this meetingwas so important that this room has 


been full allnight of people. Now, you may not realize it, 


but since the announcement was
made, of the people that signed 


the attendance sheet,I think you will find that every single 


household is represented here. Every single family found the 


time to come. And it is a big investment of their time to come 


to another meeting which is lasting
so long. And rightly, you 


should because there's many things that should be said.
But, 


all Ican say is that I know that thisis going to bea tiring 


I
trip for all of us, right now. know you're going to get tired 


I in
in Nuiqsut and know you're going to have another hearing 


Fairbanks. All I can tell you is, it's tremendously worth doing, 


but how much better
it would have beenif there'd been more time. 


You know, if this whole process had been started soonerso that 


you could have gotten even better comments from the people.
It 


would have been even more useful in
you decision. The people 


to
here are trying to talk you in a very sincere way and give 
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you the best that they
can, given what they believe the issues 


are. And all I can do, you've got to..I know I've been taking 


notes as many of you have and Iknow that there's goingto be 


a transcript later on. I've already picked up some very solid, 


factual points which contradict, directly, things that are in 


the Impact Statement. Whales feed while they're migrating. You 


were told. And in the Impact Statement,we don't know about 


that. Or they don't. Well, here, you know, there's direct..so 


you're hearing pearls. There's pearls all the time here. All 


I can urgeyou to do is, tonight and the nextfew days, to the 


best you can, keep paying attention. There's pearls all through 


in what people are saying. There's wonderful information coming, 


but it's just sad that it's having to take such a terrible effect 


on the villageto give theseto you. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mike. Did you imply that uh, didyou 


see thisas kind of an accumulative effect,not just this proposal 


but others suchas the gas pipeline and possible exploration 


in the HulahulaRange..did you try to implythat this, all is 


one big gatheringis, perhaps, an overall greater impacton this 


community? 


MIKE JEFFERY: That even fits in terms of this Impact
Statement 


Yes. In fact, that's' exactlywhat we're talking about. The 


cumulative effect, andnot only on the environment, should these 


things happen, buton the people, just to even consider
it, definetely ? 
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I think the phrasethat Marilyn Agiak used fitsit beautifully. 


They're being badgeredto death. Everybody's coming out. There's 


meetings..I don't know. You know, there's meetings once or twice, 


sometimes even twice a week
or once a weekor three times a month. 


Important ones. And they are important. All these proposals 


are heavy. And actually, it'snot..I mean this village is involved 


in somewhat more than someof the other villages, but still, 


all the villages here are having a problem. Nuiqsut's having 


this problem,also. 


CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: It's important too, to emphasize that 


the village doesn't have the infrastructure towith all 


this. I know it's hard forme to do certain things here because 


they don't have offices
with typewriters, telephonesthat work, 


paid personnel to read the mail and answer it. George Ann Atikuk 


while Waltwas gone, was acting as the mayor of the village for 


three months,in addition to her full time job as a teacher in 


the school. When she came home at night, she would have to deal 


with all this village business and just an incredible amount 


of work has fallen
on her, especiallyand on a lot of other people. 


And they don't have
the facilities to dealwith it the waywe 


would in the city. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. 

INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) 

CHAIRMAN: Again, thank you very much. It's getting late, 

but uh, we're here to stay if there's people that would like 
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to speak. Yes Mam? 


FLOSSIE HOPSON: Yeah. My name is Flossie Hopson. I'm not 


a
really making astatement, but I just have just few questions, 

you know,being very direct. In everyone ofyour beautiful maps 

you have made, consider volume 3 .  In everyone of those maps 

in volume 3 ,  you have a little note in the bottom that states, 

attention user. This visual graphic has been prepared for the 

Environmental Impact Statement from existing sourcesand is not 


a productof original scientific research. This is a special 


graphic overprint and not to be for navigational purposes, 


nor is this graphic
a legal document for federal leasing purposes. 


The Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Department of the Interior 


does not guarantee the accuracy to the extent
of responsibility 


or liability for reliance thereon, preparedby the OCS office. 


Could you tell mewhat that means, in a few sentences? 


CHAIRMAN: Bob, would you like to briefly, tryto explain? 


BOB BROCK: Yes. This map right here hasgot the legal corner: 

described on each Block. The visual you're lookingat, does 

not have those legal corners described. So,  we don't want any-

body measuring those little Blocks on that andsay, this is where 


the point is on
each corner of the leasing Block. This is the 


legal corner,-here. 


(Mr. Brock is indicating
a map hanging infront of thepanel.) 

FLOSSIE HOPSON: Then volume 3 is not worth it at all? 

BOB BROCK: No, it's--
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FLOSSIE HOPSON: All the stuffyou have on the animals, you 

made land uses on, it's not legal? 

BOB BROCK: N o .  We're talking about the legal measurement 

of the lengthof those lines across there the purposes of 

leasing. For an oil company, if they would ever buy that block, 

they couldn't use thatmap to measurewhere that block is. They 


would have to use this legal map that has the
corners laid out. 


And that's the only thing that waiver's talking about. It's 


the legal definition of eachone of those little squares
on 

that map that shows a block. 

FLOSSIE HOPSON: Well, you know,it says to me that it is 

not a productof original scientific research. 

BOB BROCK: They're talking about the blockson the map. 

FLOSSIE HOPSON: You made reference to these graphics in 

your EIS and you're..this tellsme that your scientific research 


in incomplete and inaccurate, the way
it states on here. 


BOB BROCK: That's what I'm trying to explain. What we're 


talking about there is that the
map, the blockson there is not 

scientific research. 

FLOSSIE HOPSON: Aside from that, I have a couple otherquestions. 


You mention in the EIS that the effects would be
in carcinogenic 


forms. Would you tell me what that means? The effect of oil 


spills would be carcinogenic
to..it would have carcinogenic effect: 


on organisims. 


BOB BROCK: Cancer producing. 
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1 FLOSSIE HOPSON: Cancer producing organisms. It would have 


2 cancer producingeffects, it would have cancer producing,
uh, 

3 effects on, on, organisms that we eat and in return to the human, 

4 human foodweb, we would have cancer lateron in our years? 

5 BOB BROCK: I'm not sure of the statement so I--

6 FLOSSIE HOPSON: Do you have the statementso that I--

7 ZINN KITTREDGE: I do. A definite concern, this is going 

0 to have to be..oh, page193. This sentence, evenwith a college 

9 education will take a little timeso it'll have to be translated 

1 c  into Inupiat. U h m ,  of definite concern tothe higher trophic 

11 'levelsin the marine foodchain, including man, is the possibility
I 

12 of uptake hydrocarbons, especially in carcinogenic
form, in benthic 


1: 	 organisms. Now, there's a statementthat every Eskimo will truely 


14 understand, including myself. Maybe you can translate to her 


1 E  so she can translate to Eskimo. 


If MIKE JEFFERY: In the marine foodchain, it's possible that 


17 hydrocarbons, that's gas, might have been eaten.The little 


1E fish might eat some
oil and it's inthe tissues. 


1: INTERPRETER: If we eat it we could get cancer? 


2c MIKE JEFFERY: That's what it boils down to, possibly. Cancer 


21 causing compounds tend to accumulate in fat and
as one organism 

2; ? feeds on another, it tends to accumulate and concentrate the 

2: 3 higher we go upon the food chain. 

24L INTERPRETER:(Inupiat) 


2: 
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that kind of explanation on the map must be simplified and
clarified 


so that everybody understands it. Andalso, that this particular 


quote, I can't understand it either, and I'll see toit that 


11 CHAIRMAN: Thank you again. I'm sure that there are others 

' 

that would like to speak. 
1 c' 

MIKE EDWARDS: Could you introduce the gentlemenin the back 
11. I/

/I 
I row? Would you introduce the four gentlemen and the that 

12! 1 are in the back row? 
12 II CHAIRMAN: We can certainly do that. Why don't I let them 
14 I introduce themselves because I don't have their names, really, 
1:) 

at the tip of my tongue. Please stand. 
1E3 

BILL VAN DYKE: Bill Van Dike. State of Alaska, Department 
li;I 

of Natural Resources. 
1 E1 

REED BOHNE: I'm Reed Bohne fromNOAA, Washington. 
151 

DON HENNIGER: Don Henniger, Chiefof the Divisionof the 
20 

Environmental Assessment in the Anchorage OCS office. 

21 BOB GOFF: Bob Goff, with the Conservation Division in 

22 


Anchorage, Alaska. 

23 PAM ROGERS: Pam Rogers, State of Alaska, Department
of Natural 

24 

Resources. 

25 RICH CARROLL: The Alaska OCS Office. 
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CHAIRMAN: Thankyou .P lease ,f ee lf r ee  t o  speak.  

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: I c o u l ds u g g e s tt h a t  w e  t a k e  a f i v e  o r  t e nm i n u t e  

b reak  b u t  I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  are o t h e r s  t h a t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  speak.  

What doyouth ink?  

ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: I t h i n ke v e r y b o d yt i r e d .  

(Laughter )  

INTERPRETER : ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: D o  you f e e lt h a tw e ' v es p o k e ne n o u g ha n dt h a t  

we s h o u l ds t o pf o rt h ee v e n i n g ?  

ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: I would l i k e  t o  s a y ,a g a i n ,t h a t  a l l  of  

you a r e  welcome t o  o u rv i l l a g e .  Anyway..we are a l l  American 

and w e  shouldworktogetherandagreewi th  it t o g e t h e r  a n d  w e  

see th i sr ep resen tf romGovernor sand  rest o ft h e s ep e o p l e ,  who 

a l l  wish t o  v o t e  f o r .  Everytime w e  havee lec t ioncomingup ,  

w e  have a l lk i n d s  of le t ters ,  you know. V o t e  f o r  m e .  V o t e  

f o r  m e .  Going t o  helpyou.But  w e  l i k e  t o  see you. I l i k e  

t o  see p e o p l ei n  my v i l l a g e .D o n ' tb ef e e lb a da b o u t  it. J u s t  

work,  you know. 

CHAIRMAN: Thankyou Isacc. 

INTERPRETER: ( I n u p i a t )  

CHAIRMAN: Thankyouvery much. I ' l l  a s ka g a i ni ft h e r e ' s  

anyone else t h a t  would l i k e  t o  s p e a k .I fn o t ,u h , . . t h e r e  i s .  

PHILLIP T I K L U K :  I g o t  a q u e s t i o nh e r e .  Why dotheywant  

t h i s  l e a s e  s a l e ?  From what I r e a da n dh e a r di nt h e  newsand 
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and newspapers, thatthe United States alone, from what
I heard, 


experts or scientist say that not hurting for oil in the 


United States. It says in the newspaper that United States alone 


has enough oil reserved for another fifty years. I read that 


in the paper. And then how come they
want this lease sale to 


go on now, if they got enoughoil for fifty years? I think the 


only reason this lease sale going
on is that somebodywant to 


get rich or make some money. But I read and heard in the news 


and newspapers,it was mentioned that scientists,or experts 


on oil, the United States alone has enough
oil reserved for fifty 


years and what you been hearing on this gas shortage
on Lower 


48, and again, it was in the newspaper that
I get, they sayit 


was a hoax. It's not true. They got enough gas down there. 


I don't know what for they say this. Theseare the things I 


understand and heard from the radio and newspaper.I don't know 


why they want this lease sale oil in the United
if they got enough 


States for fifty years to come? That's
what I read in the papers 


I get. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Phillip, very much. 


DAVE PAGE: It might be easiest for those
of us on the panel 


to let the facts that
you read in the newspaper to go unanswered. 


But to be quite honest,and I think to set the record straight, 


the United Statesdoes not have fifty years worth oil supplies 


in the ground. In fact, the United States importsa huge per cent 
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of the oil thatit uses from the OPEC nations, everyday.I'm not 


exactly sure..if there's somebody here
on the backup that could 


give us the specific statistics
on how muchof every barrel of 


oil we use, someof it comes from someplace
out of the United 


States. It's a significant part. Does anybody ...? 

PANEL MEMBER: Fifty-two per cent. 

DAVE PAGE: Fifty-two per cent of the oil that'sused in 

the United States today
comes from someplaceout of the Country. 


That means that forty-eight per
cent of theoil that we use, 

comes from this Country. And it'smy understanding that the 

best statistics thatwe have available, for every barrel that 

we produce, we have about eight in the ground. That's what is 

called the reserve production ratio. So, on balance, as far 

we are in a very
as the entire United States in concerned, precarious 15 

position as far asour oil production is concerned and it's of 


great economic and military strategic importance that the Country 


find out where it does have oil where it does not. I'm not 


made
here to say there won't be some moneyby some oil companies 


when they find it, but it's also vitally important, I think, 

2c to all the people in the United States. 

21 CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: Well, I, I uh, think what Phillip said 

2; was actually right. There is a lot moreoil left in the United 


2: States but the way they calculate whether they have that oil 

24 or not is whetheror not it's economically recoverable at their 
2: existing rate of technology. There is a lot more oil
left, but 
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t hey  can  make h i g h e r  p r o f i t s  a n d  make more money by t a k i n g  t h e  

o i l  o u t  o f  t h e  B e a u f o r t  S e a  a n d  t h a t ' s  why t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  t h a t  

now. 

M I K E  EDWARDS: Is it n o t  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  o i l  

t h a t ' s  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  g o e s  t o  J a p a n  a n d  n o t  t o  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?  

DAVE PAGE: That  i s  n o tt r u e .  

M I K E  EDWARDS: Tha t  i s  n o tt r u e ?  

DAVE PAGE: T h e r e ' sn o t  a d ropof  it going  t o  Japan.  I t ' s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  F e d e r a l  l a w  t o  s h i p  o i l  f romtheBeaufo r t  Sea t o  

Japan.  

M I K E  EDWARDS: A l l  t h e  o i l  f romtheBeaufor tSea  i s  going  

t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ?  

DAVE PAGE: A l l  t h e  o i l  fromPrudhoe Bay i s  going t o  t h e  

United States .  There i s  a p roposa l  t o  t r a d eo i l .J a p a nb u y s  

o i l  fromMexicoandships it t oJ a p a n .  And w e  s h i p  o i l  from 

PrudhoeBay,throughtheIsthmusofPanama, t o  t h eg u l f  s tates,  

Louis iana .There  i s  a p r o p o s a lf o ru s  t o  t a k e  t h e  o i l  t h a t  t h e  

Japanesewouldbuyfromthe east  c o a s t  of Mexico andtake  i t  

t o  Louis iana,whichwouldbe a v e r y  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e ,  andswap 

t h a t  o i l  f o r  o i l  t h a t ' s  p r o d u c e d  i n  P r u d h o e  Bay t o  go t o  Japan.  

I t  wou ldn ' tbe  a sa le ,  it wouldbe a t r a d e .  You can  see t h a t  

b o t h  C o u n t r i e s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  s h i p p i n g  d i s t a n c e  

t h a t  wouldbecut  down on. I t  wouldnot  be a s a l e ,  it would 

b ea no u t r i g h t  swap., S o r to f  l i k e  a bankclear inghouse .But  
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that's only a proposal. 


MIKE EDWARDS: How much U. S. oil do weexport? 


DAVE PAGE: Very little. Very very little. An insignificant 


amount. 


MIKE EDWARDS: I don't think that's exactly right. 


DAVE PAGE: How much do you think? 


MIKE EDWARDS: I think about twenty percent of what we pro­


duce. 


DAVE PAGE: No. No. Very little. A fractional amount. 


BOB TILTON: Do you know where Isreal is getting most of 

their oil now? 

DAVE PAGE: Well, I can tell you it's not coming from the 

United States. I know that f o r  a fact. 

CHAIRMAN: Uh, Sir? Excuse me. What's your name? 


BOB TILTON: Uh, my name is Bob Tilton. 


CHAIRMAN: Now, let's wait and let Emily explain this. We've 


gone quite a
ways without an explanation. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you for this conversation. Is there anyone 


else who would like to speak? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


HERMAN AISHANNA: O h ,  by the way. I want little explanation 

of this map. What the colors are. Would you tell us of these 

three? Would you tell about themap and these three? 

TOM COOK: The blue land as shown here, is undisputed State 
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land. The yellow land to the north is undisputed Federal
land. 


The red land, here, here,and here is disputed land. 


HERMAN AISHANNA: Would you take and-­

TOM COOK: I'm sorry. These are the Barrier Islands, running 


through here. 


HERMAN AISHANNA: In the blue? 


TOM COOK: That's correct. Flaxman Island is here on the 


end, Prudhoe Bayis here, Reindeer Islandis here. I don't see 


other land marks, uh, I guess that's the most significant
of 


them. 


HERMAN AISHANNA: Leasing and nominations, that means for 


lease, yes? 


TOM COOK: These are the areas that are being considered 


in the proposal. 


(Comments referto map hanging in front
of panel) 


MIKE EDWARDS: This is what the oil companies receive? This 


is a legal showing..the legal discriptions
of the blocks that 


will be up for lease? 


BOB BROCK: If it goes that far, yes. 


MIKE EDWARDS: What does in dispute mean? What is that? 


What are those lands, those blocks? 


BOB BROCK: Both the Stateof Alaska and the Federal Government 


have claimed ownership of those lands. 


INTERPRETER: (Inupiat) 

CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much, Herman for bringing that 
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up. Did that answer your questions on the map? 


HERMAN AISHANNA: Well, uh, (Inupiat) 


INTERPRETER: He's asking if this small area is for sale 


or the whole BeaufortSea sale? Is it for sale? What his question 


is, what is marked over here, blue, yellowand red, is that the 


ones we've been talking about all night? 


CHAIRMAN: What we've been talking aboutall night is what 


is shownin the colors up here. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


BOB BROCK: And only this area. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


HERMAN AISHANNA: How many milesout over Barrier Islands? 


Over three miles? 


CHAIRMAN: Perhaps Mr. Brock can explain that. 


BOB BROCK: Barrier Islands go right downthe middle here. 


The State land, which is blue, goes
out three miles. You can 


see that this yellow goes
out approximately, maybe, two miles 


at the most beyondthat in places. Most places about a mile 


but in some places..well, in places like this,it might actually 


go out three miles. So, you're talking about a totalof, at 


the most, six milesoff the Barrier Islands. At the furtherest 


point, I believe. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much for the question. Do you 


have another comment about that? Iknow you were concerned about 
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how far outside of
the Barrier Islands the proposal goes. 


HERMAN AISHANNA: I am concerned about it. It's in the migra­


tion routeof the Bowheadwhale and if the sale goes through, 


and exploration startsout there, there's going to be some dis­


turbance out there. I believe it will disrupt the routeof the 


Bowhead whale. What I was really concerned aboutis if developmen 


starts out there, thenoise, the oil rigs, barges, building cause-


ways, which might affect the
route of the Bowhead whale going 


towards Point Barrow. Point Barrow do some Bowhead whalingtoo, 


when they don't get enough in the springtime. I'm afraid they 


might go too far
out which would impact Point Barrow whalers. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Herman. This lady, I think, has a 


question for you. 


FRAN ULLMER: If there were going to be some exploration, 


what time of the
year would the exploration have the least impact 


on the Bowhead whale? 


HERMAN AISHANNA: Oil exploration..once, uh, I understand 


once the saleis approved, you won't stop on exploration only. 


Later on there will be some development
and there'll beno way 


of stoppingit. 


FRAN ULLMER: My question is, if, if it were going to be 


limited to certain times of the year-­


HERMAN AISHANNA: That's confidential information. 


(Laughter) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Herman. 
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ALFRED LINN, JR.: I see thatyour scientists, when they 


make your ImpactStatement, they assume, just assume that they 


do go aheadwith the sale. How do wego about nominating tracts? 


Who will be eligible to nominate on these tracts? 


BOB BROCK: That part of the process, the nomination part 


of the process took place..has already taken place and
I was 


trying to rememberthe dates of it. I didn't bring the schedule 


six
with me, but I think that took place about or eight months 


ago, wasn'tit? 


TOM COOK: The tract selection took place in
June of '78. 


Nominations occured in April
or March of '78. 

BOB BROCK: So, the nominations part took place just about 

And then the tract selection ona year ago right now. the blocks 


EIS
out there that will be studied in the was the next step. 


And that'swhat the Draft Impact Statementwas written on and 


that's wherewe're at in the process. So, the nominations have 


already taken place. 


ALFRED LINN, JR.: Why weren'twe given a chance to say
we 


didn't want those tracts tobe, uh..? 


BOB BROCK: You were and uh, some ofthe comments we received 


is the reasonwe eliminated, what is referred to as Simpson Lagoon 


here, was eliminated because
of the comments received from places 


like Kaktovik, Nuiqsut and Barrow.That was eliminated from 


the sale area. And even though that
was in the nomination area, 


it was eliminated at the time that
we had the, what we refer 
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of the call for nominations 


That was eliminated at that time. Wewent ahead and put this 


in
area in the EIS and that's where we're the process now. 


Doing a Draft EIS. All the tract selectionwas, was an identifi­


cation of those tracts that would be studied in
the EIS. Not 


the tracts that would be offered
for sale becausethat decision 

has not been made yet. 

a INTERPRETER:(Inupiat) 


9 CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Alfred. That's uh, a very good question 

1 c  that you asked. Are there any others? 

11 JANE AKOOTCHOOK: So far, we've been talking about how to 

12 preserve thewhale and the animals that live inthe areas when 


1: they have the sales and this past winter I
was working withCynthia 


14 talking with the people and..I'm from Barrow. I was born and 


1t raised there. Okay. Cynthia and I talked to a lot of people 


16 who grew up along that area
and, you know, we've been existing 


17 since the beginning of time,
and what about preserving the grave-


yards that are around that area? There are several. There are 

19 houses there, there are claims. They won't even try to give 

2c title for the people that have allotments in that area. And 

21. I think it's importanttoo, to preserve these areas where some 

22! of our ancestors have been buried and their houses and should 

22i be considered. 

24 CHAIRMAN: Cynthia and Jane, is that covered in the Impact 

2Ei Statement? Do you know? 
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CYNTHIA WENTWORTH: No, it's not very well. They do refer 


very briefly to the work that the Borough is doing but
uh, they 


don't even include all the sites in their narrative.
I addressed 


what she's talking about in my written comments. I didn't
want 


to makemy written testimony too long,
so I didn't bring it up 


here, but uh, in the Environmental Impact Statement
when they 


talk about cultural resources, they only talk about archeological 


resources. Resources from before, I guess you could say before 


the white man started coming north here and they don't talk about 


coast
the fact that a lot of these sites along theare also, 


uh, cultural resources. They're sites that the people have used 


use
in their history, their recent history and they stillnow, 


in some cases. And I think that those should also should be 


included as cultural resources. I thinkthe definition of cultural 


resources must be broadened. I just heard again, theother day, 


that some of these grave sites are being covered
withupgravel. 


I think, maybe, there's two grave sites
of Jane's relatives that 


up
have been,on Flaxman Island, that have been coveredwith 


gravel already. It's very important to getall those sites identi 


fied and protected. If this sale goeson in December, I don't 


see how it can be done because
there..a lot of field work has 


to be done in order todo this. One important site,uh, where 


her parents and some other people here for a year, over 


by Prudhoe Bay, that site has already been destroyed. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 
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CHAIRMAN: Thankyouverymuch,Jane ,forbr ingingtha tup .  

That s h o u l db ev e r yh e l p f u l  t o  us .  Is the reanyone  else t h a t  

would l i k e  t o  saysometh ing?  

GEORGE AGIAK: ( I n u p i a t )  

INTERPRETER: GeorgeAgiak, A-G-I-A-K. H e  s a i dt h a th e  worked 

at power t h r e ea n dt h e y  were d r i l l i n g  f o r  o i l .  Theyhardlydri l led 

for o i l  andfound it. And he knows t h a tf r o mC a n a d a ' ss i d e ,  

theboats  w i l l  b e  t r a v e l i n g  f r o m  t h e r e  t o  Prudhoe Bay. 

CHAIRMAN: Thank George.you, Very much. Is t h e r ea n y o n e  

else t h a t  would l i k e  t o  speak?  Y e s ,  Herman? 

HERMAN REXFORD: I have a q u e s t i o nf o rt h eS t a t ep e o p l e ?  

Why d i d  t h e y  f o r s a k e  u s  a f t e r  t h e y  t o l d  us  t h a t . . t h e  o i l  r i g  

theyshowedusoverthere a t  N i a k u k  I s l a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e y  t o l d  us  

i t  wouldbe o f f  t h ei s l a n do nt h e  l a s t  p a r to fA p r i l .  I under-

stand i t ' s  still t h e r e .  I t h i n kt h es u p e r i n t e n d e n to ft h a t  rig 

was r e a l  s i n c e r e .  H e  showed u s  how it worksandwhat it w a s  

all aboutandhetook. .he showed u s  t h e  r i g  t h a t  was supposed 

to t a k e  it o u to ft h a ti s l a n d .T h e r e  w a s  a wholeplane  load 

of u st h a tw e n to v e rt h e r ew i t h  a twin  o t te r .  And t h i s  guy 

s i n c e r e l yt o l du s  it wouldbeout  a t  theendof  A p r i l .  I under-

s tand  i t ' s  still t h e r e  a n d  t h e y  l e f t  it t o  s t a y  t h e r e  fo r  t h e  

summer. Why i s  t h a t ?  

TOM COOK: The re ' sbeennodec i s ion  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  as  t o  whether 

t h e  company w i l l  d r i l l  a second w e l l  u n d e rt h e  terms of i t s  l e g a l  

o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  i t s  l e a s ei n t e r e s t .R a t h e rt h a nh a v et h e  company 
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and 

1 remove therig, that is dismantle it and bring it back again 


2 	 next seasonand install it,which would causemore surface dis­


turbance, we granted a modificationto their plan of operations, 


permitting them to store the
rig on location this summer. This 


is the Duck Island rig. 


6 HERMAN REXFORD: This information, I just got the other day 


and uh, they toldme that that was a man made island and ten 


foot deep water. 


9 TOM COOK: I'm sorry. Are we talking about the same island? 

lo I understood you torefer to Duck Island. 

11 HERMAN REXFORD: No. Not the Duck Island. 

12 INTERPRETER:Niakuk. 

13 TOM COOK: Niakuk. 

l4 I CHAIRMAN: Yeah. You're not talking about the same place. 

15 HERMAN REXFORD: BP people was the ones that showedus this 

rig. The one Nanna brought from
Bakersfield, California. 

17 TOM COOK: Niakuk well. 

18 HERMAN REXFORD: Niakuk, yeah. 

19 TOM COOK: There was an extension grantedof a few days with 

2o regard to that operation to complete the drillingthis was 

21 necessary for safety reasons among other things. Itwas simply 


22 a question ofnot being able to complete and secure
the well. 


is, it ran only a very
23 I believe my recollection few hours or 


24 days over the deadline for termination of drilling.
Can you 


25 speak to that, Mr. Herrara? 
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ROGER HERRARA: Yes. That rig was taken off that island 


by the firstof May and there's nothing on that island now. 


TOM COOK: S o ,  it was removed consistentwith the deadline? 

ROGER HERRARA: Yes. As we said it would be. 


CHAIRMAN: Can we get your name, please? 


ROGER HERRARA: Roger Herrara. 


MIKE JEFFERY: There, speaking as an attorney involved in 


the Duck Island law suitson behalf of this villageand others, 


there is some confusion right at the moment. Herman Aishanna 


was correct in remarking that a well
was being lefton an island 


past the time it
was supposed to be there, but was just in-


correct on where it was. It's not the Niakukwell, it's the 


Duck Island well and uh, the court order that
was entered by 


the federal judge, as
well as the previous State permit, required 


that it be removedby May lst, butuh, Mr. Cook decided for reason 


that he's just stated,
to let the Exxonkeep that well uh, there 


all summer. And that's the current situtation. 


FLOSSIE HOPSON: Is that a sign that
you can change the stip­


ulations anytime you want? For the oil companies? Changing 


stipulation dates and times? That tellsme that you're pretty 


easy..you easily listen to the oil companies. We know the Fish 


and Game has dateswhere they have recommended with using the 


stipulations that theydo not work beyond March31. Now, that 


tells me that in later time that
you will pretty well change

I 

~ your mind and let them stay as long as necessary.

I 

1 

~ 

i 
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TOM COOK: It'll be subject to the circumstances under which 


such modifications might be required and justified. 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Is there anyone else who would like 


to speak? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


MIKE EDWARDS: I have a question. This goes to clear my 


mind because I have been very involved
with Mike Jefferysin 


this whole lease sale with the Duck Island and my-­


CHAIRMAN: Excuse me. Could you just a second? We just 


happened to run out of the tape rightnow. 


(OFF THE RECORD) 

CHAIRMAN: Okay, Mike. G o  ahead. 

MIKE EDWARDS: Well, Mike Jefferys has been coming my 

classrooms allyear trying tokeep us very informedof what's 


happening with Duck Island. Mainly, because this villagewas 


involved in a suit against Duck Island and
I was under the under-


standing thatwe didn't succeedin stopping the operation at 


Duck Island. But, the federal judge said, yes. I will make 


sure that they're off this island
by a certain, certain date. 


Completely off. And I understood that the State then gave
a 


permit to allow them do whatever they do on the island. Now, 


am I under the understanding that the State then go against
can 


what the federal judge puts or
down, and issue another permit 


~ change their permit? I'm just asking a question. 

TOM COOK: The answer to thatis, no, that's not the case. 
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I further thinkthat since thisis a matter in litigation and 


pending rightnow before thecourts, that thisis an improper 


place to discuss it. 


MIKE EDWARDS: Okay, fine. 


TOM COOK: But the answer is, no. The State did not go agains 


any court ruling in that matter. 


MIKE EDWARDS: But the rig is still on Duck Island? 


TOM COOK: That's right and properly so. Properly permitted 


MIKE EDWARDS: How could it still be in litigation then? 


TOM COOK: That wasn't the issue. 


CHAIRMAN: Would you want to explain this? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I know it's getting late and uh, we're 


all getting a little restless.We would certainly want to hear 


more of your views ifyou want to express themon this EIS and 


this lease sale. So, could you state that, Emily? 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


CHAIRMAN: Also, because it is late andwe've listened to 


so many of you, if you feel we should adjournnow, uh, perhaps 


you'd like to tell me. 


INTERPRETER:
(Inupiat) 


ISACC AKOOTCHOOK: Mr. Chairman, Imake a motion that the 


meeting be adjourned. 


CHAIRMAN: Do we have a second? All right, I thank you very 


very much for speaking it is adjourned. 


(Hearing closed at 12:50 a.m.) 
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Federal/State Proposed 
Oil and Gas LeaseSale 

(Sale BF) 

Public Hearings 

Kaktovik II 


1979 




and 

May 15,1979 

We the undersigned,
which is 100% of the High School Jr. 

High Studentsof Kaveolook High School,Kaktovik Alaska, strongly 

oppose the offshore lease sale in theBeauford Sea, 

water
We depend on fish, seal, whale, andfowl as the main part 

of our diet and we don't want anything to happen that might take 

these foods away from us, We also oppose anything that would 

jeopardizeour subsistance wayof life whichis very mucha part 

sf our  native culture. 
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r e l a t i v e s   c l o s e   a n d   

THE EARLY LIVES OF 
JOSEPHINE PANINGOONA ITTA 

AND 
MARY PAN INGOONA AKOOTCHOOK 

BY 
CYNTHIA WENTWORTH JACOBSON 

AND 
JANE AKOOTCHOOK THOMPSON 

Submit tedforthe  
BEAUFORT LEASESEA SALE 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
KAKTOVIK, ALASKA 
MAY 15, 1979 

The fol lowingaccount  is based on in te rv iews  wi th  two sisters who grew u p  i n  t h e  

areaoftheproposedBeaufortSeaLeaseSale .  Mary PaningoonaAkootchook, now of 

Kaktovik,andJosephinePaningoona I t ta,  now ofBarrow,recount t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  t h e i r  e a r l y  l i f e  at Flaxman I s l and ,  t he  Cann ing  R ive r  de l t a ,  and  the  Shav iov ik  

River  areas. It should be k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  many o t h e r  I n u p i a t  h a v e  a l s o  l i v e d  i n  

and usedthese  areas, and t h e i r  u s e  is n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  same as t h e s e  sisters' 


Mary and J o s e p h i n e ' s  f a t h e r  SamuelPaningoonaand t h e i r  motherIvaEvikana moved 

t o  Flaxman I s l a n d  fromBarrow,duringthe summer of1921.They t r a v e l l e d  by boat, 

andIva was pregnantwith Mary at the  time. Mary w a s  born af ter  theyreached 

Flaxman I s l and ,inSep tember ,  1921.Josephine(Inupiat  name Ekaggin) was t h e nt e n  

y e a r s  old. 


Flaxman I s l a n dh a st h r e eI n u p i a t  names. It is c a l l e d  Kugruak(which is t h eI n u p i a t  

name fortheCanningRiver ) ,Qik ik taq(which  means b i gi s l a n d s )a n dS i r a k ,  The 

s t o r y  g o e s  t h a t  t h e  p o l a r  b e a r s  named t h e  I s l a n d  S i r a k  b e c a u s e  t h i s  means the  p l ace  

where they  go t o  g e t  c o v e r e d  u p  w i t h  snow t o  havethe i rcubs .  Mary was g iventhe  

I n u p i a t  name S i r a k  s i n c e  s h e  w a s  bornthere  s o  s o o n  a f t e r  h e r  p a r e n t s '  a r r i v a l ,  

Her f r i e n d s  still know h e r  as "Sirak". ! 


SamuelPaningoona b u i l t  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  h o u s e  onFlaxman I s l a n d  i n  1 9 2 4 ,  at the  same 

l o c a t i o n  where t h ee x p l o r e rL e f f i n g w e l lh a dh i sh o u s e .S t i l ls t a n d i n g ,t h e  

Paningoonahouse is somet imesincorrec t lyident i f ied  as Leff ingwell ' shouse.(This  

mistakeoccursintheBeaufortSeaLeaseSaleDraftEIS,  p.99) ThePaningoona 

house is now a N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  S i t e ,  


The Pan ingoonafami lyusua l lyspen twin te r sinth i shouse  on Flaxman Is land .  From 

herethey would t rap,huntptarmiganandnet  seal. However, t h e ya l s ol i v e d  a semi-

nomadic l i f e s t y l e ,  moving s e a s o n a l l yt o  where t h ef i s ha n d  game were, I n  l a t e  

winter  - e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  t h e y  would t r a v e l  u p  t h e  S t a i n e s  R i v e r  by dogteam,hunting 

car ibouandptarmiganalongthe way, When theygotin land  on theCanning as f a r  as 

IgnekCreek,they would s topandf i shth roughtheicefo rawhi l e .  From heeethey 

t rave l lednor thwes t ,over landforabouttwenty  miles, t o  a f i s h i n g  p l a c e  on t h e  

KavikRiverwheretherewere w a r m  springs.(ThepeoplecalltheKavikRiverthe 

Shav ioveakRive r ) ,Be fo retheygo ttoth i sf i sh ingspo t ,t heyhadtoc rossove r  

themountains.  Theywould use  twodog teems t o  do t h i s ,  l e t t i n g  one team r e s tw h i l e  

t he  o the r  team pu l l ed  the  s l ed  wi th  the  gea r .  
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When they  were th rough  f i sh ing  at t h i s  p l a c e ,  t h e y  would t r a v e l  down theKavik 

(Shavioveak)  River  to  its conf luence  wi th  the  Shaviovik  River ,  and  then  down t h e  

Shav iov iktothecoas t .  A t  t h e  mouth of theShaviovik ,they  would v i s i t  w i t h  

Kal in ik  (E l i zabe th  Gr i e s t )  and  Kak ianak ,  who had a house on themainland (TLUI S i t e  

116) a c r o s s  fromTigvagiaqIsland. From t h e r et h e y  would go on home t o  Flaxman 

I s l a n d ,w h i l et h e r e  was still i c ef o rd o g - s l e dt r a v e l l i n g .  Then du r ingthe  summer 

a n d  e a r l y  f a l l ,  Paningoona o f t e n  moved t o  t h e i r  summer camp at Agiluagruk (Brownlow 

Point - TLUI Si t e  24). From he retheyusedthe i rboa ttohun twa te r fowl ,andhun t  

ca r ibou  a long  the  caas t .  


Josephineand Mary b o t h  b e g a n  l e a r n i n g  h u n t i n g  s k i l l s  a t  a n  ea r ly  age .  When 

J o s e p h i n e ' s  f a t h e r  f i r s t  taught he r  how t o  open a s t e e l  t r a p ,  she was s o  l i t t l e  t h a t  

h e r  f e e t  w e r e n ' t  l o n g  enough t o  h o l d  i t  open; it would spr ing  back  and  grab  her  

thumb. Her f a t h e r  made h e r  a s p e c i a l  p i e c e  o f  wood t o  h e l p  h o l d  i t  open. 


The g i r l s  d i d  a l o t  of h u n t i n gw i t ht h e i r  f a t h e r  when they  were teenagers .  They 

f i s h e d  a l l  t h e  time they  were growing up. 


The fo l lowingdesc r ibesthePan ingoonas 'l andusefo rsubs i s t ence ,acco rd ingto  

w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s ,  A l l  o ft h e i ru s eo c c u r r e d  e i t h e rw i t h i nt h e  B e a u f o r tS e a  Lease 

Sa le  area i t s e l f  o r  i n  areas tha tcouldbeimpacted  by the  Sa le ,  


Brownlow Poin t  was a veryimportant  summer a n d  f a l l  f i s h i n g  area. F i s h  were caught 

w i t h  n e t s  s e t  i n  t h e  oceannorth-northeastofthepoint ,sometimes two t o  t h r e e  

miles from shore.  They were a l s o  se t  i n  t h e  l a g o o n  i n s i d e  t h e  s p i t  j u s t  t o  t h e  

east of t h ep o i n t .A r c t i c c h a r  were the f i r s t  f i s h  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n t e s ,  i n  

e a r l yJ u l y ,  The fami lya lsocaughtsculp in(kanayuk)andf lounder(na tagnok)  

here .  Then la te r ,  s t a r t i n gi nA u g u s t ,t h ea r c t i cc i s c o( k a k t a k )r u n  wouldbegin. 

Septembervasthebest time forcatchingKaktak and thePaningoonascaughtlo ts  

a n d  l o t s  of t h e s e  small f i s h .  They c o u l df i s hh e r e  a l l  daylong i ft h e yw a n t e d ,  

workingthenetfrom one e n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  a n d  it wouldbe f u l l  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  

They would f i n a l l y  h a v e  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  s h o r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d ' n t  c a r r y  a n y  

more f i s h  i n  t h e i r  b o a t ,  

Josephineand Mary a l s o  f i s h e d  f o r  a r c t i c  c h a r  a l l  a long  the  coas t  sou theas t  o f  
Brownlow Po in t ,  as f a r  as t h e  mouth of t h e  CanningRivers '  main channel. Here 
they  f i shed  for grayl ing(sulukpaugak)  as well as a r c t i c  c h a r ,  a g a i n  w i t h  n e t s .  

L a t e r  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  a f t e r  f r eezeup ,  Pan ingoona ' s  would t r a v e l  by dogteam t o  
t h e  a r e a  of the Canning River  about  ten miles due south  of Brownlow Point .  
Here t h e y  f i s h e d  f o r  g r a y l i n g  a n d  f o r  l i n g  cod ( t i t a a l i k ) ,  f o r  several mi l e s  
a long  the  mainand southernbranchoftheCanning. 

I n  l a t e  win ter  and  spr ingt ime,  the  family t rave l led  in land  up  the  Canning  River  
t o  f i s h .  The a reaa roundthe  mouthes of Ignek and Nanook Creekswhich is c a l l e d  
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Suuvl ik ,  was good for ca tch ingarc t icchar ,l ingcod,andgrayl ing .There  

was another  good f i s h i n g  area s e v e r a l  miles f a r t h e r  u p r i v e r ,  where t h e s e  same 

s p e c i e s  were caught.Then when thefami lyc rossedoverthemoun ta instothe  

KavikRiver. (as mentionedpreviously) Theywould f i s h  for a r c t i cc h a ra n d  

g r a y l i n gi nt h e  w a r m  spr ings .Trave l l ingfur therdownr iver ,theysomet imes  

caught pails and pails of small b l a c k  f i s h  at the  Kavik ' s  conf luence  wi th  the  

Shaviovik,andaroundtheShaviovikRiverdel ta .  The b lack f i sh  may be c a l l e d  

Kavisi laak.  They a l s oc a u g h t  small w h i t ef i s h ,  whichlookedl ikeika lusaak  

(probably least c i s c o )  b u t  t h i s  is not  what they  were. Inanycase ,these  

f i s h  were very  good ea t ing  and  were a l s o  f e d  t o  t h e  dogs. 


Caribou 

Areas u s e d  f o r  c a r i b o u  h u n t i n g  were (and still  a r e )  a func t ion  of season,  
as t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of snow coverdetermineswhether or not  easy  over land  
t r a v e l  is p o s s i b l e .  

I n  summertime,thePaningoonashuntedcaribou a l l  a long  the  coas t  of t h e  
CanningRiver Delta, by boatand on food.Josephine t e l l s  t h a td u r i n gt h e  
summer, when they  saw ca r ibou  a long  the  sho re  of themainlandfromQikiktaq 
(Flaxman Is land)they 'dgohunt ing .Thei rhunt ing  area extended as f a r  east 
as theCanningRiver ' s  main channeland as far west as Poin t  Hopson.They 
wouldsometimeswalk as f a r  as th ree  or fou r  miles i n l a n di np u r s u i t  of t h e  
car ibou ,  andthey  did. a l o t  of backpacking t o  b r i n g  t h e  meat out. 

In l a t e  w i n t e r  and. early s p r i n g ,  t h e  P a n i n g o o n a  g i r l s  t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a the ruptheS ta inesRive r  t o  huntcaribou. The ca r ibouwin te redin  a l a r g e  

area t o  t h e  west o f  theSta inesRiver ,be tweentenandtwenty- f ive  miles 

i n l and  from t h e  coast. 


Trapping was a winteroccupat ion,and as mentionedpreviously,thePaningoona 

g i r l s  l e a r n e d  how t o  t r a p  e a r l y  i n  l i f e .  The barrier i s l a n d s  were e s p e c i a l l y  

impor t an t  fo r  Arc t i c  fox  t r app ing .  T raps  were se t  a l l  over  Flaxman I s l a n d ,  and 

on a l l  the  Maquire Is lands.Herethe girls caught many white  and  also blue 

foxes.  They a l s o  had. a t r a p l i n e  whichwent a l l  a l o n gt h e  c o a s t  fromFlaxman 

I s l a n d ,  as f a r  as Point  Gordon. I n  t h e  f a l l  t i m e ,  they sometimestravel led 

i n l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  S t a i n e s  R i v e r  t o  where i t  j o i n s  t h e  C a n n i n g ,  s e t t i n g  t r a p s  

a longthe  way. Not f a r  fromwhere t h er i v e r sj o i n ,t h ew h i t ef u rt r a d e r  

Henry Chamberlainhad a house. The family would t r a p  a r o u n d  t h i s  area and  fo r  

s e v e r a l  miles upr iver .  They gotgrayandred  as well as whitefox. 


HenryChamberlainalsohad a t r ad ing  pos t  a t  Brownlow Poin t  (TLUI S i t e  24), 

wherepeoplecouldtradetheirfursformerchandisesuch as f l o u r ,s u g a r ,  

tea ,  coffee,andammunition, He s e t t l e  t h e r e  i n  1923 or 1924 andremained 

fo rabou ttwen tyyea r sun t i l  1943. His was aboutthe last AlaskanBeaufort 

Sea t r a d i n g  p o s t  t o  c lose  down a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of t h e  f o x  f u r  p r i c e  i n  t h e  1930’s. 
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When Chamberlain f i r s t  a r r i v e d  at Brownlow Po in t ,  Mrs. Paningoona made f u r  
a n d  s k i n  c l o t h i n g  f o r  himandtook care of him. H e  n e v e r  f o r g o t  a b o u t  t h i s ,  
and when he l e f t  i n  1943 hegave a l l  h i s  r e m a i n i n g  m e r c h a n d i s e  t o  t h e  
Paningoonas. 

Waterfowl and Snowy O w l  

I n  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e ,  t h e r e  were l o t s  ofducksaroundFlaxmanIslandand Brownlow 
Point .  Common e iders(amaul igruak)andKingeiders. (k ina l ik)  were t h e  main 
s p e c i e s  h u n t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  time, and  the  eas t e rn  part of  Flaxman I s l a n d  w a s  t h e  
most important area f o rh u n t i n g  them. Some waterfowl were a l s ot a k e n  on Pole 
Is landandBelvedereIs land,Waterfowleggs were also ga thered  a l l  overthe  
b a r r i e r  i s l a n d s ,  a n d  d r i f t w o o d  f o r  h e a t i n g  was ga thered  at t h e  same time. 

In  thefa l l t imePaningoonashuntedblackbrant(n ig l ingak)  a round Brownlow 
Point.These were a l s oh u n t e d  on t h e  eastern part of Flaxman I s l and .  Also 
i n  t h e  f a l l ,  Mary and  Joseph ine ' s  f a the r  a lways  t r apped  snowy owls(ukpik)  
i n  t h i s  same area, These were t rappedforfood.  

Waterfowl(as  well as o t h e r  f i s h  a n d  game) were s t o r e d  i n  t h e  P a n i n g o o n a ' s  
i c e  c e l l a r  by t h e i rh o u s e  on Flaxman Is land .Lotsof  times i n  t h e  f a l l  a n d  
win te r  t hey  wouldhave v i s i t o r s  t h a t  were r ea l ly  hungry ,  Theywould feedanyone 
who w a s  hungry ,f romthebi rds  i n  t h ei c ec e l l a r .F o re x a m p l e ,d u r i n gt h ew i n t e r  
of 1939-40, seve ra l  p re sen tday  Kak tov ik  r e s iden t s  were l i v i n g  on the  Shaviovik  
River ,and it was a verybadyearforsubs is tence ,  Two ofthesepeople  came 
t o  Paningoonas'on Flaxman I s l and  and  go t  b i rds ,  seal o i l  a n d  f i s h  t o  t a k e  
back t o  a n o t h e r  who otherwise wouldhavedied of s t a r v a t i o n .  

S e a l  

Most ofPaningonnas' seal hun t ing  took  p l ace  in  the  area northof  Brownlow 
Pt .  Flaxman Is land,  and  Nor th  S tar  I s land ,  ex tending  about  s ix  miles out.  T 
They a l so  hun ted  seal fromFlaxman I s l a n d  a l l  t h e  way o v e r  t o  Beechey Pt., 
on t h e  o u t e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  b a r r i e r  i s l a n d s .  T h e t  d i d  n o t  h u n t  seal i n s i d e  t h e  
b a r r i e r  i s l a n d s .  

The familyhunted seal at a l l  times ofyear ,  whenever t h e r e  was open water. 
Sometimestheywouldhuntthem when they  were on t h e  i c e ,  a n d  o t h e r  times 
t h e y  n e t t e d  them, 

Po la r  B e a r  

The Paningoonashuntedpolarbearin  t h e  f a l l  t i m e  on t h ec o a s t  o f f  Brownlow Pt. 
They a l so  hun ted  them t o  t h e  west of t h e i r  c a b i n  on Flaxman Is land .  As s t a t e d  
ear l ier ,  S i r a k ,  which is Nary ' s  name and  the  Eskimo name for Flaxman I s l a n d ,  
means “placewherepolarbears go t o  ge t  covered  up  wi th  snow and  have  the i r  
cubs . 



JosephinePaningoona Itta and 
Mary PaningoonaAkootchook 

,- Page f i v e  

Squi r re l  and  Ptarmigan  

Mary andJosephinehuntedptarmigan on t h e  i c e  i n  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  s p r i n g  i n  t h e  
area betweenFlaxman I s l and  and  Brownlow Pt.Mary can remember having ptarmigan 
for breakfas t ,p ta rmiganforlunch ,andptarmigan  f o r  d innerdayaf te rday  
du r ing  l ean  times. Shehuntedbothptarmigan and s q u i r r e l  on the Canning River 
channe l  immedia t e ly  to  the  east of t h e  S t a i n e s  R i v e r ,  from the  mouth t o  a b o u t  
5 miles upr iver .  

Josephineand Mary l i v e d  i n  t h e  Canning River  del ta  area u n t i l  t h e  1940's, ex­
cep t  for t h e  two year  per iod  1929-1931. D u r i n g  t h i s  time thePaningoonas moved 
overtoKanik tuk ,  a s i t e  west o f  t h e  C o l v i l l e  R i v e r .  (TLUI s i t e )  T h i s  was a l s o  
where the  T igs i ak  f ami ly  l i ved ,  and  Evon AnugasakEgaugak, a cousin o f  Samuel's, 
had  re indeer  at t h i s  s i t e . - P a n i n g o o n a s  s p e n t  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  of 1930 a t  Beechey 
Pt. ,(TLUI s i t e  102)  and  then  r e tu rned  to  Flaxman I s l a n d  by sa i lboa t  t he  fo l low­
i n g  summer. 

Josephineand Mary still  l i v e  i n  s e l f - r e l i a n t  way, app ly ing  the  knowledgeand 
s k i l l s  t h e y  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e i r  y o u t h  t o  t h e  modern s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e .  Mary 
and  her  husband Isaac  usually r e t u r n  t o  Flaxman Is land  and  Brownlow Pt .  every 
summer to  hun t  and  f i sh ,  du r ing  I saac ' s  vaca t ion .  Theyhaveplans t o  move 
back t o  t h e i r  h o u s e  a t  Flaxman i s l a n d  when Isaac re t i res  from t h e  B a r t e r  
I s l a n d  DEW l i n e  s i t e ,  wherehehasbeenemployed for over22years. 

Josephineand Mary a l so  have  provided  informat ion  on gravesites i n  t h e  area 
of theBeaufortSeaLeaseSale .  

I s u u k  ( P i t t  P o i n t .  TLLI S i t e )  

Buried at i suuk  are two sisters of Josephine 'sandMary’s ,  betweenthem i n  a g e ,  
who d i e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  f i r s t  b i r t h d a y ' s ,  t h e i r  nameswereTipanaandSirakgina. 

Intheg raveya rd  a t  Beechey Point ,IvaEvikana is buried.  She d ied  of  pneumonia 
i n  falltime, 1944. Mary and. Joseph ine ' s  sisters Eva andIda died. dur ingthe  
f luep idemicinea r ly1945 ,and  are bur iedheretoo .  A n  o ld  man named Olak 
is a l s o  b u r i e d  h e r e .  

Qikiktaq,Kugruak o r  S i r a k  (Flaxman I s l and  TLUI S i t e  118) 

There are twograves on t h e  e a s t e r n  part of Flaxman Is land ,probably  in t h e  
corner  of t r a c t  #10 of theproposedPoint  Thomson o i l  l easesa le .Bur ied  here 
are Henry n Si lameootchiak,andCliffordSavak 'swife  Tooglak. (Savak was 
Mary ‘s uncle  ) 

i n  t he  g raveya rd  a t  Brownlow P o i n t ,  Mary andJosephine’spa terna lgrandparents  
Sus i e  Nasook and Shorty Anupkana are bur ied  the i r  materna l  grandmother ,  
Tatkavina,  is a l s o  b u r i e d  h e r e .  
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K a k t o v i k  May 1 5 ,  1 9 7 9  1 

W a l tA u d i :  
L -: :-' . - . < --.- ­

madeby t h eK a k t o v i k  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  - .-'.-T h i sr e s o l u t i o n  was up -,.,., 

RESOLUTION 7 9 - 0 6  

A R E S O L U T I O N  C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  K A K T O V I K  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G  O N  T H E  DRAFT 
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  IMPACT STATEMENT O N  T H E  PROPOSED FEDERAL/STATE 
B E A U F O R T  SEA O I L  A N D  GAS LEASESALE 

WHEREAS, t h eK a k t o v i kC i t yC o u n c i lh a so p p o s e do f f s h o r ed e v e l o p m e n t  

i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e as i n c eA p r i l ,1 9 7 8 ,  when t h ep l a n sw e r ef i r s t  

p u b l i c l ya n n o u n c e d ;  we h a v ea l s oj o i n e do t h e rB e a u f o r tS e aC o m m u n i t i e s  

i nl a w s u i t st ot r ya n ds t o pE x x o n ' s  D u c kI s l a n dU n i t  Well No. 1 

b u i l t  o n  a g r a v e lp a d  a t  t h em o u t ho ft h eS a g v a n i r k t o lR o v e re a s t  


o fP r u d h o eB a y ;a n d  


WHEREAS, t h ef i r s tp u b l i ch e a r i n go nt h eD r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c t  


S t a t e m e n to nt h ep r o p o s e dF e d e r a l / S t a t eB e a u f o r tS e a  O C S  O i l  a n d  


Gas L e a s eS a l e  i s  b e i n gh e l di n  our v i l l a g eo n  May 1 5 ,  1 9 7 9 ;a n d  


WHEREAS, many c i t i z e n s  i n  o u r  v i l l a g e  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s p e a k i n g  


a n du n d e r s t a n d i n gE n g l i s h ,b e c a u s et h en a t i v el a n g u a g eo fm o s t  


o f  o u r  v i l l a g ep e o p l e  i s  I n u p i a qE s k i m o ;a n d  


WHEREAS, o u r  v i l l a g ea p p r e c i a t e st h ee f f o r tt h eg o v e r n m e n t  i s  


m a k i n gt o  come t o  o u r  v i l l a g e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  


we w a n tt o  make s u r et h a to u rt e s t i m o n y  i s  f u l l yu n d e r s t o o db y  


a l l  c o n c e r n e d ;a n d  


WHEREAS, f u l lE n g l i s ht r a n s l a t i o no ft h eI n u p i a ql a n g u a g eh e a r i n g s  


i nB a r r o w ,A l a s k ai nS e p t e m b e r ,1 9 7 7 ,c o n c e r n i n gt h eD r a f tE n v i r o n m e n t a l  


I m p a c tS t a t e m e n to u tt h er e g u l a t i n g  of B o w h e a dw h a l eh u n t i n g ,  was 


p r o m p t l yd o n ea tg o v e r n m e n te x p e n s ea n dm a d e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  


r e c o r d  f o r  t h a tE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n t ;a n d  


WHEREAS, s i m i l a ra r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h i sh e a r i n gw o u l dh e l p  make s u r e  


t h a tt h et e s t i m o n yo f  our v i l a g ep e o p l e  w i l l  r e c e i v ep r o p e rc o n s i d e r a t i o n  


b yt h eg o v e r n m e n t .  


NOW,. THEREFORE,  B E  I T  RESOLVED THAT t h eC i t yC o u n c i l  of  K a k t o v i kh e r e b y :  


1. 	 Reaffirms i t s  o p p o s i t i o nt ot h ep r o p o s e dF e d e r a l ? S t a t eB e a u f o r t  


S e a  OCS O i l  a n dG a sl e a s e  s a l e  now p r o p o s e df o rD e c e m b e r ,1 9 7 9 .  


2 .  E x p r e s s e s  i t s  t h a n k st ot h e  Hon .GuyMar t in ,  Asst. S e c r e t a r yo f  


t h eI n t e r i o ra n d  t o  H o n .J a y  Hammond, G o v e r n o ro fA l a s k a ,a n da n y  


o t h e rp e r s o n si n v o l v e di ns c h e d u l i n gt h ep u b l i ch e a r i n g si no u r '  


v i l l a g e .  
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3 .  	 ' S t a t e st h a t  a c o m p l e t ew r i t t e nE n g l i s ht r a n s l a t i o no ft h e  


I n u p i a ql a n g u a g et e s t i m o n y  a t  t h ep u b l i ch e a r i n g so nt h e  Draf t  


E n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n to nt h ep r o p o s e dF e d e r a l / S t a t eB e a u f o r t  


S e a  O i l  a n d  Gas L e a s eS a l em u s tb ep r o m p t l yp r e p a r e da n di n c l u d e d  as 


a no f f i c i a lp a r to ft h er e c o r do ft h e s eh e a r i n g si nt i m e  for i t s  


c o n s i d e r a t i o ni nt h ei n a lE n v i r o n m e n t a lI m p a c tS t a t e m e n t .  


4 .  S t a t e st h a tt h i sc o m p l e t et r a n s l a t i o nm u s tb ep r e p a r e di n  

a d d i t i o nt oa n yo r a lE n g l i s hs u m m a r yg i v e n  a t  t h et i m eo ft h e  

h e a r i n g si no r d e rt h a tt h ev a l u a b l e ,e x p e r t t e s t i m o n y  o f  our 

v i l l a g ep e o p l e  i s  f u l l yu n d e r s t o o d .  

I n t r o d u c e d :  May 14, 1 9 7 9  
A d o p t e d :  May 1 4 ,  1 9 7 9  
S i g n e db yM a y o r  Walt Audi ,Mayor 
A t t e s t e db yE d n ak .S o p l u ,C i t yC l e r k  

I s a a cA k o o t c h o o k :  

My name i s  I saac  A k o o t c h o o k .  I w a sb o r ni nN a a l a g i a g v i k .( A r e yI s l a n d )  

I ' v eb e e n  a r e s i d e n th e r es i n c e  I am now 57 y e a r so l d .  We d o n ' te a t  

s t o r eb o u g h tf o o dt h a tt h ep e o p l ei nf r o n to f  u s  e a t .S i n c eO c t o b e r  

u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t  w e  a g a i nh a v eb e e ne a t i n gt h ea n i m a l so ft h es e a .  

D u c k s ,F i s ha n dw h a l e st h a t  we l o v e  s o  much.  If y o u ' v eb e e nr e a d i n g  

p a p e r s  a l l  w i n t e ry o uw o u l d  know a b o u tm a n yw h a l e st h a tw e r ek i l l e d  

o u t s i d e .  We d o n ' t  know i ft h e y  were k i l l e d  by o i l  or f r o mb e i n gs i c k .  

They e v i d e n t l y  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n e v e r  t o l d  why. 

We a l l  know we become i ll  when w e  f a c e  s o m e t h i n go u rb o d y  is n o tu s e d  

t o .  Some o f  us b a r e l y  make i t  t h r o u g h .  It's t h es a m ew i t hw h a l e s ,  

s e a l s ,a n dd u c k s .S o m e t h i n gf o r e i g nt ot h e i rb o d ym a k e st h e m  ill .  

We d o n ' t  k n o ww h a tt h a tm i g h tb et h a tm a k e st h e m  i l l .  T h e s ep e o p l e  

i n  f r o n t  of  us whocame t o  l i s t e n  t o  us d o n ' t  know e i t h e r .  A l l  y e a r  

w e ' v eb o u g h th e a r i n ga b o u tt h eB e a u f o r tS e al e a s es a l e .  We a l w a y s  

h e a ra b o u t  i t  w h e nt h e ys i g h tw h a l e s  a t  H e r s c h e lI s l a n da n d  it t a k e s  

t h e m  sometimes t w ow e e k st og e th e r e .T h e yp l a ya r o u n de n r o u t e , .  

c o m i n gc l o s et ot h el a n d .T h a t s  how t h e yt r a v e la l lt h e  way a l o n g  

t h e  c o a s t .  T h er e s i d e n t sh e r ei nK a k t o v i ko n l yk n o wa b o u tt h i s  l i t t l e  

a r e aw h e r e  w e  h u n t .  We d o n ' tg o  t o  B r o w n l o wP o i n tt o  l o o k  a t  t h e m  so 

w e  d o n ' t  k n o ww h e r et h e y  go t h e r eT h ep e o p l ei ne a c ha r e a  know a b o u t  

t h a tc e r t a i n  area.  T h a t  is t h er e a s o nt h e s ep e o p l eh e r ei nf r o n t  who 

came t o  h e a ru s  w i l l  n o tf r i g h t e n  me:  We c a no n l yu n d e r s t a n de a c h  

o t h e rb yt a l k i n gf a c et of a c e .  They w i l l  u n d e r s t a n dt h a tt h ep e o p l e  

-~~~ 
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u p  d o n ' t  o u r  s o u r c eh e r e  w a n tf o o d  d e s t r o y e d .  We l o v e  t h a t  

f o o da n dl o o kf o r w a r dt ot h e mw h e nt h es e a s o nf i n a l l ya r r i v e s .F i s h  

a n ds h e e pa l s ot h a t  we w e r ea l lc o n c e r n e da b o u t  a l l  w i n t e r .T h e yw a n t  

t o  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  b i g  h u n t e r s  who h a v el o t s  o f  m o n e ya n dt a k e  i t  

a w a yf r o m  u s  who l i v e  on  t h e m .  We d o n ' tl i k et os e es o m e t h i n gl i k e  

t h i sb u tt h e yr e g u l a t e  i t  b e c a u s et h e ya r et h eo n e s  whomake t h e  

laws.  L e tt h e ml i s t e nt ou sw h i l et h e ya r em a k i n gl a w s .T h e y  w i l l  

h e a ru si f  w e  l e tt h e m  knowwhat  w e  a r et h i n k i n g .T h a t  i s  w h a t  I 

t h i n k .  Many o f  u sd o n ' ta l w a y su n d e r s t a n dt h eE n g l i s hl a n g u a g eb u t  

when i t s  s p o k e ni nI n u p i a q  w e  c a ne x p r e s so u r s e l v e sb e t t e r .  I w a n t e d  

t os a yt h i sb e c a u s et h e r ea r ep e o p l e  who w i l l  l i v ea f t e r  u s .  L e tt h e m  

s e ey o ua l s os h o w i n gw h a t  we h a v eh e r e .  I m i g h ts a ys o m e t h i n ge l s e  

l a t e r  a f t e rl i s t e n i n gt oo t h e r s .T h a n ky o u .  

A QUESTION ASKED W H A T  T I M E  OF THE Y E A R  THE WHALES T R A V E L  FROM 

HERSCHELISLAND T O  K A K T O V I K .  

I s aac  A k o o t c h o o k :T h ep e o p l eh e r et e l e p h o n e st h ep e o p l e  a t  t h e  

DewLine s i t e  t h e r e  when t h e yt h i n kt h ew h a l e ss h o u l db es t a r t i n g .  

t h a t s  how w e  h e a ra b o u tt h e m .  We u s u a l l y  w a i t  a b o u tt w ow e e k sb e f o r e  

t h e yg e th e r e .T h e yt r a v e lf e e d i n ga n dp l a y i n ga n ds t o p p i n ga n d  

g o i n gb a c ka n df o r t h .T h el a s to n e su s u a l l yj u s tt r a v e lw i t h o u t  

s t o p p i n g .T h i sh a p p e n sa n y w h e r e  from l a s t  p a r to fA u g u s tt o  

S e p t e m b e ra n dm a y b et oO c t o b e r .  

J o n a s  N i n g e o k  : 

My name i s  J o n a sN i n g e o k .  I d o n ' tk n o w  for s u r ew h e r e  I was b o r n  

b u t  it was n e a r  B a r t e r  I s l a n d .  I l i v e di nB a r r o wf o r  a t ime b u ts i n c e  

I ' v eb e e nb a c kh e r et h i s  i s  my home. I ' v eh e a r da b o u t  how w h a l e s  

t r a v e lb o t hi nB a r r o wa n dh e r e .T h ew h a l e st r a v e l  c lo se  t o  t h e  

l a n d .  When t h e y ' v eg o t t e nw h a l e s  some h a v eh a d  mud on t h e i rb o d y  

from t r a v e l i n gu n d e r  i c e .  T h eI n u p i a tc a n n o tg ow i t h o u tw h a l eo i l .  

T h a t  is t h er e a s o n  we o p p o s et h e  l e a s e  s a l e .  I f o ro n e ,a nI n u p i a q ,  

g e t sw e a ki n  my bodywhen I d o n ' th a v e  o i l  o f t e n ,  when I e a t  a l l  

w h i t e  man f o o d .  Any s e a  m a m m a l  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  s e a l  o r  b e a r d e d  s e a l  

w i l l  g e ts i c k  i f  it s w a l l o w so i l( p e t r o l e u m ) .  A p e r s o nc a ng e ts i c k  

from o i l  ( p e t r o l e u m )t h e  same w a y .  When a na n i m a l  comes u p  t o  b r e a t h  

h e  w i l l  b r e a t h  i n  o i l  ( p e t r o l e u m )w h i c h  i s  o nt o p ,w h e t h e r  it b e  a 

w h a l e  o r  a n ya n i m a l .  Use f o r  e x a m p l et h e  time w h e nd u c k sd i e do f f  
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by t h em i l l i o n s  when j u s t  a v e r y  l i t t l e  o i l  was s p i l l e dn e a rB a r r o w .  

I na l lt h ei s l a n d st h e r ew e r eo i ls o a k e dd u c k sw a s h e du p .T h i sw a s  

when t h en a v y  f i r s t  c a m e .  Whenwe t h eI n u p i a td o n ' te a t  our own 

n a t i v ef o o d  o u r  b o d yc h a n g e s .  When we t r y  t o  j u s t  e a t  t h ew h i t e  man 

f o o d .T h i s  i s  t r u ew i t h  me anyway.  I h a v eh e a r do fp e o p l e  who c a n t  

g ow i t h o u tb l u b b e r .  When o u r  a n i m a l sh e r ea r ed e s t r o y e dt h e r e  i s  n o  

way w e  w i l l  b ea b l et og e tb l u b b e r .T h i s  w i l l  h a p p e nw h e nt h e r e  

s h o u l d  b e  a na c c i d e n t  o f  a no i ls p i l lu n d e rt h ei c e .  many a na n i m a l  

o ft h e  s ea  w i l l  b ed e s t r o y e d .T h i s  i s  t h er e a s o n  we o p p o s et h e  

l e a s e  s a l e  o nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .T h a t  i s  how I t h i n k .  I am h a p p y  

t h a tt h e s ep e o p l e  who a r e  s i t t i n gi nf r o n to f  u s  came. They a r eh e r e  

t o  t r y  t o  f i xs o m e t h i n g .T h e y  came t oh e a r  u s ,  t h ev i l l a g e r so f  

K a k t o v i k .T h e yk n o wt h a t  i f  t h e yd ot h i n g sw i t h o u tl i s t e n i n gt o  u s  

t h e r e  w i l l  b ep r o b l e m s .T h e ya l s ok n o wt h a ts o m et h i n g s  w i l l  h a v e  

t ok e e pg o i n ga n d  i t  w i l l  i f  we j u s t  l e t  t h i s  t h i n g  p a s s  b e c a u s e  w e  

w a n tt a l k .  you .d o n ' tt oH e r e  I end  my t a l k .  Thank  


A QUESTION A S K E D  H O W  THE LEASE SALE W I L L  EFFECT T H E  WHALE. 


J o n a sN i n g e o k :  


W h i l ed r i l l i n gi nt h eo c e a nb o t t o ma n dt h e r es h o u l db ea na c c i d e n t ,  


a n dt h e  o i l  s t a r t  s p i l l i n g  many a n i m a l so ft h e  s e a  w i l l  b eh u r t .  


Herman  Rexfo rd  : 


My name i s  H e r m a n 
R e x f o r d .  I was o r i g i n a l l yf r o m  P t .  B a r r o w .  I move 

h e r es i n c e1 9 4 1a n de v e rs i n c et h e nI ' v el i v e dh e r e .  I w i l l  s p e a ki n  

Eskimo.  I t  is  e a s i e r  t os p e a k .I ' v es p e n t  a l o to ft i m et h i n k i n g  

s i n c et h i sp r o p o s e d  l e a s e  s a l e  came u p .T h e r e  a r e  now more a n dm o r e  

h a r d s h i p s  t h a t  we a r e  e n c o u n t e r i n g  n o to n l yi n  o u rl i f e s t y l eb u t  

a b o u tt h e  animals  a s  w e l l .  E v e r y t i n g  i s  c h a n g i n g .  I t s  g e t t i n g  

h a r d e r  t o  c o m eb ya n i m a l s .Y o u ,t h eh u n t e r s ,h a dt og o  f a r  t oh u n t  

t h i sw i n t e r .T h e y  a r e  g e t t i n gf a r t h e ra w a y .  I wonder Maybewhy. 

t h eo i ld e v e l o p m e n t ,p l a n e sa n ds h i p s  a r e  t o on o i s y .  One t i m e  when 

we were o u t  a s h i pp a s s e da n de v e nt h o  we c o u l dh a r d l y  s ee  i t  w e  c a n  

h e a r  i t .  And h e r eo u r  e a r s  a r e  n o t  a s  s e n s i t i v e  as  t h ea n i m a l s .  

We know t h ew h a l e s ,  s e a l s  a n db e a r s  a r e  a l s o  s e n s i t i v e  t o  smel l .  

They a r e  a f t e r  t h e  l ea se '  s a l e' i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e ab e c a u s et h e y  know 

o fw h a tt h e yh a v ef o u n dt h e r e .T h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e s  a r e  a f t e r  i t .  

W e ' v eb e e nt o l dt h a tG o v e r n o r  Hammond a n d  Cec i l  A n d r u s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  

make the decision months whether to hold the sale 

.~ 
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.-_. .. 

And r i g h t  now w e  d o n ' tw a n to u r  ' l i f e s t y l ea n dh u n t i n gh a m p e r e di n  

. .  anyway .  We l i k et oe a tt h ea n  nimals b e c a u s e  we w e r er a i s e do nt h e m .  

I w o u l dl i k et os e et h el e a s es a l es t o p p e d .  One t i m e  way b e f o r et h e  

o i lc o m p a n i e sc a m e  I w i n t e r e di nP r u d h o eB a y .  We f i s h e di nt h er i v e r s ,  

l a k e s .F i s hw e r et h e r et h e n ,a r et h e y  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  He d o n ' tk n o w .  

I t  i s  a l l  h a z a r d o u s .  I want  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l ea b o u tt h ei c ea l s o .  

A l t h o u g ht h ec u r r e n th e r ei s n ' t  as s t r o n g  a s  i t  i s  i n  B a r r o wo n c et h e  
. : 

i c e  s t a r t s  m o v i n g  i t s  p w e r f u l .T h e  i c e  o v e r p o w e r sa n y t h i n gi n  i t s  

p a t hr e g a r d l e s s  of  s i z e .T h e ys h o u l ds e et h ei c e  jammed i n t oo u r  

i s l a n d  down t h e r e .  I t  p u s h e d  o f f  t i m b e ra n dw e n to v e rt h ei s l a n d .  

T h a t s  how s t r o n gt h e  i c e  i s .  If  t h e yp u ta nd r i l lr i go u tt h e r ei n  

t h eo c e a n  w i l l  i t  b ea b l et ow i t h s t a n dt h ei c e .T h i sm i g h th a p p e n  

w h i l et h e ya r ei nt h ed r i l l i n gp r o c e s s .  The i c e  w i l l  move e v e ni n  

t h ed e a d  o f  w i n t e r .O n c e  i t  s t a r t s  m o v i n ga n dp r e s s u r er i d g i n g  i t  

t h r e a t e n st h el i v e so fh u n t e r s .  N o w  when I am t h i n k i n ga b o u t  i t  

when t h e yd od e c i d eo nt h el e a s e  s a l e  I d o n ' t  knowhow we w i l l  l i v e .  

No m a t t e r  w h a t  we, t h eI n u p i a q ,s a yt h e yw a n tt h el e a s es a l et o  . 

h a p p e n .  We know f o r  a f a c t  t h a tt h e  l e a s e  s a l e  w i l l  h u r tu si no u r  

l i f e s t y l ea n di no u rs u b s i s t e n c eh u n t i n g .  Even t ot h ee a s t  o f  u s  

t h e yk e e pt r y i n gt od r i l le v e nt h o u g ht h e yr u ni n t op r o b l e m s .  I 

h o p et h ed e c i s i o nm a k e r sd e c i d ea g a i n s tt h es a l e .  I t  i s  up  t ot h e m  

t od e c i d ew h e t h e r  we d i s a g r e e  o r  n o t .T h i se n d s  my t a l k .T h a n ky o u .  

Mike  Edwards  : 

My name i s  M i k eE d w a r d s ,  I ' m  a s c h o o lt e a c h e rh e r ei nt h es c h o o l .  

I ' v el i v e do nt h eN o r t hS l o p eB o r o u g hs i n c e  1974. I w o u l dl i k et o  

p r e s e n t  t h ep a n e l  a p e t i t i o n  d a t e d  May 1 5 ,  1 9 7 9 .  
. . . .. .... . . . .. . .. '  "We t h eu n d e r s i g n e d ,w h i c h  i s  1 0 0 %  of  t h e  H i g hS c h o o la n d  J r .  H i g h. .. . .  

. . .  . ., .. 
._.. S t u d e n t s  o f  K a v e o l o o kH i g hS c h o o l ,K a k t o v i k ,A l a s k a ,s t r o n g l yo p p o s e.... 
. . .... 

. . .  
: 
, :. . . t h eo f f s h o r e  l e a s e  s a l e  i nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  .. 

, .. '.. 
:. .. . . . .  

We d e p e n d  on f i s h ,  s e a l ,  w h a l e ,a n d  water  f o w l  a s  t h em a i np a r to f  o 

o u r  d i e t  a n d  w e  d o n ' tw a n ta n y t h i n g  t o  h a p p e nt h a tm i g h tt a k et h e s e  

f o o d sa w a yf r o mu s .  We a l s oo p p o s ea n y t h i n gt h a tw o u l dj e o p a r d i z e  

o u r  s u b s i s t a n c e  way o f  l i f e  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  much a p a r t  o f  o u r  n a t i v e  
. .  

c u l t u r e .  


T o  reiterate j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  w h a t  Mr. R e x f o r ds a i d .  O i l  s p i l l s  


is n o t  t h e  main c o n c e r n ,  i t  i s  o n e  of t h ec o n c e r n s ,t h a tn o i s e  i s  
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v e r y  much a p a r t  o f  t h e  way t h ea n i m a l  moveup h e r e .  T h eI n u p i a t  


p e o p l e  t h e  t h a t  . I f e e l  


I n u p i a tp e o p l ea r ev e r y  much a p a r to ft h ee n v i r o n m e n ti t s e l f .T h e y  


a r e  p a r to ft h ef o o dc h a i n .  As t i m eh a sg o n e ,a n dt h e y ' v eg o n ef r o m  


h u n t i n go nf o o tt oh u n t i n gb yd o g  team t oh u n t i n gb ys n o wm a c h i n e s ,  


t h e yh a v es e e nt h ea n i m a l s  move f u r t h e r  awayfromthem.  And a s  


h e l i c o p t e r sa n dh e r c sa n ds h i p sa n dm o r eb o a t s  come i n  t o  t h e  a r e a  


t od e v e l o p es o m e t h i n gl i k et op r o p o s eo f f s h o r es a l e .  I f  t h i sd o e s  


g o e st h r o u g h  w e  a l l  know t h a t  t h e r e s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a l o t  o f  a c t i o no u t  


t h e r e .  I t s  i n e v i t a b l et h a ta n i m a l st h a tu s et h i sa r e at om i g r a t e  


a r eg o i n gt oc h a n g et h e i rp a t t e r no fm i g r a t i o n .  We a l l  know t h a t  


o i ls p i l l sa r eb a db u tt h a t sn o tt h eo n l yt h i n g .T h en o i s ea n dt h e  


a m o u n to fp e o p l ec a na l s oc h a n g et h ea n i m a l sm i g r a t i o np a t t e r n s .  


I t  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  E I S  t h a tc o m m e r c i a lf o o d sc a nb es u b s t i t u t e df o r  


t h es u b s i s t e n c ef o o d st h a tt h e s ep e o p l ee a t ,t h a tc o m m e r c i a lf o o d s  


h o l d  a s  much n u t r i e n t s  a s  t h es u b s i s t a n c ef o o d s .T h i s  i s  f a l s e .  


B e s i d e sc o m m e r c i a lf o o d sc o s t i n g  m u c hm o r et h e ya r eh a r d e rt o  


p r e p a r e .  I d o n ' t  know i f  you  a r ef a m i l i a r  b u tm a n yo ft h e  


s u b s i s t a n c ef o o d s  a r e  e a t e nr a wf r o z e na n d  I d o n ' t  know of  a n y  


c o m m e r c i a lm e a t st h a t  t a s t e  w e l l  e a t e n  raw or f r o z e n .  so if you 


were t o  s u b s t i t u t e  s t e a k  f o r  m a k t a k ,t h i sf o ro n et h i n g  i t  d o e s n ' t  


h o l dt h en u t r i t i o n a lv a l u et h a t  a m a k t a kh o l d s .T h e r ei s n ' ta n o t h e r  


f o o ds o u r c et h a tp r o t e c t st h eI n u p i a tp e o p l e  from t h e  c o l d  l i k e  S e a l  


o i l  a n dm a k t a k .  And a s  y o ut a k ea w a yp a r t so ft h ef o o dc h a i n ,t h e  


f o o d  c h a i n  i s  a l t e r e d  and may e v e n t u a l l yt h ed i e t .  I f e e l  t h a t  if you 


t a k e  away the  subs is tance  food  of the  Inup ia t  Eskimo which inc ludes  seal ,  whale, 


water fowl and f i s h ,  t h e i r  way of l i v i n g  is gong t o  change t ramat ica l ly  and  


Inupia t  as be ingpa r to fthefoodcha in  cease. Thank you. 


ASKEDA QUEDTION AS TO HOW CLOSE THE WHALE TRAVELS TO THE SHORE. HOW DEEP A WATER 


DO THEY NEED AND WOULD THEY GO THRU THE LEASE AREA. 


Herman Rexford: 


I g o t  an example for  YOU. About S ix  yea r s  ago  w e  were f l o a t i n g  b y  h e y  I s l a n d .  . 

Theres a beach around here .  (point ing)  and w e  saw wha les  f loa t ing  r igh t  by t h e  


shore .  I don ' t  knowhow deep it is but  w e  can t e l l  they  h i t  bo t tom because  they  


would stir Up t h e  mud. One time when we were af ter  th i s  one  whale  which was about 


n i n e  O r  t e n  feet long it s w a m  a l o n g  s t i r i n g  u p  mud as it went. SO it wasn'tvery 


deep altho Idon’t know for sure how deep it was As we about to catch up to 

~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~_____ _ _ _ _ _ ~~ ~ _ _ _ _ _ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ 
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it an LVT came alongandscared it away and it swam out .  They c a nt r a v e li n  


waternot so deep e s p e c i a l l y  when theyarelookingforfood.Duringourwhale 


hunts  w e  haveseenthemalongtheshoreat  Pukak and Gr i f f in  Po in t  


A QUESTION ASKED AS TO HOW FAR OUT THEY HUNT FOR WHALES. 


Someone: 


The f a r t h e s t  a b o u t  t h i r t y  m i l e s  o u t .  


Nolan Solomon : 


I have a testimony. My name is NolanSolomon. I was borninWainwrightandI've 


l i v e d  a l l  my l i f eh e r ei nA l a s k a .  I ' m  going t o  speakmostlyinInupiaqsince 


I have a hardtimespeakinginEnglish.  I mightsay some of  it inEnglish.  


I ' v e  l i v e d  h e r e  i n  Kaktovik for 11 y e a r s .  I ' m  marriedandhavethreesons. 


I h a v el i v e da l l  my l i f e  on subs i s t ancefoods ,hun t ingf i sh ing .  Not only t o  


support  my familybut a way ofshar ing.  Todays l i f e  i n  s u b s i s t a n c e  way is 


g e t t i n gh a r d e rt ol i v ee a c hy e a r .  Many ofus know t h i s .  Merelybecausesince 


t h e  o i l  companies s t a r t e d .  They a r eh i t t i n gu st h r o u g hl a n d ,r i v e r s ,s e a  and 


a i r .  O i l  companies a repo l lu t ingourl andwi ththe i rindus t r i e s .Po l lu t ingthe  


a i r ,  dumpingwaste i n t oo u rl a n d ,l a k e s ,r i v e r s  and sea. Thereused t o  be l o t s  


ofca r ibou ,  we know, up t h e r ei no u rl a n d .  They ca l f ,t heymigra t e  by t h e  


hundreds. Today you couldhardly see any. I t h i n k ,s t r o n g l y ,  i ts becauseof 


a i r  t ra f f ic .  Smal lp lanesandhelecoptersf lyf i f ty  feet  or under above t h e  


c o a s t l i n e  i n  foggyweather.Thisscaresanddrives our animals away from t h e i r  


c a l f i n g  areas and migra t ingpat te rn .  I t  a l socausestheca r ibou  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  


young. We a l l  know t h a t  t h a t  c o u l d  o n l y  mean a p r e y  f o r  meat ea t inganimals .  


Now I want t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  OCS andmyself .Firs tof  a l l  f o r  t h o s e  who 


d o n ' t  k n o w  me, fromWashington or whereveryou came from, I want t o  introduce 

myself. I am a whal ingcaptainhereinBeaufortSea.  I ' m  one of t h ef i v eh e r e .  

I watch,withearsand I go teyesto  see o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o c e a n .  What might 

happenwhile were ou tthe re?  We onlywhaleinthe  f a l l  time. Also f i s h ,h u n t  

b i rds ,ducksonlyinthespr ingand f a l l .  Now I want t o  express  my own f e e l i n g s  

onwhatmighthappen i f  t h e r e  is a sale, o i l  f i e l d s  a n d  a major blow out .  I 



. .  ..... . 
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We have t o  l e t  them know whatmighthappen. They want a l e a s e  s a l e  o u t  i n  t h e  


oceanand I f o r  one d o n ' t  want t oa c c e p tt h a t .  I oppose it. We're notth inking  


ofourselves  when we opposebutofourchildren and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  We'renot 


j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  what mighthappen t h i s  y e a r  or next  year  bu t  the  fu ture .  


This is t h e  endof my t a l k .  Thank you. 


ArchieBrower: 


My name is ArchieBrower. I was bornin Barrow and r a i s e dt h e r e .  I came t o  


B a r t e rI s l a n dt h ef i r s tt i m ei n  1949 and moved herein1956. I have a testimony 


h e r et h a t si nt h e  form of an a f f i d a v i tt h a t  I made i n  December of 1978. I'd l i k e  


t o  g i v e  t h i s  t o  t h e  p a n e l  a n d  b e s i d e s  t h i s  I haveaddi t ionaltes t imony.  I ' m  


opposed t o  t h i s  o i l  l e a s e  s a l e  on accoun t  o f  a lo t  of  thingsbecauseofour way 


of l i f e  andthe way ofouranimals. Our a n i m a l s  f e e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  j u s t  l i k e  


youguyshaving a garden or a farmwhereyou grow vegetables .  We d o n ' t  grow 


anyof t h a t  up here .  L e t  me saytha tth i s ,f romthe  Brooks Range a l l  t h e  way t o  


theocean,  is j u s t  l i k e  our garden. We feed  on it, on sheep ,ca r ibou ,sea l s ,  


f i sh ,wha les ,  we feed on them. The whole p l a c e  from themountains t o  t h e  ocean 


is ourgarden,  we feed on it. I f  t h e r e s  a majorblowoutintheocean - I r e a dp a r t  


o f  t h e  EISand it says  the res  no way ofknowing howmuch damage t h e  o i l  w i l l  do 


underthe  ice and theyhaveno way ofknowing i f  theycanbleed it out .dur ing ,  the 


winter  months i f  t h a t  happensand when the  b reak  up comes and  the  ice  goes  out  i t  


is o i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  o i l  o u t  a n d  s p r e a d  it a l l  along the coast  whichmightbe 


thousandsofmilesand it w i l l  des t roy  our  f i sh ,  sea ls  and  whales  and  polar  bears  


t h a t  f e e d  on eachother .Jus t  l i k e  s e a l s  f e e d i n g  on f i s h  and polarbearsfeed  on 


seals and its going t o  wipe a l l  t h a t  away. I ' m  well opposed t o  t h e  leasesale 


on tha taccount .  Thank you. 


can see ' '......:..... '  ,	.'\ b u t  I havebeen here 1 5  yearsand I have  no  p lans  to  leave .  
. .  

My concernsare ,  may b e  n o t  g r e a t ,  b u t  p o s s i b l y  canbe. I ' m  notgoing t o  comment 

much on t h e  t e x t  on t h e  EIS. Except t h a t  a f t e r  reviewing it I can' ' t  see how t h e  

decisionmakerscanpossiblygoahead t h i s  time except  for  the monetary reasons 

o f  cour se .  One s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  was i n  t h e  s t u d y  was thepeople  of t h e  area does 

notneedsubs is tance ,tha t  it canbereplacedwi ththe  commercial products .  Well, 

from t h e  mouth of the  babes ,  so t o  speak, I have two c h i l d r e n  t h a t  I've r a i s e d  

hereinKaktovik ,  15 and 16 yea r so ld .  And r e c e n t l y  b o t h  r e l a t e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e i r  

f r i e n d s  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  g o  t o  o u r  h o u s e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  t h e y  are going t o  

L .  . . .- . . ,  - .~., ? - - ..- _ _ ^ _  ..L..& 7 .____. 
~ ~~ ~ ~~ 



can  c a n ' t   t e x t .   t h a t   t h a t s   
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a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  t y p e  offood which is  for t h e  most p a r t  


commercialproducts. And I probablywouldn't eat it e i t h e r  i f  I 


I don ' t  know i f  t h e y ' r e  s i t t i n g  h e r e  or not .  Next I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment not on t h e  


t e x to ft h es t u d yb u t  on theprocedurestaken.  We r e c e i v et h e s el a r g e  volumns 


couple weeks be fo reth i smee t ing .  Of which f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  c a n t  


evenread it. Twenty f i v ep e r c e n tc a n ti n t e r p r e t  it or understand it i f  theycan 


read it. A t  l e a s tf i v ep e r c e n ta r ea l r e a d yo v e r b u r d e n e dw i t hp o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I 


r e a l i z e  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  works i n  t h e  worldyou come from but  it c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  

c u t  it up here.Hereand now anyhow. I don'thaveananswer t o  t h e  problem. 

If thepeopleofthesecommunities had t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  f u l l  

f a r e  t h e r e  would no t  be  the  widegapbetween t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  and t h e  

indus t ry .  So whatstherush? The o i l  w i l l  s t i l l  bethereintwenty  or t h i r t y  

yea r sg iv ingusthechancetol ea rn  it. Perhapstheindustrycan draw up a method 

t o  r ecove rthe  . Thank you. 

COMMENT FROM PANELAS TO WHAT IDEA WALT MIGHT HAVE ON GETTING THE INFORMATION TO 

THE PEOPLE WITHOUT HAVING SUCH A LARGE VOLUMN. 

Walt Audi : 

I d o n ' t  know perhapsfrom somebody t h a t  knows the  a rea .  never  taken  the  t ime 

t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  it r e a l l y .  How do you educateeverybody t h a t  c a n ' t  r e a d  a b o u t  

e v e r y t h i n gi n  i ft h e yr e a d  it. It be 

r e a d  t o  them,explained t o  them. 

TOO FAR AWAY FROM THE MICROPHONE 

James Ki l lbear :  

My name is James Kilbear. I ' d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my fee l ingsabouttheBeaufor t  Sea 

sale. We don' tfarmourhamburgers ,porkchops,hotdogs,s teaksandchickenand 

t u r k e yl i k e  youdo. We depend on thewha le ,f i sh ,sea l sbea rded  seals, car ibou,  

What i f  t h eo i l  . What a r e  we going t o  eat on. The ocean carries t h e  

sound a long ways. What i f  t h e  whaledecide t o  take a n o t h e r  r o u t e  when it migrates ,  

f u r t h e ro u t .  What are we  going t o  l i v e  on.Thats my s ta tement .  

John Armstrong: 

My name is JohnArmstrongandI 'velivedinKaktovik 4 y e a r s .  I ' v e  l i v e d  amond t h e  

Eskimo peop le  th i r t een  as a teacher .  I ' m  pa r ty  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  knowledge t h a t  

some of  my s tudentshave  who were jus thererepresent ing .  As a bio logyteacher ,  

-teacherandanEnglishteacher.They'requiteknowledgableaboutwhatthe 


whale eats as Archie B r o w e r  hadmentioned as Mr. Killbear here.That is l i k e  a 


?hatchery?outthere.Baleenwhalesfeedonthealgae.  This is a green 




food  years  ten  

.. 
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these  peop le  tha t  t he re  is a p o s s i b l i t y  o f  blow ou ta s  it hasbe spokenof a s  a n  

o i l  s p i l l ,  w i l l  def in i te ly  brake  the  food  cha in  o f  t hose  aqua t i c  animals. The 

a lgae ,  t he  p l ank ton ,  t hey  f eed  upon t h e  a l g a e ,  t h e  small s p e c i e s  feed upon t h e  

p l ank tonandea ttheo the rthe  seal and on a s  its been ment ioned ,  the  bear  

t h e  seal and on form a foodchainl ink .  An o i l  s p i l l  would d e f i n i t e l y  b r e a k  t h a t  

l inkand it would bei r r epea rab le .  Our l i v e s ,o u rc h i l d r e n sc h i l d r e n sc h i l d r e n s  

and they cannot  assure  but  whatwouldbethousandsofyearsbeforean o i l  s p i l l  

o u th e r ef o rt h eo c e a nt oe v e r  clear up an o i ls p i l l .T h i s  is t h e  . These 

peoplehavenoassurancethattherewon'tbehardand times. Not a f t e r  e a t i n g  

and l i v i n g  t o t a l l y  o f f  t h e  s u r f a c e .  None of  youcanassureustherewon'tbe 

a depress ionorrepress ion .They ' renotassuredof  wages nextyear .They ' renot  

assured  of from now. You'redestroying their-. 

Twenty y e a r s  from now c o u l d  f e e l  t h e  e f f e c t  upon these  peop le  and  the i r  da i ly  

l iving.Theirfoodsupply.  Those of  you t h a t  are o ld  enough c o u l dr e c a l lt h e  

las t  depression,yougethungry enough t o  eat  eachother.Thesepeople-you 

c o u l d n ' t  buy t h e  t r o u b l e  it wouldcause t o  haveone o i l  s p i l l .  And I canassure 

you Exxon, BP o r  SOHIO Will not  come here  and be the benevolence benefactor  and 

feedthesepeople .  They won'tguaranteethemthat.  One l a s t  statementand I ' m  

s e r iousabou tth i sl iv ingwi ththepeop lethey  are, ne ighborsof  mineand I spend 

t e n  monthsoftheyearl iveingwith them. I t  don ' t  eat  maktak b u t  it has more 

food  va lue  for  these  people  than  any  beef  s teak  or any tacos l i k e  w e  had t h e  o t h e r  

n ightand  I don ' tth inktheycaredtoo  much f o r  t h e  t a c o  p a r t .  You must understand 

go t  o i l  they- the  sha le .  Thet h i s  is . They 've  the  sha le  why don ' t  o i l  


plasma is jus toverthehor izon ,they ' recrackingtheplasma.They 'vea l ready  


cracked it. Lets ge tgo ingwi ththa t  form of energy. Thank you. 


CynthiaWentworth: 


My name is Cynthia Wentworth and I work f o r  t h e  NorthSlopeBoroughPlanning 


Department and I 've been working on subsistance here in the vil lage of Kaktovik.  


offand  on for abouttwoyears .  I 'vespent  as a whole for  a b o u t  s i x  months i n  t h e  


v i l l age  and  I t a k e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  EIS t h a t  s a i d  t h a t  n u t r i t i o n a l l y  


problem of t h e  l a c k  of subsis tance food could be solved by t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  


commerciallyprocessed foods. I ' m  one of t h e  many peopleheretha ttakeexcept ion  


t o  t h a t  and I was f o r t u n a t e  i n  b e i n g  able to o b t a i n  some conc re t e  da t a  on t h e  


r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  v a l u e  of subsistance food compared t o  commercial food. I gained 


t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  from theCooperat iveExtension service i n  Fairbanks. And it 


compared t h e  v a l u e  of mammal used i n  t h i s  area t o  t h e  food v a l u e  of beef .  I 've  


1 

f 

made several charts in size form to be submitted as part of my wri t ten  comment. 
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I ' v ea l s o  made them i n  t h e  b i g  c h a r t  formwhich I ' d  l i k e  t o  show he reton igh t .I ' d  

l i k e  t o  show them and I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a p e  themupcause I th ink  they  are very 

importantinformation.Heresthepurpleandheresthegreenone. I need t o  have 

t h a t  back so I can make some copiesand I couldgive it t o  you inFairbanks.This  

f i r s t  c h a r t  shows t h e  amount ofpro te in .  I want t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  t o  b e  a b l e  

t o  see too  bu t  I ' ve  wr i t t en  bo th  the  Eng l i sh  and the  Inup ia t  name there  and  its 

measured. The valueofthesubsis tancefoodintermsofprotein is measuredin 

grams andyoucan see t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  t o o k  t h e  same amount foreachone l i k e  they 

took a 100 grams ofeachmeat. The 100 grams ofbeefhad less thantwenty grams of 

proteinwhereascaribouhasalmost 30 gramsandthenthenextone is moose, p o l a r  

bear,baluga,bearded seal, h a i rs e a lt h e ns q u r r e l ,  and thenwhale. You cansee 

t h a t  a l l  of t h e  s u b s i s t a n c e  mammals t h a t  p e o p l e  depend on h e r e  a r e  h i g h e r  i n  p r o t e i n  

thenbeefexceptforsqurre l .  All t heo the ronesa re  much h igher .  The nextgraph 

is on foodenergy or c a l o r i e s .C a l o r i e s  are somethingthateverybodyneedsthat you 

have t o o  many c a l o r i e s  you g e t  f a t  and t h i s  g r a p h  shows t h a t  beefhas a l o t  more 

c a l o r i e s  t h a n  anyofthesubsis tancefoodandthis  is  good because it g i v e s  you 

thep ro te inwi thou t  makingyou f a t .  If youwant t o  g e t  t h i s  f o o d  e n e r g y  youcan 

always eat  t h e  s e a l  o i l  or maktak.Ineachgraph i t s  t h e  same order  of theanimal .  

No, c a l o r i e sa r e n ' tt h e  same as f a t .  They'refoodenergy. Its hardbecause I’m 

not  a n u t r i t i o n i s t  b u t  c a l o r i e s  are a measureoffoodenergyandeverypersonneeds 

a c e r t a i n  amount o f  c a l o r i e s  b u t  i f  you eat  t o o  many c a l a o r i e s  you g e t  t o o  f a t  and 

t h e  good th ing  about  subs is tance  food  is t h a t  it'll give  you  a lo t  of pro te in  wi thout  

g iv ing  you  the  ca l io r i e s .  Then youcan ge t  t he  ene rgy  by  ea t ing  maktak or seal o i l  

causemaktakand s e a l  o i l  h a s  a l o t  o f  calories. It has more c a l o r i e s  t h a n  o t h e r  

types.Thisnextgraph shows t h em i n e r a l sc a l l e dt h e  calcium, anothermineral  

very important  for  everybody's  body and t h i s  is measuredsomethingcalled 

miligrams. You can see tha tca r ibou ,po la rbea r ,s ea l ,wha le  a l l  h a v e  a l o t  more 

calcium thenbeefdoes.Thisnextone is anotherminera lca l ledi ron .  Everybody 

needs  i ron  too t o  keepheal thy.  And a lot  of peoplehave t o  t a k e  i r o n  women e s p e c i a l l y  

lots of time don ' t  ge t  enough i r o n  and t h e y  h a v e  t o  t a k e  iron t a b l e t s  b u t  youcan 

see h e r e  t h e  sea m a m m a l s  e s p e c i a l l y  are much h ighe r  i n  i ron  then  beee f  is. And you 

can see tha t  ba luga  has  more i ron  then  any th ing  else b u t  t h a t  bowhead whale also 

has alot more i ronthenbeefdoes.  So d o e s  s e a l  andevenbearded seal andeven 

t h e  l i t t l e  groundsquer ra l  has  more i ron  than  bee f .  Now t h i s  is vitaminsandthese 

vitamins are . andyou t h a t  a l l  of t h e  subsistancecan see t h e r e  

animals mammals more vi taminsthenbeefdoes.  I th ink  tha t  one  ju s t  speaks  for 
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i t s e l f .  The bowhead whalehasthehighest amount ofvitamins of a l l .  You cansee 


t h a t  one a t  t h e  end. Its t h e  t a l l e s t  oneof a l l  ofthose.  This l a s t  one I made a 


biggraph of is vitamin A .  Peopleheredon ' tea tpolarbearl iverbecause  it has 


so much vi tamin A t h a t  it can k i l l  you butyou s t i l l  need t o  have a c e r t a i n  amount of 


vitamin A and you c a n  s e e  t h e r e  t h e  p o l a r  b e a r ,  j u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  mean n o t  t h e  l i v e r ,  


andbearded seal and seal  r e l l y  h a s  a l o t  o f  v i t a m i n  A .  And vitamin A is onethibng 


t ha the lpsg ive  yougood eyes ight .Jus toneofanyoftheseth ings  by itself w i l l  


n o t  s u s t a i n  l i f e  but  a l l  o f  t hese  th ings  toge the r  a re  ve ry  impor t an t  fo r  sus t a in ing  


l i f e .T h e r e  were two o t h e r  measurements t h a t  I d i d n ' t  make d i dc h a r t  up but I have 


giventhem t ot h ep e o p l et h e r e .  One was phosferous.  A l l  oftheseth ingsa re  


higherinphosferousthanbeefandalsoin?staph? I d i d n ' t  make a c h a r tf o r/ s t a p h /  


becuase I ' m  kindofconfusedbytheinformation. I have some q u e s t i o n st h a tI ' dl i k e  


t o  ask a n u t r i t i o n i s t  a b o u t  how theymeasured t h a t  b u t  it is t r u  t h a t  s u b s i s t a n c e  


foodhas less of  the  harmful  type  fa t s  tha t  beef  does  becuase  s ibs i s tance  food  does  


not  ge t  a l l  the  chemica ls  and  pes t ic ides  resedues  and a l l  t h a t  t h a t  comes i n t o  


b e e ft h a t sr a i s e d  on farms. The f a t  t h a t  p e o p l e  g e t  up h e r e  fromwhale or  any o t h e r  


subsis tancefood is jus tpu re .  It doesn' thave a l l  theharmfulchemicalsofdyes 


o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  emphasize tha tpeop le  w i l l  looseout on food 


value i f  t h a t  happens. It 's notanequalt rade .  I ' m  a l sosubmi t t i ngwr i t t en  


comments on many of t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  I found intheEnvironmentalImpactStatement 


and I ' m  a l so  submi t t i ng  comments i n  a s t o r y  on two womenwho g r e w  up i n  t h e  a r e a  


BeaufortSea Lease Sale .Jane Akootchook Thompson i s  h e r e  t o n i g h t  and I wrotethe 


s t o r y  on hermotherandheraunt.  Both growingup i n  t h e  area of  Flaxman Is land  


and a l l  t h e  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  u s e d  t o  doand t h e i r  u s e  of t h e  area 


and t h e y  still goback t o  t h e  area i n  t h e  summer time and  use  th i s  a r ea  bu t  I want 


tha t  in format ion  t o  b e  p a r t  of the  record  also.  


ASKED HOW THE COMPARISONA QUESTION WAS MADE BETWEEN THE ANIMALS I N  THE GRAPHS. 

CynthiaWentworth: 

They d o n ' t  g o  i n t o  t h a t  too much i n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  t h e y  d o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  beef 

used was a goodgradebeefwith 65% lean and 35% f a t  and a l l  t h e  meat was j u s t  a 

raw f leshtha ttheymeasured .  For ins tance ,  when theymeasuredwhaletheyjust  

measured t h e  whale meat. They d i dt h e  maktak sepera te ly .But  asfar as more 

ques t ions  how t h e  c h a r t s  were done you have t o  a s k  t h e  n u t r i t i o n i s t  who d i d  them 

a t  theCooperativeExtensionService.  To beveryhonest  I d o n ' t  know theanswers  

t o  the  ques t ions  you ' r e  a sk ing  me. We have t o  r e l y  on t h e  n u t r i t i o n i s t  t o  e x p l a i n  

more on how t hey  d id  the  s tudy .  But the  people  who d o  t h a t  know a l o t  more of making 
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I t r u s t  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  done a validcomparison. I don ' tthinktheywerecheat ing 


on it becausetheydidn'thave any b e s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  make the  wi ld  


game is b e t t e rt h a nt h eb e e f ,  I don ' tth ink .Thereweresevera ld i f fe ren t  


nu t r i t i on i s t s  w i th  d i f f e ren t  i n fo rma t ion  tha t  t hey  used  to  compi l e  th i s  cha r t .  


QUESTION
ASKED I F  CYNTHIA DEDUCTED THAT A TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE A N I M A L  WAS INCLUDED 

I N  THE ANALYSIS THE FIGURES WOULD BE DIFFERENT. 

Cynthia Wentworth: 

The f i g u r e s  f o r  f a t  wouldbe d i f f e ren t .Tha t s  why I d i d n ' t  make a biggraph of it. 

I n  t h a t  c a s e  it would make t h e  whalelook l i k e  it had more f a t  but  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

the  o the r  ones  would b e  d i f f e r e n t .  

Marx Sims : 

My name is Marx Sims andI 'vebeenhereabout 17 years .  I marriedan Eskimo g i r l  

i n  i n  1963  who was bornandraisedhere.  We've got  4 k i d s  t h a t  are i n  s c h o o l .  

I ' d  l i k e  t o  make a fewcomments. J u s t  t o  s ta r t  offwith I hadn'tplanned on t h i s  o n e  

butonyourfoodsamplingthere it would only make sense  tha t  you ' r e  t a lk ing  abou t  

equalpor t ions .Usual ly ,  i f  t hey ' r et a lk ingabou t  meat on a whale its l i k e  a s t e a k  

or somethingjustl ikeyou'dhave a beef  s teak .  You don ' tgr ind  up a whale t o  make 

a hamburgeroutofthewholethinglikesometimes do wi thbeef .  But I ' m  b a s i c a l l y  

opposed t o  t h e  l e a s e  sale on seve ra l  r easons  a l l  of them wouldbeimpossible t o  

t e l l  you. It takes  a long time t o  b e  a b l e  t o  see t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  

t h e  l a n d  h e r e  and t h a t s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t s  a l m o s t  too tremendous t o  

accomplish. Not yougivingyourpicture  t o  usbu tthepeop lehe rege t t i ngthe i r  

way of  l i f e  f i l e  a c r o s s  t o  youand the people  that  you ' re  going back t o  t o  t r y  and 

p r e s e n tt h ep i c t u r et o .T h i s  is a veryruggedland. Its hard t o  surv ive  up here .  

A t  t h e  same time t h e  l i f e  t h a t  e x i s t  up he reex t r eme lyf rag i l e .  You can see t h e  

o r i g i n a l  t r a c k s  o f  some o f  t h e  first cat t r a i n s  t h a t  came across h e r e  s t i l l  up i n  

thetundrathe retoday .  If the resan  o i l  s p i l l  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  e v e n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  s a y  

t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be ,theyhavefoundthequant i t iesinvolved,  someday t h e r e  w i l l  be 

and o i l  s p i l l  o u t  t h e r e .  And the res  no  way t o  c l e a n  t h a t  up y e t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  it 

g e t s  u n d e r  t h e  ice. There may neverbe a way tha tseconomica l lyfeas ib le .  

S c i e n t i s t s  c a n  come upwith ways but  no t  ways t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  is going t o  buy. 

Theresothercheaper ways t o  g e t  t h e  o i l  t h a t s  needed.But if tha t  does  l eak  ou t  

and does destroy some o f  t h e s e  d e l i c a t e  s y s t e m s  t h e n  y o u ' r e  r i s k i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  

people. A l l  t h i sp o p u l a t i o n  is j u s t  as important  as anyotherpeople.  And t h i s  is 

the one quest ion thats  involved,  whether  you can sacrifice these peoples  way of  l i f e  

t o  j u s t i f y  of g e t t i n g  o i l  f o r  t h e  rest ofthepeople .  Maybe t h a t s  what it b o i l s  

down t o  i n  t h e  end.Theresanotherpoint,  I keepget t ingth isth ingbeingbrought  
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up about how easy it i s  fo rpeop letoadap ttoano the rfood .  A l l  you have t o  do 

is f i n d  t h e  r i g h t  amount ofvitaminsand mix it up i n  t h e  p i l l  and you getby.  

But t h i s  is n o t  r e a l l y  a l l  t h a t  e a s y .  The only  way I canexp la inth i s  is t o  t r y  

and f e s t e r  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which somebody from down south were being forced to  

s u b s i s t  on seal o i l ,  whaleandcaribou. You cangetby ,thechar t  shows t h a t  

t h e r e  are enough v i t aminsthe re .  But i f  you ' r ego ingtobel iv ingtha t  wayhow long 

canyoudo it. Can you beguaranteedofyoursource? Are yougoing t o  depend on 
. . 

us t o  s h i p  you t h e  seal o i l  and s tu f f ?Transpor t a t ion  is not  a l l  t h a t  r e l i a b l e .  

Business i s  n o t  t h a t  sound up here .  How canyoucount on ge t t i nginbee fand  

cannedgoods up h e r e  a l l  t h e  time? How canyoucount on businesshaving enough 

c a p i t a l  t o  warehouseandstockthefoodnecessary t o  s u s t a i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  time. 

That is i f  peoplecouldl ive on it i n  t h e  first p lace .  The th ingofthecash  

economy t o o  which I don ' t  know exac t ly  how t o  explain but  I 've  seen it w r i t t e n  down 

the JobsYou probably know more about  cash economy than I do. are more 

abundant now then they've ever been but s t i l l  n o t  enough f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e  t o  

even if t h e r e  were t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or communicationr e l y  on cash, which p r o h i b i t  it . . .  

t h a tt y p eo f  a system.Very similar t o  t h e  time d u r i n gt h e  r i f l e  and f lourand  . .  

t h es u g a r  were f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d .  The t r a d i n gp o s t sb e c a u s et h e r e  was something 	 . . .  
. . .  . .  . . . .  .... 
x .l uc ra t ive  to  be  peck ing  ou t  o f  t he  l and  then .  White man want t h e  f o x  or t h e  .:. . 

- . . .  . 	 . . . .  
..i.. . . .whale or t h e  b a l e e n  so r i f l e s  s u g a r  c o f f e e ,  t h a t  t y p e  o f  s t u f f  was introduced. , :._,i. ., . ...:. . .  . .. .Well, i ts  e a s y  t o  g e t  u s e d  t o  t h o s e  t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s .  But when themarketdropped ....... .:..:. . . . .  .. ..... - .. ., .L .. . . . . . . . .out  of  those  the  t rad ing  pos ts  pu l led  back  out  and  there  the  people  were with . . .  = 

.1. . . . .. ....... :,..: - . . . . .rif les no ammunition with no source for sugar some o f  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e  was a l ready  . . .  . . .  . . .  
. .  . . .beenerodedandthere were manymany s t a r v e d  t o  death. I t h i n k  t h a t s  documented . . . . . . . .  
.:..: , . :: . . 

by more i n  books t h e r e .  I t h i n kt h e  same t h i n g  is happening . . .in a d i f f e r e n t  
;..;. 
<:. .... .' 
. .  ,
;: .;. ,, 

i . . ..-.. . . . . . .  . .....scale h e r e .  If it doesdevelop t o  t h e  p o i n t  whereeverybody is us ingcashthey ' r e  . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .::.. ' ......... . .......going t o  have t o  b e  j o b s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  or you're going t o  f i n d  k i d s  who are . : . ...... , .... 
' . ::*... 

grown up who don ' t  knowhow t o  l i v e  o f f  t h e  l a n d  h e r e  and a l l  of a sudden theres  

not  going t o  beany way t o  buy tha t  h igh  p r i ced  food  down south.  and they wont be 

. . . .  . . .. _a b l e  t o  go back t o  t h e  o t h e r  way of  l ife.  Even i f  the res  no  o i l  s p i l l ,  j u s t  your . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  ... . . . .::............... . . .
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of the  cash  economy can be more ways d i s a s t e r o u s  t o  t h i s  type of l i fe .  . .. . .. . . . . .  ,. . . . . . . .  .-.:
Theres a lot  more but  I t h i n k  t h a t s  enough. ...... . . . . .  . . . . ......... .. . . .  

..I ? .AlfredLinn, Jr.: ; :\. 
, * L . ..; . 

one 

My name is AlfredLinn, Jr. Before I b e g i n  I ' d  l i k e  t o  p resen t  a s t a t emen t  made by ,.::: .::.. :.... 
. .  
i _ I  .. 

a t  ', . . .. . . . . .. .of  our  counci l  members who is not here because he had t o  go down t o  h i s  wife. ....... 
. .: , ,. . . . .  

It r e a d s ,  "DO you know anything about ice movement and breakup? If you do then you ' l l  . , 3:.. ;,'.. - .. . . . . . . . .  
t ..,..:' ., 
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 : 
know whatwould happen i f  you d r i l l e di nt h eB e a u f o r tS e a .  You may havean o i l  

s p i l l .  I t  would des t roy  our  main d i e t ,t h ew h a l e  and t h e  s e a l  so I s t r o n g l y  

disagree on t h e  o i l  lease s a l e . "  And t h i s  is signed byDanny Gordon who is nothere.  

I would l i k e  t o  have  tha t  recorded .  

I was born a t  Barrow a n d  r i g h t  a f t e r  I was born my parentshave moved a l l  over  the  

NorthSlope from Barrow t o  AklavikintheNorthwestTerr i toryin Canada. I was 

raisedmainly on subsis tancefoodand I a m  concerned for what I e a t .  I d o n ' t  want 

t h eo i lp e o p l et od e s t r o y  what I e a t  by developingtheBeaufortSea.  I work 

for Alaska LegalServ icesaspara lega la idecause  I'm concerned for whathappens 

t o  my peop lein  my v i l l a g e .I nt h e  volumn one of theDraftEnvironmentalImpact 

Statementonpage 245 t h e r e s  a s e n t e n c e  i n  t h e r e  which is i n  t h e  second t o  t h e  

las t  paragraph. It r e a d s  "Thus, a proposal,suchastheBeaufortSeal lease s a l e ,  

whichmight (or might  not )  th rea ten  bowhead hunt ing is viewedby t h e  I n u p i a t  as one 

whichmight t h r e a t e nt h e i re x i s t e n c e " .  I t h i n kt h a t  you shouldscra tchout  "which 

might (or migh t  no t ) "  pu t  i n  " w i l l  shouldanysuchdevelopmentbeintheBeaufort 

Sea".Also on page289, t h e  S t a t e  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e r e  is notechnology t o  c l e a n  o i l  

unde r  the  i ce ,  so why d o n ' t  t h e  S t a t e ,  r a t h e r  t h e n  p u r s u i n g  t h e  s a l e ,  why d o n ’ t  they 

jus tpersuethetechnology t o  clean up any o i l  s p i l l  l i k e  t h a t .  A t  t h i s  time I 

thank  the  pane l  for t h i s  h e a r i n g .  
. .  
. .  
I , . .  . Gordon Rank i n  : 

. . . i  
I : .  

.. : . .  
My name is Gordon Rankinand I work i n  t h e  s c h o o l  and I ' ve  been  he re  s ince  the  first 


p a r to ft h e  . Anyway, I d o n t ' t  know a n y t h i n ga b o u tt h el o c a lt r a d i t i o n sb u t  I 


do know t h a t  t h e  o i l  companiestheyhaveand a lot  of t h e  o i l  s p i l l s  t h e y  h a v e  i n  


Cook In le t .I 'vel ivedinAlaskas ince1948.  And p a r t  of theproblems,youcant 


giveanyblame on thembecause i f  theca r ibou  are k i l l e dh e r e  . andyoucan't 


provethattheyhave or haven ' t .  Same th ingho ldst ruewi ththewha les .  If they 


t h e  o i l  . The main p o i n t  t os p i l l  t h a t  I would l i k ep r e s e n t  is i f  t h e  


sale goesthroughwhich I am d e f i n i t e l y  a g a i n s t ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  some compensation 


paid t o  the  peoop le  tha t  l ive  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  n o t  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government as is 


t h e  case i n  Anchoragewhere t h e y  s p i l l e d  i n  Cook I n l e t .  They f i n e  them f i v e  thousand 


andthe  money goes t o  t h e  government. The EnvironmentalImpactStatementdoesnt 


coververy well. In  fact I ' d  cal l  it t h e  EnvironmentalImpactquestionaire 


becuase it raises more ques t ionsthen  it answers questions. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  


don' t  know enoughabout t h e  ice and I th ink  the  peop le  know more about it but  they  


can ' t  express Poss ib ly  it needs t o  bes tud ied  more.Thank YOU. 


A QUESTION ABOUT THE ICE.  I 




. .  
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Gordon Rankin: 

It would e f f e c t  t h e  p l a t f o r m  b u t  mainly how could they poss ib ly  c l ean  up the  an  

o i l  s p i l l  i n  ice when they  can ' t  ha rd ly  con ta in  an  o i l  s p i l l  when the res  c l ea r  wa te r .  

In Cook I n l e t  t h e r e s  s i l t  t h e  s i l t  mixeswith o i l  t h e  o i l  s e e p s  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n  i n t o  

thebay.  on thec rab ,we l l ,t heysay  it d i d n ' t  h u r t  t h e  c r a b ,  how do they know, 

you have some s c i e n t i f i chow do prove it. F i r s tt h ec r a b  i f  you don't  

information.  They d i d  or d i d n ' t  and i f  w e  want t o  haveany claim a g a i n s t  t h e  

o i l  company w e  have t o  prove it i n  c o u r t .  I don ' t  know i f  anybody has  enough 

money t o  do it. They havethelawyerstheyhavethe money. What do thesepeople  

have? 

Phi l l ip  Tik look:  

My name is Phi l l ipTiklookand I th ink  I couldansweryourquest ionaboutthe ice 

movement. The o i l  companieshave t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  u s  t h a t  how t o  c u r e  t h e i r  

platforms or o i l  r i g s  g o i n g  t o  be on t h e  i c e  o u t  t h e r e .  Lease sales t o  me mean 

t h a t  i f  Governor Hammond or Ceci l  Andrus t o  p a s s  t h e  l e a s e  sale t h a t  means t h a t s  

going t o  be o i l  r i g s  o u t  t h e r e  or platforms o r  whateveronthe ice. And o i l  

companieshave t r i e d  t o  convince us  that  how safe the i r  equipments  are ou t  t he re  

on t h e  ice,  How t h e y  c o u l d  s t o p  t h e  o i l  s p i l l  andeverything. But theydon ' t  know 

how s t r o n g  t h e  ice movements are. I haveseentheocean when it p i l e s  upand when 

it moves.With t h e i r  l i t t l e  he lp  of wind I haveseenherein  Barter I s land  when 

it p i l e s  upand when it h i t  t h e  beach. We have a cliff  o u t  h e r e  which is about 

maybe t h i r t y  or f o u r t y  feet  high and during the month of June if I remember r i g h t  

t h e  ice moved a n d  t h a t  ice maybe f i v e  t o  s i x  feet  t h i c k  climbs up ove r  the  c l i f f .  

"hats how s t r o n g  it is. The ice f i v e  feet or s i x  feet t h i c k  r i g h t  on t o p  o f  

t h i r t y  or f o r t y  foot c l i f f .  You probably saw t h e  a i r p o r t  r o a d  when you were 

coming up from t h e  a i r p o r t .  I haveseen t h e  ice move r i g h t  across from theocean 

s i d e  t o  thel agoon ,b lock ingthea i rpo r troad .  "hats how s t r o n g  it is. And then 

t h e  o i l  companies t r y  t o  convince us  that  it wouldbe safe o u t  t h e r e  t o  drill, 

which I don ' t  t h ink  it wouldbe. No matter how they  secure t h e i r  o i l  r i g s  o u t  

t h e r e  the ice start t o  move it doesn ' ts top  a t  anything. Even hundredtonblockof 

cementwouldn'tstop it. Thats why I ' m  opposed t o  t h i s  lease sale we're t a l k i n g  

about cause if w e  do have an o i l  s p i l l  its g o i n g  t o  be dead animals a l l  over along 

t h e  coast. Ducks,whales, seals. I ' m  veryopposed t o  t h i s  lease sale which I hope 

Govenor Hammond and Cecil Andrus wouldn'tpass.  Thank you. 

EVIDENTLY SOME QUESTION TO PHILLIP WAS (NOT ON TAPE)ASKED. 

Phi l l ipTik look  : 
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Phi l l ipTik look:  


. .  Well, I d o n ' t  knowhow b i g  of alagoontheygotovertherebutevenour l i t t l e  

. . '  

lagoonhere,  when its starts moving p a s t  t h e  b o a t  it goes  r igh t  on top  o f  t he  beach .  

Our lagoonoverhere is  a b o u t  l e s s  t h e n  f i v e  miles wide andfourmileslongbut 

t h a t  ice when it starts moving backand fo r th  sp r ing  t ime  it goesr ight  up t h e  

beach.Thats how s t r o n gt h e ya r e .  Maybe theb igge rl agoonl ikeove rthe rethey  
... : 
. .  mightbestronger.  

. .  A QUESTIONASKED ABOUT HOW H I G H  THE LAGOON I S  AT POW 3 FLAXMAN ISLAND UP TO THE 

GARAGE. 

P h i l l i p :  

Maybe a hundred . TOO FAR AWAY FROM THE MICROPHONE . . .  . .. 

Walt Audi : The i c ei n1 9 7 3  came up over t h a t  embankment andthroughthegarage. 

That was i n  November. I mightaddtha tyou 'dbef ly ingr ightover  it on t h e  way. 

Evidence is s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Nolan Solomon : 

. .. 

.. . I would l i k e  t o  s p e a k  t o  you aboutice.Sometimeswhilehuntingoutonthe ice w e  
. 

sometimes g e t  on theicepacktha tsgrounded.  Once while we were down t h e r e  way 

out  w e  hadstopped t o  e a t  and  there  were l o o s e  ice f l o a t i n g  p a s t  where w e  were, 

There was t h i s  o n e  i c e  f l o a t i n g  towardus. It wasn'tveryhighand w e  were a l l ,  

s ay ingtha t  it would j u s t  f l o a t  p a s t  u s  a g a i n .  Sometimes youthinkyou know whats 

. .  going t o  happenbutlo ts  of times it doesn ' ta lwayshappenl ike you t h i n k .  We a l l 
. .  
... 
. ... ..... 

',.. .. ., know tha t  even  i f  t h e  ice looks small upon t o p  t h e  b i g g e r  p a r t  of it i s  i n  t h e  water. 

_... .' .  :..... . .  Anyway, b e f o r e  t h i s  p e i c e  of ice reached us t h e  grounded ice t h a t  we were o n  s t a r t e d  

moving. The f l o a t i n g  ice hads t a r t ed  t o  pushusl ike  a dozer .  The c u r r e n t  is r e a l l y  

s t rong.  If t h e  o i l  companiess ta r teddevelopingoutthere  how are theygoing t o  

s tand  someth ing  l ike  tha t?  

Herman Rexford : 

Talkingabout ice condi t ions  I want t o  s a y  a f e w  more words i n  Eskimo. He are 

t a lk ing  abou t  how t h e  ice can move and p i l e  up. Out i n  t h e  d e e p  water when t h e  

ice i s  piling up it n o t  o n l y  p i l e s  up on top b u t  it also p i l e s  upunder water. Once 

it starts p i l i n g  it is f o r c e f u l .  We know t h i s  because we've seen it. I g r e w  up i n  

B a r r o w  andI 'veseenth is .  It p i l e s  up under  too, n o t  j u s t  o u t  on top.  If t h e  ice 

starts movingand p i l i n g  a n  o i l  r i g  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o c e a n  w i l l  be  threatened both 
. .  

on topand a t  thestem of it. This is going  t o  beverythreateningandtheyhave t o  
.. 

know about it andunderstand it. The people  who w i l l  h o l d  t h i s  sale mustunderstand 

t h i s .  Once t h e r e s  an o i l  s p i l l  it not  only w i l l  des t roytheanimalsbut  also t h e i r  

food Source the plankton small sea creatures in t h e  ocean bottom which t h es e a l s .  
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whales,walrusfeedon. Not t oolong  ago I r eadtha tthepeop le  who studyanimals 

were l o o k i n gf o rs e a l  blow holestos tudythem.  I t ' s  hard t o  t r y  t o  f i n d  them when 

you are j u s t  a personalone.  The dogs who cansmellthese a r e  theonlyones who can 

f i n d  them. Our eldersalwaysused dogs when they go out seal hun t ingth ruthe  blow 

holes .  The dogscan smell t h e s e  and t h a t  was how theyfoundthem. Our e l d e r s  

r e a l l y  had t o  work hard  to  surv ive  but  today  every th ing  is veryexpensive compared 

t o  t h e n .  I t  is doublyhard when you don'thave a job.  You want t o  go outhunt ing 

but  more and more youneed a l o t  of money j u s t  t o  getready.This  is ge t t ingvery  

hard on the  peop le  who would r ea l ly  l i ke  to  go  hun t ing  and  need  to  go hunting. 

I t  is a l s o  g e t t i n g  v e r y  h a r d  t o  l i v e  t h e  way w e  a re  used  to  because  the  whi te  man 

is t r y i n g  so  h a r d  t o  l e a d  o u r  l i v e  t h e i r  own way. They d e c i d e  t o  do something 

evenagainstourwisheswhethertheyhurt  us  or not.That i s  how everything is 

g e t t i n gt ob e  l i k e .  They are jus tth inkingofthemonetarybenef i t s .  They know 

its going t o  bebig.  For tha tr eason  I r e a l l y  oppose t h e  lease sale. Its notonly 

t h e  a n i m a l s  o f  t h e  s e a  t h a t s  g o i n g  t o  b e  h u r t  b u t  a l s o  t h e  a n i m a l s  o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  

w e  l i v eo n .  It is a l s o  a f e w  b e r r i e s  t h a t  w e  g e t  once i na w h i l e .  These a r e  what 

we must t h inkabou t .  Thesepeoplehereinfrontofus  are here f o r  t h e  f i rs t  time 

. .  

.. ...... 

. .  

i no u rl a n d .  They came t o  t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  howwe l i v e .  Lets make them understand. 

Lets speakup. Thank you. 

Mike Edwards: 

TheDEIS is awfulhardtounders tand .  We were l e f t  f o u r  c o p i e s  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  a n d  

I was f o r t u n a t e  or unfor tuna te  enough t o  haveoneofthem i n  my possessionand I t r i e d  

t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  it t h e  b e s t  I could. I found a coup leth ingstha t  I would l i k e  t o  

comment onandvery f e w  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  were a b l e  t o  have any contact with 

t h e  DEIS a t  a l l  because of the  language  tha t  was used i n  it andbecauseof its 

impact. I t 's  such a l a r g e  volumn. One t h i n gt h a t  I found is t h a tt h e r e s  l i t t l e  

c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  EIS  about  the  water  fowl ,  ducks  and  the  geese  in  th i s  area and t h e  

whole area t h a t  wouldbeeffected.This is t h e  time of y e a r  when peoplescaches 

and ice cellars are g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  skinny. The law saystheycan ' thuntcar ibou  

r i g h t  now becausecalves  are a w f u l  l a r g e  i n  t h e  cows. The maktakthat  was got ten  

las t  f a l l  is ge t t i ng  used  up by now so one  th ing  tha t  everyone  is wait ing for 

anxiously is t h e  duckand t h e  g e e s e  and t h i s  i s n ' t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  when 

I was young I l i v e d  n e x t  t o  a l a k e  and w e  had a p a i r  o f  snow geese t h a t  s t a r t e d  

coming thereandlandingonthe i rt r ipnor thandsouth .  This is i n  n o r t h e r n  

California. And t h e y  s t a r t e d  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  youngand l a n d i n g  t h e r e  b o t h  t r i p s  

and i n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  onboth of t h e i r  n o r t h e r l y  and s o u t h e r l y  t r i p s .  My dad, i n  
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oneof our  droughtyears ,put  a pump on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h a t  l a k e  a n d  w e  s t a r t e d  pumping 
. . 

a n  e l e c t r i c  pump.Whenwe s t a r t e d  pumping t h e  water o u t  t o  i r r i g a t e  w i t h  t h e  g e e s e  .., .. 

never came again.  They landedthatoneseasonandthenoiseofthe pump d is turbed  .. . .. 

them andtheyneverlandedagainaf terf i f teenyears .  I know a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  .. . 
. .... 

geese.I 'vehunted themandbeenaroundthem a l l  my l i f e ,  snow geeseandCanadian . .  
. ,  . 

. geese.They'reveryaffected by noiseandstrangethingsandtheresnoone af ter  

v i s i t i n g  t h e s e  r i g s  i n  Prudhoe Bay i f  they s t a r t  p u t t i n g  up d r i l l  r i g s  i n  t h i s  o f f  

s h o r e  l e a s e  a r e a  t h e r e s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a l o t  o f  a c t i v i t y .  And it jus thavetohavean  

a f f e c t  on thewaterfowl  which is  a s p r i n g  time sourceoffood."heresno 

s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  EIS on what they ' regoing t o  dowi ththedr i l l i ng  mud. What t h e  

mud is they put  chemicals  in  with their  water t o  pumpdown t o  where t h e y ' r e  d r i l l i n g  

to  he lp  b r ing  the  rocks  and  the  ch ips  back  up .  Now they dump t h i s  on the  g round  in  
s e t t l i n g  ponds. 

Prudhoe Bay i n t o  . They have a typeshake r  sepe ra t e  andtha t  t heg rave l  t hey  

dumpt thel iqu idpa r tou ton totheground .  Now i f  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  t h i s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

time which w i l l  probablygoing t o  be  the  time t o  b e  d r i l l i n g  w h i l e  its st i l l  

f rozen  over  any  ducks  migra t ing  in to  th i s  area a r e  g o i n g  t o  s e e  open water and 

most l i k e l y  want t o  l a n d  i n  t h e i r  s e t t l i n g  p o n d s .  The mud has  a lo tofthechemica ls  

i n  it andtheresnostatement  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  EIS on t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s .  what k ind  

ofchemicals are i n  t h e  water t h a t s  g o i n g  t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  w a t e r  f o w l  andyou know, I ' m  

s u r e  t h a t  i f  the  ducks  do  use  these  se t t l ing  ponds  its going t o  e f f e c t  t h e i r  w i l l  being 

thechemica l stha t  wouldbe i n  t h a t  water. Anotherth ingtha thasvery  l i t t l e  

c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  EIS and t h a t  h a s  t o  dowith the social network of the Inupiat  People .  

The concept  of  shar ing .  I remember du r ingthewin te r  when t h e  first badwinter . .  

h i t  B u f f a l o ,  New York, t he  peop le  the re  banded  toge the r  and  fo r  t he  first times 

i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  p e o p l e  m e t  the i r  ne ighbors  and  tha ts  the  people  who l ived  a round the  

blockand I saw t - s h i r t s  on t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  t h a t  s a i d  "I s u r v i v e d  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  

Buffalo,  New York". We havewin te r sl iketha teve ryyea r ,t en  times tha tbad ,and  

t h a t s  o n e  of the  th ings  tha t  he lp  keep  peop le  toge the r .  They have t o  dependoneach 

o t h e r  t o  survive.  Not onebecausetheenvironment is veryharshbut  w e  dependon 

each  o ther  for food. A l l  of  us  were ve ry  thankfu l  t o  Nolan t h i s  y e a r  for  h i s  wha le .  

The wha l ingcap ta insha resh i s  whalewiththevi l lage.Everyonegets  some. And 

everyone  shares  th ings  tha t  they  have ,  if someone doesn'thavesomethinghe can feel  

free t o  go t o  someone andask for something. The Inupia tpeopledon ' tsendthe i r  

o ld  people  t o  nurs ing  homes. They keep t h e i r  o l d e r  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  homes andtake 

care of them. "heres very l i t t l e  concerntowards t h i si nt h e  EIS, of t h i s  

coastal networkwhich is very s t rong here  and which has  t o  be  a considerat ion.  

Thank you. 
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. 
A QUESTIONASKED AS TO HOW TO GET THE WORD ACROSS TO THE PEOPLE ABOUT A N  

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT LIKE THIS. 

Mike Edwards : 

I overheardoneofyourpeoplementionsomething t o  Walt about  a video tape and 

a v ideotapeinInupia t  wouldbe i d e a l .  Something thepeoplecanseeandhear  
. .  
. .a t  t h e  same time i n  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e .  Somebody would have t o  go t o  a l o t  of time t o  

p u tt h i st o g e t h e rb u t ,  you know, i f  you people t ou n d e r s t a n d  someones . .want going . .  . 

t o  have t o  do it. 

WHAT ABOUT A MEETING PRIOR TO THIS ONE. .. . 
. . .Mike :-

. .. .. . .  
. ..We d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h i s  document f a r  enough aheadfo r  one t h i n g .  I t h i n kt h e  main 
. .  

problem is it t o o k  u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e  plow th rough  th i s  and  the res  beenpeoplein . .  

Barrow who havebeenworking on t h i s  f u l l  time t o  t r y  and  ge t  an  out l ine  Of it . 	 . .  . ... . . 

p u t  t o g e t h e r  so thatpeoplecouldunderstand it a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  We need a l o t  more . . 

time t o  and b a s i s  t h i ss o m e t h i n gt r y  present it on a v i l l a g e  l a r g e .  . .. 

Marilyn . . .  . 

My name is Marilyn Agiak and a t  onetime w e  t o o  were subs i s t ancepeop lel iv ingof f  . .  
. .  

t h e  l a n d  t h e n  came t h e  dams and  the  h iways  the  r a i l roads  a i rpo r t s  c i t i es  the  sewers  

and now w e  don ' t  have  the  an ima l s  t ha t  w e  used t o  have. And I ' m  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  on .. .  . . 
. '. 

steaks,weiners,hamburgersand what haveyou.SinceI 've come up here ,  my husband 

...is fromhere,I 'velearned t o  e a t  t h e i r  w i l d  game and I ' v e  grown t o  l i k e  it. And 
. .  .. . 

,, '.. . 
my chi ldren  too  have  grown up on t h e i r  o t h e r  f o o d s  t h a t  t h e y  p r e f e r ,  t h e  Eskimo . .  

. .:* 

t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d s .  And I t h i n k  its more n u t r i t i o n a l  b e c u a s e  youlook a t  a l l  t h e  
. .. >  . .. . 

packages  tha t  youbuy t h a t s  g o t  so many names t h a t  are so l o n g  t h a t  would b a r e l y  f i t  . . ... 
. .. .  

e . .  . 
on thepackageandyoudon't know what you ' re  ea t ing .  A t  least, when youbutcher a . .. -. .  . ._ , . _ .  ., . .caribou you know you g o t  s t r a i g h t  meat you  don ' t  have  any  chemica ls  in  there  tha t  

don ' tbe longthere .  We dogetwild game onceinawhile .  Our salmonused t o  be I .' .. ;. 
.. .. .  .:. 
. .. ,

plenty .  H e  used t o  g e t  salmon down the re  on  Columbia R i v e r  t h a t  t h e i r  h e a d s  would .. .. .  . .  . .  . . .  . .. 
bebig  as a mans, I ' m  no tfoo l ing ,they  w e r e  r e a l l yb i g .  And I 'veseenthem when I was . 	 ',';:. . 

. . 
. .. .. 

a c h i l d .  We j u s td o n ' tg e tt h o s e  anymore, t heydon ' t  come. And i f  youdogetthe ' > . '  
,.... 

Y' : 
~ ...f i sh ,youhave  t o  be a p e r s o nt h a t s  well off t o  a f f o r dt h ee q u i p m e n tt of i s h .  From . -,.,~ ;. 
.,; . .  . . . .  
. .my p a r t  h e r e  t h e r e s  two d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s .  On yours its t h e  DRILLINGTHE o i l  . . .  
I.
. .... 
. .... .. .. . 

and  the  money. The peoplehere  who s u b s i s t  t h e  a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e .  , : 
... 

T h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  it because  they ' re  here  and  they’ re  a lways  going  to  be  . .  
. .. . .. .. 

here.They ' reneverleaving.  Where p e o p l et h a t  come and d r i l l  t h e y  pack t h e i rb a g s  , .. . 
.: . .. ., 

and go back t o  Georgia or wherever they came from because thats  your home and t h i s  .. 	... . . . . .. .. . .. 

is t h e i r  home andyoucan'tblame them f o r  wanting t o  p r o t e c t  it. And o n  t h i s  o t h e r  
':.. : .,.. 
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_­ part,compensation.Compensation,thatwould'be money, r i g h t ?  I cansee no way . .  
. .  . . .. . : 

how money canreplacethewildanimal.Because w e  were compensated a t  one time . I ,. ... 
. .  

putthe  andwhen they  in  Dal les  Dam.  We were a l l  given $3,000.00 a piece alot  of . .  

, .t h a t  money was put away f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  When they become ofagetheygotthat  .. '. . 
, ... 

I , 

money andwhatdidtheydowith it. A l o t  o f  thembought cars andwrecked it t h a t  . .  
. .. .nightandgotdrunkwiththe money o r  spend it on clothesand went andhad a few . .... . , . . .  

. .. .,s t eaksandtha t  was it. Themoney was goneandthere was no more salmontheycan . . .  . . . .  

re lyon .  SO i n  no way, would I f ee ltha tthesepeop leshou ldbe  made t o  a c c e p t  ,. :. .. , 

. .  ,
conpensat ionfortheirwildanimal .  And your remarks t h e r e ,  I r ead" inthefu tu re  

. .  
about . Inother  words end t ot h i s .  Thesewhat y o u ' r et e l l i n g  me t h e r e  is no 

people are going t o  bebadgeredandbadgeredandbadgered u n t i l  t h e y ' r e  worn down­
. ....,.s~ ino the rwords ,  is t h i st h i n gc u ta n dt r i e d  or a r e  w e  justgoingthroughthemotions ... 

Is t h a t  what it is? Because t h a t s  what I read .  

GeorgeAkootchook: 

My name GeorgeAkootchook. I ' m  going t o  t a l k  i n  my own language.Tonight w e  are 

t a l k i n g  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  a b o u t  d r i l l i n g  f o r  o i l .  If thereshould  bean o i l  s p i l l  

and the  an ima l s  ge t  s i ck  f rom it w e  wou ldn ' t  be  ab le  to  eat  them. We've been 

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n  o i l  s p i l l  f r o m  an o i l  r i g .  That is n o t  t h e  o n l y  o i l  s p i l l  t h a t ,  

w e  are t a lk ingabou t  t on igh t .  The v e h i c l e s  t h a t  t h e y  u s e  also havemotor o i l  and 

d e i s e l  i n  themand some ofthemusegas. If t h e  i c e  p i l e s  upand t h e s e  v e h i c l e s  

get  broken up t h a t  o i l  andgas w i l l  be  spread  a l so  in  the  ocean  and  w i l l  des t roy  

thefoodsourceof  our  animalsourfood sourse, duckstoo. We remember howmany 

many ducks were k i l l e d  when very l i t t l e  o i l  was s p i l l e d  o f f  of a s h i p  n e a r  B a r r o w .  

We don ' t  knowhowmuch o i l  and  gas  the  vehic les  use  but  I know they  use  qui te  a b i t .  

Any o i l  or g a s  s p i l l e d  o u t  of them can also sp read  in  the  ocean  and  k i l l  t he  food  

source of ouranimalsintheocean .  We've alwaysloved t o  ea t  t he  food  w e  grewup 

on. When w e  t r y  t o  eat t h ew h i t e  man food w e  can' talways eat much o f  it. We 

alwayshave t o  e a to u r  own kindoffood.  We alwaysneedblubberand seal o i l .  We 

don'tevenenjoy some of our  meat without  seal o i l  t o  gowith it. So when t h e  o i l  

k i l l s  t h e  f o o d  s o u r c e  of t h e  sea mammals what are theygoing t o  eat. They e a t  l i v e  

t h i n g s  too. We l i k e  t o  eat hea l thy  a n i m a l s  n o t  skimmy ones. When t h e i r  food 

source is k i l l e d  by o i l  theysure  won ' t  be  fat .  Some of the  worke r s  ou t  t he re  w i l l  

a l s ob e  lost. When t h e  ice starts p i l i n g  t h e r e  will b el i v e sl o s tt o o .  Some of them 

w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  walk away from it. When t h e  ice starts moving you don'talways 

hear  it. It sometimes moves withoutmaking a sound. We've beenl i s t en ing  t o  them 

e v e r  s i n c e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  w a n t i n g  t o  d r i l l .  We've alwaysbeentrying t o  s t o p  them 

and maybe i f  w e  t r y  h a r d e r  w e  can  s top  them th i s  time. The ducks f l y  whereverthey 
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choose. If thereshouldbeanoi l  s p i l l  ofanykindtheducks w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  o i l  

from the  ocean  to  the  l akes  they  o f t en  l and  in  and  then  a l so  des t roy  the  f i sh  tha t s  

i n  t h a t  l a k e .  They w i l l  besoakedwith o i l  andt ransfer  it t o  t h e  l a k e s  a n d  k i l l  

o f f  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  l a k e s  t o o .  We would n o t  l i k e  t o  have thefood w e  grewupwith 

des t royed .Wha les ,sea l s ,bea rdedsea l s ,f i sh ,ca r ibou ,sheep ,ducksa rea l l  w e  

don ' t  want destroyedbecause w e  don'talwayshavejobs up h e r e .  We s u b s i s t  on t h e  

animalsandhuntthem as o f t e n  as w e  cans incetheyarethefood w e  l i k e .  I ' l l  

t a l k  up t o  now. 

Zin Ki t t redge:  

My name is ZinKi t t redge .I 'vel ivedhereforonly  two y e a r s  so I don ' tcons ide r  

myself a veryvi l lageperson  a t  a l l .  I ' m  whi te  and I canreadand I was f o r t u n a t e  

enough t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  a copyofyourEIS.Listeningtonight,  I r e a l l y ,  t h e r e  

a r e  so many t h i n g s  I want t o  comment on. F i r s t  on the  EIS. I have some t h i n g s  t h a t  

o t h e r  p e o p l e  s a i d  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  f o l l o w  u p .  But I'm going t o  t r y  and make it 

f a i r l y  s h o r t .  I guess my first ques t ion  is t o  a l l  of you people  who are s i t t i n g  

up t h e r e .  If youpeoplelivedhere on BarterIs landandyoul ivedhere 365 days 

a y e a r ,  youhadoneplane a week t h a t  came i n  on Wednesdays when the weather  was 

good, t o t h i s  d i e t  h e r e  t h a t s  s u b s i s t a n c e  b u t  I guess i ts  anywherefromabout 

EO on up,and somebody came alongandsaid "We'd l i k e  t o  d r i l l  for  o i l  i n  your 

back yard and hopefully it won't do any harm a n d  w e ' l l  t r y  o u r  b e s t  n o t  t o  d o  you 

any harm but  obvious ly  you ' l l  be  impacted ."  Howmany peopleof you s i t t i n g  t h e r e  

. .  

. . 

... . 

... . .. 

. .  

... . .  

. .  
. . 

... .. .: , 

. .  
. .  
. :. .  

. .  

and a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  b a c k  row who were introduced but I don ' t  knowwho they  are, 

would you a l l  f a v o r  t h i s ,  wouldyou f a v o r  it, s i t t i n g  h e r e  r i g h t  now? Answer me. 

You don ' tsu f f e rtheconsequenc ie so fthedec i s ions  you make. They s u f f e r  t h e  

consequencies,  not you, so its veryeasy t o  s i t  here ,  i ts ve ry  easy  to  make a 

. decis ion shortage.inWashington,  D.C.  Great, I gas That 

doesn ' tbo ther  m e  any. I gotone car i f  it doesn ' t  work I w a l k .  Great. Ask somebody 

i n  L.A. t h i s  week whattheythinkaboutthegasshortage.  Ask themwhat t h e y  t h i n k  

a b o u t  d r i l l i n g  up he reintheBeaufo r tSea .  Go ahead, I needgas for my car. Great. 

By d o i n g  t h a t  you  deny these  people  the i r  lives s o  you go t t a  t ake  one  or t h e  o t h e r .  

But yousayyoudon't know. How aboutyou? You don ' t  know. If you l i v e dh e r e  

would you f a v o rt h i s ?  How aboutyou? Why?And you work for Dept. of Mines 

o r  Energy as I recall.  Natura l  Resources. But I c a n ' tb e l i e v et h a t  i f  youac tua l ly  

l i v e  h e r e  a n d  d i d n ' t  come i n  from -t h a t  you would favor  something thats  going t o  

have so much impactonthesepeople as t h i s  o f f s h o r e  lease sale w i l l .  And l e t  me 

quote f r o m  your  own document.Says " t h e r e s  a f i f ty  pe rcen t  chance  o f  f ind ing  o i l  

andgas.'' If you d i d  f i n d  it only 35 p e r c e n t  will berecovered. Then yougo on -. 
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-"theyearroundoperations w i l l  beallowed": Will you c a n  l i s t e n  f o r  c l o s e  t o  


four  hours  on how dependantthesepeople are on the  an imals  and  the  f i sh  and  the  


b i r d s  and y e t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h i n g s  t o  g o  on a l l  yearround.Indi f fe ren t  


p a r t s  o f  t h e  EIS say  tha t  such  andsuchwon'tbeallowed i n  t h e  s p r i n g  or suchand 


such won't  be allow in the f a l l  b u t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e m e n t  yousayyearround 


opera t ionstobea l lowed.  Then you say ," fu tu re  impact w i l l  bed iscussedla te r" .  


Great .  We'll screw it up andthen we ' l l  t a l ka b o u t  it. Thesepeople are theones  


t os u f f e rt h a tc o n s e q u e n c e  from what you ' r ego ingto  do.Next, "a new support  and , 


s u p p l yf a c i l i t y  w i l l  bedevelopedoutsidePrudhoe Bay".More development,bigger. 


You saidtwentyyears .  If you f i n d  more gas  i t ' l l  be f o r t y  y e a r s ,  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  


s i x t yy e a r s .  And I unders tandthepos i t ionyou ' rein .  You got tasupplythelower  


for tye ightwi thgas .They ' re  demanding i t .  But a t  t h e  same time you ' retak ing  


away t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  h a d .  On t h e  bowhead whale t h a t  you know 


so much about .Directquote  - "very l i t t l e  i f  anyinformation is known on breeding 


areas" d i r e c tq u o t e  - " l i t t l e  is know aboutreproductionandgrowth",direct  


quote"matingseason is not  w e l l  def ined"quote"sc ien t i s t snotcer ta inaboaut  


loca t ionofca l f inggrounds"quote"ges ta t ionandca lv ingper iods  are obscure. No 


i n fo rma t ion  on  the  ges t a t ion  pe r iod"  , quote  "no informationonresponsebehaviorofbo 


bowhead t o  t r a f f i c  p h y s i c a l  o b s t r u c t i o n  o i l  s l i c k s  or noisedis turbance"quote  


"harm t o  bowhead from o i l  andhydrocarbonsand o i l  f o w l i n g  o f  b a l e e n  p l a t e s  is unknown 


quote "effects of o i l  onbowhead foodsources is quotenot  known. "critical 


h a b i t a t  of bowhead is "not well defined",quote "no information on e f f e c t s  o f  


g r a v e li s l a n d  and i c ec o n d i t i o n s  on bowhead". And t h a t sy o u r  EIS. t h a t st h e  


impact of an endangered species which t h e s e  p e o p l e  e x i s t  onandyou'rewilling t o  


gooutand d r i l l  w i t h o u t  much information.Frankly I ' m  hor i f iedandappal led .  I 'll 


l eave  it a t  tha t .Next ,no t  a l l  th i sin fo rma t ion  when and i f  youdogetit byAugust 


w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a y  C e c i l  Andrus f o r  t h e  f i na l  dec is ion  making. 


I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  make a d e c i s i o n  which accep t s  t hese  peop les  l i ves  wi th  


as much information as I jus t  quo ted  you i n  August t o  decide whether t o  be  o i l  and 


gas lease sale. If somebody were t o  make a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  would affect y o u r  l i v e s  


would you w a n t  them t o  make tha t  dec i s ion  on  as l i t t l e  as information as I j u s t  r e a d  


t o  you. I s ince re lydoub t  it. You would b e  v e r y  s k e p t i c a l  i f  I walkedoutandtold 


you"shucks, I dont know anyth ing  about  the  city so I t h i n k  I ' m  going t o  blow em up 


because I t h i n k  t h a t s  s o u n d s  l i k e  a good i d e a  b u t  I donthaveenough ttime t o  s t u d y  


it." I s u s p e c tyou w o u l d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t s  i n  a sense  what you'redoing t o  t h e s e  p e o p l e .  


On o i l  s p i l l s ,y o u r  own wordsagain. O i l  s p i l l s .T h i s  is t h eS t a t e :  


... 

. . 

. .  

. .  
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\>.> 
"No t echno logy  cu r ren t ly  ex i s t s  fo r  c l ean ing  up o i l  under ice o the r  t han  phus ica l ly  

physical ly  blocksc u t t i n g  up and removing of  imagine much fun . .ice .  (Can you 

t h a t  would be?)This would on lybefeas ib l eintheeven to f  a small one time s p i l l .  ,. . 
... 

O i l  from a subseablowout o r  c o n t i n u i n g  s p i l l  c o u l d  b e  s p r e a d  l a t e r a l l y  a l o n g  t h e  .. ... .. : I...I 

' 

. .  
bottom of iceandthroughleadsinthe  ice. Af te r  a sho r tpe r iod  of time, o i l  could . .  

. .  . .
be inco rpora t ed  in  the  i ce  and  a s  a r e s u l t  of i c e  movement andbreakupwouldbe ., ... . , . .  ... .,. ... 

i ,. .
spreadover a wide a r e a .  It is p resen t lyno tposs ib l etot r ack  or l o c a t e  o i l  u n d e r  I . .. .  . , 

. .  
now you . : 

. '  : . .  
can sit here ,  maybe you know something t h a t  whoever e l s et h a td o e st h i s  EIS doesn ' t  , 

. .. 
. .  . . 

ice,precludingadequatecleanuponceunder ice  movement hasoccurred." And 

know, b u t  t h a t  s o u n d s  t o  m e  l i k e  you don ' t  know whatsyou'regoing t o  do i f  theres , :.. ...*, . , 

. ..,
and o i l  s p i l l  undertheice .  I guess, I ' m ,  s e e ,  and maybe I ' m  wrong, t h a t  i ts  not  

. ._ .. ._ 
j u s t  a n  o i l  s p i l l  t h a t s  g o i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  i ts thedevelopmentthats  

.. . 
going t o  happen fo rtwen tyandth i r tyyea r s .  Its going t o  bethegrowth,  i ts  going 

t o  b e  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  man i n f l i c t i n g  h i s  v a l u e s  a n d  m o r a l s  

y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  away what t h e  Eskimo peoplehave. And even i n  t h e  two y e a r s  

t ha tI ' vebeenhe reth i sv i l l agehaschangeda lo t .The resa lo t  more c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

t h e r e s  a l o t  more j o b s ,  t h e r e s  a l o t  more emphasis on white mans work and i f  you 

pu t  i n  PrudhoBay,eventhoyour EIS says  4 peop le  a re  go ing  to  bene f i t  f rom tha t  

wholeBeaufortSealeasesale .  I j u s t  h a d  t h a t  t h i n g  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  me 

somewhere among thesepages.  Four peopleout of Kaktovik g e tj o b s  i n  tha tBeaufo r t  

Sea l e a s e  sale. And what t hey ' r eg iv ing  up is thechance t o  goou tinthe  f a l l  and 

hunt. A chance t o  go ou tinthewin te randhun t .  A chance t o  goduckhuntingin 

thesp r ing .  And I t h i n k  i ts  thechoicetha tthesepeoplehave  t o  make andfrom 

what I ' vehea rdton igh t ,t heydon ' t  want it. And f o r  you t o  i n f l i c t  on themand 

give them n o  c h o i s e  a n d  s a y  t h a t  y o u ' r e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  themand tha t  you ' re  go ing  t o  

go home andyou'regoing t o  dec ide .  Well t h e  g a s  l i n e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  I know which 

votes  way you're going t o  swing, i ts  going t o  swing  fo r  t he  peop le  in  the  lower  fo r ty  e igh t  

Now I t h i nMarilynspoint was very  well taken. Where she came fromsheoncehadwhat 

thesepeoplehad. This l i t t l e  fe l la  here ,thesechi ldren ,he ' sgoing  t o  chink I ' m  

speakingGreek or h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  is speaking Greek when t h e y  t a l k  a b o u t  s u b s i s t a n c e  

l i f e  s t y l e .  He is going t o  be  -by  the  time h e ' s  grown upandhehaskids 

because of t h e  incomingdevelopmentand its n o t  y o u r  f a u l t  we're s i t t i n g  on o i l  and 

gas but  I do be l i eve  tha t  by  rush ing  it so fast with so l i t t l e  information known 
c o a s t a l  

and so l i t t l e  car ing  about  the  impact  on t h e  p e o p l e  up here  that  you ' re  going t o  

wipe 'em o u t .I ' v et a l k e d  so long I ' m  going t o  shutup. 
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Justone las t  comment, I went t o  Washingtonguess a yearand a h a l f  or two years  
i '  

ago. Working on a l l  of t h i s  cause  I was concernedand I t a l k e d  t o  a woman, whose ... 


name I won' tment ion,intheDept .ofInter ior .  And I was t a l k i n gt oh e ra b o u tt h e  


bowheads a n d  t h e  d r i l l i n g  and t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  d r i l l i n g  would have on t h e  bowhead. 


And s h e  s a i d ,  and I ' m  no tsure  I canquote t h i s  d i r e c t l y ,  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  o f ,  


we can ' t  be  concernedoverananimal  tha t  jus tpassesthrough thereeachanimal  


for anhour  or two i n  t h e  f a l l  and i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  O i l  andgas is more important 


t h a nt h a t .  And Imet many comments l i k e  t h a t  i n  WashingtonfrompeopleinDept.of 


I n t e r i o r .  And f r a n k l y  I gaveup. I was so d isgus tedandappal led  a t  t h e i ra t t i t u d e  


t h a t  I came up hereand s o  I ' m  up, you know. I can ' tdea lwi th  it and I gaveup. 


Thatdoesn' t  show much e f f o r t  on my p a r t  I admit ,but  I couldn ' tdea lwi th  it. I 

. . .  

couldn ' tdea lwi th  it. I d i d n ' t  have thes taminatokeep  on waving my f l a g .  So I 


gave up and came home. 


Mike J e f f e r y :  


My name is Mike J e f f e r y  and I j u s t  l i k e  t o  s a y ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  make youaware t h a t  we 


are going t o  b e  p r e s e n t i n g  e x t e n s i v e  comments i n  t h e  Barrow Hearingand I don'twant 


anything I s a y  t o n i g h t  t o  b e  r e a d  as g i v i n g  o u t  f a c t s ,  i n t e n t  t o  dotha t .  I j u s t  


. .want t o  make a coupleof comments s p e c i f i c a l l yr e l a t e dt oK a k t o v i kt o n i g h t .  We, I ..--,,_ ---__, 

. .. ...mean AlaskaLegalServices which is rep resen t ingth ree  of t h e  communities. Lets .... .  . .  ... . .put  my s t a t emen tton igh t  as coming from anindividual .Thats  a f a i r  statement. . .  
. .. 

. . .  
And as a ni n d i v i d u a lc i t i z e n ,  I ' m  Lega Serv ices  Attorneyin Barrow and its f a l l e n  	 . .. 

. .:... 
t o  me t o  work w i t h  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  And t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I w a n t  t o  t a l k  . .  

. .  
abouttonight  w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  v i l l a g e  p e o p l e  are i n .  Those of you t h a t  . .  

have come here  even  the  members of t h e  p a n e l  h e r e  who come h e r e  s e v e r a l  times, you 

d o n ' t  see h a l f  o f  what t h e  v i l l a g e  people are see ing  as f a r  as meetings and things 

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f i g h t  a b o u t  w i t h  a s tand.  I see more of  it buteventhen I ' m  i n  

Barrow but  I ' m  aware ofthem,and I t h i n k ,  youshouldunderstandsomethingof it 

because part  of what we’re t a l k i n g  abouttonight  is thep rocess .  You should, 

s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  s a y  t o  you t h a t  w e  c a n ' t  d e a l  w i t h  t h a t  b i g  i m p a c t  statement. I know, 

as an a t t o r n e y ,  I know t h a t  y o u ' r e ,  youhave l e g a l  g u i d e l i n e s  i n  t h e  timetable of 

whatyouneed t o  do. I canunderstandthatand I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  youonlyhave i n  

t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  t h e r e s  a minimum of  t ime,  but  again,  look a t  the s i t u a t i o n  o f  

Kaktovik.You'renottalking about a group of people who haveknowledgeand a b i l i t y  

t o  even read it t o  gothrough t h a t  b i g  s t a t e m e n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  c a n  r e a d  b u t  t h i s  

is a v e r y  t e c h n i c a l  document. I ' m  sure  a l l  of youunderstandthat .  It 's put  a 

very  te r r ib le  burden  on  a f e w  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  o t h e r s  a n d  a few o ther  people  

t o  t r y  and type t o g e t h e r  i n  a way tha t  might  make it understandable  to  them about 
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whatsgoingon.Thisprocessright now is hard enough b u tt h a t sn o t  a l l  t h a t s  

g o i n go n .I na d d i t i o nt ot h i sa tt h i s  time t h e  NorthSlope Borough i s  developing 

Coas ta l  Zone Management Program which I ' m  s u r et h ep a n e l  is  aware. Now t h e  v i l l a g e  

is  a l soex t r eme lyin t e re s t edintha t  wholeprocess. It is hav ingto  make comments 

i n  t h a t  whole process  which i s  a l s o  v e r y  l e g a l  a n d  v e r y  t e c h n i c a l ,  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  understandbut its a l s o  f o r  t h e  same reasons  tha t  you ' re  hear ing  about  ton ight .  

Something tha tthey ' r eex t r eme lyin t e re s t edin .  But t h a t sn o t  a l l  tha tsgoingon.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  a t  t h i s  moment i n  Washington t h e y ' r e  deba t ingthe  D2 l e g i s l a t i o n .  

You're  hear ing tes t imony tonight  about  the whale  and the s e a  mammals and t h e  b i r d s  

b u t  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  wherethepeople havealwaysbeenhunting 

the  ca r ibou  and the porcupine car ibue herd calf there  and  the  people  know t h a t  

t he re s  on ly  a very f e w  s p e c i a l  p l a c e s  where the  ca r ibou  cou ld  - ca r ibou  he rd  to  

c a l f .  So a l l  t h i s  time, t h i s  is about t o  b e  openperhaps y o u ' r e  notconcerned 

abou tton igh t ,  I know t h a t ,  b u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  is. They'rehaving t o  d e a l  w i t h  it. 

But t h a t s  n o t  a l l  t ha t sgo ingon .Inadd i t iontotha tthe resques t ionsabou tthe  

gasp ipe l ine ,theresques t ionsaboutthehaulroad ,theresques t ionsaboutbui ld ing  

p r o j e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e r e s  i n c r e d i b l e  number o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  p e o p l e  h e r e  a r e  

t r y i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a l l  at  once. And t h a t s  what makes it ex t r eme lyd i f i cu l t  when 

you b e g i n  t o  a s k ,  how can we make th i s  unde r s t andab le .  You got  a couple of 

suggestions,  one is c e r t a i n l y ,  when you ' r e  dea l ing  wi th  a cu l ture  of  people  who, have 

a languageproblem,you'vegot t oe x t e n dt h e s e  time limits. You c a n ' t  j u s t ,  you 

did a commendable t h i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t ,  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h a t  t o  b e  

brought so q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a f te r  it was r e l e a s e d ,  t h a t  was good.But t o  have 

thesehea r ings  so s o o na f t e rt h a t ,  i ts v e r yd i f f i c u l t  as Mr. Edwards s a i d .I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a videotape,anInupiaqlanguagevideotape,  

something along thoselines,  wouldhave t a k e n  a l o t  o f  time and effor t  and a l o t  of 

people t o  pu ttoge the rbu t  it might'vehelped.Wasn'tdone. It might'vehelped i f  

youhad a summary and I know you put  together  a kind of i s sues  pape r  bu t  t ha t s  no t  

what I mean, I mean  a summary of  the  s t a t emen t  k ind  o f  pagebypagewithpagenumbers 

maybe some quotes. What are w e  t r y i n gt od o ,j u s tg o i n gt h r o u g h  it. It wouldn't 

havebeenthatbigan effort. Someone who hadread it andunderline it could'vedone 

it. And i f  thathadbeenhandedoutalongwiththestatement it couldhavebeen 

handed t o  everybody.Everybodycould'vehadthe same papers so we'd be fa i r .  But 

it w o u l d  b e  f o r  b a s i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  who have t rouble  understanding the s ta tement .  

And youcould 'vedonetha ta l tho  it wasn'tdone. And as a r e s u l t ,  well, a l l  was 

f i n e  t h a t  well, t h e  government set t h i s  h e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e ,  t h e  government se t  t h e  

sale d a t e ,  somehow we got  t o  mention t h a t  it a b s o l u t e l y  c a n ' t .  And it means t h a t  

.. . 
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thepeopleherecouldn ' tgooutgeesehunt ingth is  week, las t  week, we'vehad so 
? 

many meetings on a l lt h e s ek i n d so ft h n g s .  Its impacting on t ot h ee x t e n dt h a tt h e y  i': 

\.. ;
can ' tgohunt ing .  The meetingsarebecominganinabili ty t o  dotha t .  And so  ar e s u l t  . . . : '  

of a l l  t h i s  is that  even while  you j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  sale you ' re  des t roying ,  

you ' r e  t o  a b o u t .  I t h i n khe lp ingdes t roy  what its a l l  t h e  comments t h a t  - .. . 

'.. .. 
made there ,peoplearebeingbadgered t o  death.This as w e  know intheimpact  ;:: .;... 

. .  
s t a t emen tyou ' r et a lk ingabou tf iveyea rl easeschedu le .The resgo ingtobe  more, 

. .  
.:. .

t h e r e s  more sa lesp lannedintheBeaufor tSea .  What abou tthe  sales i nt h eC h u k c h i i  . . ., ,. ... 
1 ; 

Sea. You w i l l  f i n d ,i ft h eS t a t eg o e sa h e a dw i t ht h a t ,t h a tt h ev i l l a g e si nt h e  
f ' .  

' .  
,, .'.*'..m i g r a t e sp a s tt h o s ev i l l a g e sj u s tl i k eh e r e .  Are Kaktovikpeoplegoing t o  have t o  L '  . , 

. .- ,gear  up f o r  more m e e t i n g s  f o r  t h o s e  s a l e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ?  Are t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  , . 

:;. .v i l l a g e s  g o i n g  t o  have t o  spend a l l  the i rt imegoingtothesemeet ings?Thatsthe  
.. . 

. ..problemand i t s  having  to ,  these  meet ings ,  a l l  of  these meet ings are having  d i rec t  
, ., 

e f f e c t  on the  l i ves  o f  t he  peop le  he re  

AMEN! FROM THEAUDIENCE AND APPLAUSE! 

o u t s i d e  v i l l a g e  enoughus,  i ts hard  enough for  the .  . .I l i v e  t h e  a n d  its hard for 
... , . 

people who don'thunt.  I don ' tgoouthunt ingin  Barrow. I don ' thavethe  time . .. 	. 
I 

... , 
, ... .... .but  I come i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  I si t  withthepeopleandthey t e l l  me t h a t  t h a t  ,;...:. .,.. . 
:... ,...

kindofconcern. I can see it. I fee lembarrassed .  When I come i n ,  I can see 	 ... ..: 
... ..... . . 

A .:.......... ......t h e r e s  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  n e e d s  t o  d e c i d e ,  I may try and f i t  it i n  . ... ... . 
, ..... .. .  

. ..... .  ..
j u s t  b e f o r e  a movie cause I know t h a t ,  w e l l ,  t h e r e s  g o i n g  t o  b e ,  well, people  . .... ...... .  . .  . . ..:_-_. 

' I.: . .. ..w i l l  have  the i r  evening  taken  up anyway, I don ' t  want t o  wipeoutthemovie , 	 ..__.. ........ . . . ...._.. . ... . ....... . .. .  . . ,. .,I ' l l  f i t  it i n  some o therth ing .Thismeet ing  was so i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h i s  room h a s  ...:I ...:... ...., ' , 

_... . 
:.. .

been f u l l  a l l  nightwithpeople.  Now you may n o t  r e a l i z e  t h i s  b u t  I ,  announcement , .y;. .  .. 
. . 
: 

. . 

... .i. 
..I . .... .the  you w i l l  f ind  every  ._.;was made of  people  I think tha t  household  is .. . . 

, . ..... .. ....
representedhere.Everysinglefamily fe l t  t h e  time t o  come. Its a biginvestment  . .. :_ ...... . ._... .. . .o f  t h e i r  time t o  come to  another  meet ing  which  is l a s t i n g  so long  and  r igh t ly  should  .. . 

. ..*...... :. . . 
. .. .becausetheres  many t h i n g s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  s a i d .  But a l l  I cansay is I know t h i s  is . . ..., - . 

... . . 
. :.-. . 

. .g o i n g  to be  a t i r i n g  t r i p  for  a l l  of  us r i g h t  now. I know you're  a l l  going t o  g e t  . .. ..:. . .. I . 
:
_.;". \ .. :- .. :.. . .t i re ,  Nuiqsat is going t o  have a hearingtomorrownightand its Fairbanks. A l l  I ... .. ... . . . 
..... ... . . 
:..__... .can t e l l  you i s  that tremendously worth doing but howmuch b e t t e r  it wouldhavebeen :..'I.:. :.., . , 

. .%.._...... 
...i f  there 'd  been  more time. You know, i f  t h i s  f u l l  p r o c e s s  h a d  been s t a r t e d  s o o n e r .  . . .  ;. 
. .... < 

. .;. . .......: .
So t h a t  you could 've got ten even bet ter  comments f r o m  the people  that  would 've been . .., .. 

'...
. 
.. :.::' ... ....:.. .. . .  even more use fu l  i n  your  dec i s ion .  The people  here  are t r y i n g  t o  talk t o  you i n  a , .._x..:... ...:\... .. . ... ... . .. ....,,.:.;:;.. ... .. 

very  s ince re  way and  g ive  you  the  bes t  t ha t  t hey  can, g iven  what  they  be l ieve  the  r , i...&.
1...'. . .. ..:.;:;... . .... .  . .  
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i s sues  a re  and  a l l  I cando,yougot, I d idn ' t  t ake  any notes  as many ofyouhave, 


and I know the resgo ingtobe  a t r a n s c r i p t  l a t e r  on. I 'vealreadypicked up some 


very  so l id  f ac tua l  po in t s  which c o n t r a d i c t  d i r e c t l y  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  i m p a c t  


statement .  Whales feedwhi lethey ' remigra t ing  youwere t o l d .  And intheimpact  it 


saysyoudon't  know abouttha t .  Well, h e r e ,  you kknow, d i r e c t ,  you a rehea r ing  


? p e a r l s ? ,  t h e r e  / p e a r l s ?  a l l  t h e  t i m e  h e r e .  A l l  I canurgeyou t o  do he reton igh t  


and t h e  n e x t  f e w  days is, t o  t h e  b e s t  youcan ,keeppayingat ten t ion ,theres?pear l s?  


a l l  th roughth i s ,  what peoplearesaying.Wonderfulinformation coming but  i t s  j u s t  


t h a t t h a t  i ts having t o  takesuch a t e r r i b l e  e f f e c t  t o  do t h i s  t o  you. 


A QUESTION
ASKED IF ALL MEETINGS HAVING GREATER IMPACT ON COMMUNITY. 

Mike : 

Thateven i n  t u r n s  of t h e s e  impact s ta tements ,yes .In  fac t ,  t h a t s  e x a c t l y  what 

were t a lk ing  abou t  is the  cumal i t ive  e f fec tand  I ' m  no t ,  no t  on ly  on t h e  

environmentshouldthesethingshappen,butonthepoeplejustto  even consider  

t h i s ,  d e f i n i t e l y .  I th inkthephrasetha tMar i lyn  Agiak used i s  t h a tt h e y ' r eb e i n g  

badgered todeath.Everybody's  coming up.Thismeetings, I d o n ' t  kknow, meetings 

once o r  twicesometimeseventwice a week or once a week or t h r e e  times a month, 

importantones, I mean t h e r e  a l l  important. A l l  theseproposalstheyhave,and 

a c t u a l l y  its n o t ,  I mean t h i s  v i l l a g e  is involvedin  somewhatmore than some o f  t h e  

o t h e r  v i l l a g e s  b u t  s t i l l  a l l  t h e  v i l l a g e s  h e r e  are having t h i s  problem.Nuiqsat 

is h a v i n g  t h i s  problem a l s o .  

Some Lady 

Its important  too t o  emphas ize  tha t  the  v i l lage  doesnt  have  the  

t o  d e a l  w i t h  a l l  t h i s .  Its h a r d  f o r  me t o  do  the  th ingsherebecause  theydon ' t  have  

o f f i ces  wi th  typewr i t e r s  and  t e l ephones  tha t  work,withpaidpersonnel t o  r e a d  t h e  

mail andanswer it. GeorgiannaTiklook,while Walt Audie w a s  gone, was a c t i n g  as 

a mayor o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h r e e  months i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  f u l l  t i m e  j o b  as a 

t e a c h e r  i n  s c h o o l .  When she  came home a t  n igh t  she  would have t o  dealwith a l l  t h i s  
... . .  

v i l l age  bus iness  and  its an  inc red ib l e  amountof work h a s  f a l l e n  onher e s p e c i a l l y  . . .  
. .  . _ .  
. . .. . .i n  on a l o t  of other  peoople  and they don ' t  have the- to  deal  with it t h e  way . .; . . .  
. . . . .  

youwould i n  a c i t y .  . .. . .  

F l o s s i e  Hopson : 
. . .... 

My name is F l o s s i e  Hopson b u t  I ' m  n o tr e a l l y  making a s ta tementbut  I j u s th a v ej u s t  . . . . .. .  
. . .  

you know, be ing  d i rec t .every  beau t i fu l  maps . .. .a few questions,  very  In  one  of your  
':X 

t h a t  youhave made considered volumn th ree .Ineve ry  one of t h o s e  maps i n  volumn ;*.\ . .  
threeyouhave a l i t t l e  note  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  t h a t  states, "Attent ionusers :  This 

_:.t 

. . I : '  
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visualgraphichasbeenpreparedforenvironmentalimpactstatement from e x i s t i n g  


sourcesand is not  a productofor ig ina lsc ien t i f icresearch .This  is a s p e c i a l  


v i sua lg raph icove rp r in t  and is nottobeusedfornavigat ionpurposes .  Nor is t h i s  


graphic  a l e g a l  document forFederalLeasingpurposes.  The Bureauof Land 


Management, U.S. Departmentof t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  a c c u r a c y  t o  t h e  


e x t e n to fr e s p o n s i b i l i t y  or l i a b i l i t yf o rr e l i a n c et h e r e o n .P r e p a r e d  by theAlaska  


OuterContinentalShelfOffice,Anchorage, Alaska" Could you t e l l  me what t h a t  


means i n  a few sentences? (ONE OF THE PANEL MEMBERS WENT ON TO EXPLAIN) 


You mean your volumn t h r e e  is notworth it a t  a l l ?  Out o f  a l l  t h e  s t u f f  youhave 


aboutanimals,  you made landuses on it and its no t  l ega l?  


(CONTINUEDEXPLAINING) 


Well, it s a y s  t o  m e  t h a t  it is not  a p r o d u c to fo r i g i n a ls c i e n t i f i cr e s e a r c h .  You 


make r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  g r a p h i c s  i n  y o u r  EISand t h i s  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  y o u r  s c i e n t i f i c  


research  is incompleteandinaccuratethe way it s t a t e s  on here.Asidefromthat 


I hadcoupleotherquest ions.  You mentioned i n  t h e  E I S  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  wouldbe i n  


"carcinogenicform". Would you t e l l  me what t h a t  means?The effect o f  o i l ,  on o i l  


s p i l l s  wouldbe"carcinogenic"to, It wouldhave"carcinogenic affect onorganisms. 


ANSWER: CANCER PRODUCING. 


Cancerproducingorganisms. They wouldhavecancerproducing, it would havecancer 


producing  af fec t  on the  organisms tha t  w e  e a t  a n d  i n  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  human foodweb 


w e  wouldhavecancerlaid on i n  o u r  y e a r s .  


CONFUSION WITH EVERYONE SPEAKING AT ONCE. SOME LADY QUOTED FROM(SOME THE EIS 

STATEMENTFOLLOWS)AS 

I do. O f  d e f i n i t ec o n c e r n ,t h i s  is going t o  have t o  be,oh,page193. Even with 

a col lege educat ion it would take a l t t t l e  time so it w i l l  have t o  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  

i n t o  I n u p i a t .  "Of d e f i n i t e  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  i n  t h e  m a r i n e  food 

cha in  inc luding  man t h e r e s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  of uptake hydrocarbons,  especial ly  

carcinogenicform,inbenthicorganisms."  Now t h e r e s  a s ta tementtha tevery  Eskimo 

t ru lyunder s t andinc lud ing  myself. Anyway, maybe youcan translate t h i s  i n t o  Eskimo. 

Isaac Akootchook : 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  a g a i n  t h a t  a l l  of you are welcome t o  our v i l l a g e  a n d  t o  t e l l  us  t o  

andspeakabout we have a l l  ofus  a problem anyway, we a l l  Americans, working 

t o g e t h e r ,  we should work toge the r ,ag reewi thustoge the r .  And we see t h e s e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  govenorsandpresidentspeople .  We alwaysvote for them. And 

everytime we have election coming up we have  the  le t ters ,  a l l  kinds a let ters,  you 

know, "vote f o r  me, vote f o r  m e ,  going t o  h e l p  you" so and so. Well, w e r e  hereand 

w e  l i k e  to see, I l i k e  to see f r o m  my v i l l a g e ,  t o  see t h i st h i n g  t o  notbescared  1 
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about i t ,  whatever. Some f e e l  bad a b o u ti t ,w o r d s  you know. 


Phil l ipTiklook : 


I got a quest ionhere.  Why dotheywan tth i sl easesa l e?  From what I readandheard 


i n  t h e  news andnewspaper tha t  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  a lone  f rom what I read ,  exper t s  or 


s c i e n t i s t s  s a y  t h a t  w e ' r e  n o t  h u r t i n g  f o r  o i l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  s a y s  i n  t h e  


newspaperthatUnitedStatesalonehas enough o i l  r e s e r v e  f o r  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  y e a r s .  


I r eadtha tinthepape r .  And then how come they  want t h i s  l e a s e  sale t o  goon now 


if theygot  enough o i l  f o r  a n o t h e r  f i f t y  y e a r s .  I t h i n k  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  t h i s  lease 


s a l e  is  going on i s  somebody is j u s t  want t o  g e t  r i c h  or make some money. What I 


readandheardinthe news andnewspapers it was men t ioned  the re  tha t  s c i en t i s t s  


or e x p e r t s  on o i l  UnitedStatesalonehas enough o i l  r e s e r v e  for f i f t y  y e a r s  a n d  


what you'vebeenhearing on t h i s  g a s  s h o r t a g e  onlower f o r t y  e i g h t  a n d  a g a i n  it was 


i n  t h e  newspapershat I g e t  t h a t  it is a hoax ,tha t  i ts n o tt r u e .  They got  enough 


gas down t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know what fo rthey ' r esav ing  it. Thesea retheth ings  I 


understandandheardfromtheradio or newspapers. I d o n ' t  know why they want t h i s  


l e a s e  s a l e  i f  t h e y  g o t  enough o i l  i n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a l o n e  f o r  f i f t y  y e a r s  t o  come. 


Thatswhat I r e a d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  I g e t .  


Cynthia Wentworth: 


Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  what P h i l l i p  s a i d  was a c t u a l l yr i g h t .T h e r e  is a l o t  more o i l  


l e f t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u t  t h e  way they  ca l cu la t e  whe the r  t hey  have  tha t  o i l  


o r  not  is whether or not  its economical t o  r e c o v e r  a t  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  rate of 


technology.There is a l o t  more o i l  l e f t  buttheycan  make h i g h e r  p r o f i t s  and make 


more money by g e t t i n g  o i l  o u t  of theBeaufortSea.  And t h a t s  j u s t  what t h e y ' r e  


d o i n g  r i g h t  now. 


(QUESTIONS AND ANSWER REGARDING THE LEASESALE AREA AND OIL RESERVES I N  THE U . S . )  


Herman Aishanna: 


How many miles out  f r o m  t h e  Barrier i s l a n d s ?  Over th reemi le s?  Why I ‘m concerned 


about it is its i n  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  r o u t e  of t h e  bowhead whale. And i f  t h e  sale goes 


throughandexploration starts o u t  t h e r e  its going t o  be  some d i s tu rbance  ou t  t he re .  


I b e l i e v e  it will d i s r u p t  t h e  r o u t e  of t h e  bowhead whaleon t h e  f a l l  migrat ion.  


What I w a s  real lyconcernedabout  was i f  thedevelopment starts o u t  t h e r e ,  l o t  a 


n o i s e ,  t h e  o i l  r i g s ,  b a r g e s ,  b u i l d i n g  c a u s e w a y s ,  whichmight effect t h e  Bowhead whale 


goingtoward Pt. Barrow. Pt .  B a r r o w  do some f a l l  whaling too when they  don ' t  ge t  


enough i n  t h e  s p r i n g  time. I b e l i e v e ,  I ' m  a f ra idtheymightgo  too far  o u t  which 


would impactthe Pt. Barrowwhalers. 


A QUESTION
AS TO WHAT TIME OF THE YEAR EXPLORATION WOULD HAVE THE LEAST EFFECT ON 

THE BOWHEAD WHALE. 

. .:. . 
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Herman : 

Well,exploration,once,  I unders tand ,oncetheleasesa le  is approved it wont 

s top  on explora t iononly .Later  on t h e r e ' l l  be some development i f  t h e r e s  some o i l  

ou t  t he re  and  the re ' l l  be  no  way of s topping  it. 

A QUESTION ABOUT IF I T  WOULD BE LIMITED TO CERTAIN TIMES OF THE YEAR....) 
Thatsconf ident ia linformat ion .  

AlfredLinn. Jr. : 

... 
I s e e  t h a t  i n  y o u r  t rac t s ,  when they make tha t  s t a t emen t ,  t hey  assume,okay, lets 

j u s t  assume tha ttheydo  goaheadwiththe sale. How do w e  goaboutnominatingon 

t r a c t s ?  How,who is  e l i g i b l e  t o  nominate on t h e s et r a c t s ?  

ALREADY TAKEN PLACE A YEAR AGO 
. .  

Why weren ' t  w e  give a chance t o  s a y  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  want t h o s e  t r a c t s  t o  b e . . . . . . .  . .  

YOU WERE AND SOMEOF THE TRACTS WERE DELETED THEN. 

:. .
JaneAkootchook Thompsen: . .... . .. 

So f a r  we'vebeen ta lk ingabout  how we shouldpreservethewhaleandanimalstha t  .. . . .  . 
. ..il 

l i v e  on this----- talking thebeen withpeople.  ... I ' m  from Barter Is land  . . .  
. .  

. .. .. 
I was bornandraisedhere.Cynthiaand I t a l k e d  a l o t  a b o u t  where I g r e w  up . .. 

.... 
. . 
...aroundthe area and we've been l is tening s ince the biginning of  time whatabout. . .  

. .  
. . .  

preserv ingthegraveyardstha t  are a roundtha ta rea ,causethe re  are s e v e r a l .  There . .  

a re  the re  and even t r yt og i v e  t i t l e  f o rhouses  tha t  you are claimingwon't t h e  . .  . . .  
. . .peop letha t  havea l lo tmen t sintha ta rea .I think its i m p o r t a n tt o ot h a t  youpreserve 
. .  

houses .  t hese  where . .they orburiedhave 
. .. .  

Cynthia Wentworth : . .. .. 
.__..

No, its notcoveredvery well. If you refer  v e r y  b r i e f l y  t o  t h e  wordsofthe -
. .  .. ' 

. . .... .  . .is fee l ingbuttheydon ' teveninc lude  a l l  t h e  sites i n  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  area. I t a l k e d  . .. .  
. .. .  

about it i n  my w r i t t e n  comment, I d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  make my t es t imonytoolong so I d i d n ' t  ' ,:).!;,, ' . 
. ..:. . .:. 

br ing  it up h e r e  b u t  i n  t h e  EIS when t h e y  talk a b o u t  c u l t u r a l  resources they only .. ...,:. ... . . .. .. .  .. . . .t a lk  you say,  the . .. .about  sources. Sources from b e f o r e ,  I guess  could before  . .  ...;.... 
...white man s t a r t e d  comingup. They d o n ' t  talk aboutthe  fact t h a t  a l o t  of t h e s e  . ;.... 
. .

sites a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  are also c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  -the  people  have  used  in  ,. .. .. ,. . :. .;:. .  ... 
...... . .... . ... .t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  t h e i r  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s t i l l  use now i n  some cases. I ;:;:$,,:.. .,. .  

' . .  . 
t h inktha tthoseshou ld  a lso  beincluded. as c u l t u r a l  resources. I t h i n kt h ed e f i n i t i o n  ..: ' ,  . . .  

, :.. . , ,  . ... .o f  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  mustbebroughtened. I j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  that . .  
.. ... . .  

some of theseg raves  are beingcoveredupwithgravel.  I t h i n k  two of Janes . ..: . .. . 
. .... . 

. . ... . 
r e l a t i v e s  

. .. . ,  
, . 

t o  have a l l  those  s i tes  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  p r o t e c t e d .  If t h i s  sale goes on i n  December . 
. 

. .. . . 
. . .  

onFlaxman I s l a n d  t h a t  hadbeencovered up wi thg rave l .  V e r y  important  

I don ' t  see how it canbedone.Becasue a lo t  of f i e l d  work has  t o  bedone i n  o r d e r  
. . .. 

7 
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t o  do t h i s .  One i m p o r t a n ts i t ew h e r e  her p a r e n t s  and many peopleherel ivedfor  


a yearover  by Prudhoe Bay. That s i t eh a sa l r e a d y  beendestroyed. 


GeorgeAgiak: 


I’ll saysomething. While I was working a t  Pow 3 they were d r i l l i n g  andwhile 


d r i l l i n gt h e yf o u n do i l .  I canseethemdri l l ing up i nl a n d  on t h e  Canadian s i d e  


I think.There w i l l  beships  coming t h r u  from Canadaon t h e i r  way t o  Prudhoe Bay 


t h i s  summer. 


Herman Aishanna : 


I have a q u e s t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  p e o p l e .  Why d idtheyfo r sake  us t h a t  w e  n o t i c e  t h a t  


t h e  o i l  r i g  t h a t  t h e y  showed us o v e r  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  Niakuk I s l a n d  a f t e r  t h e y  t o l d  us 


t h a t  it wouldbe o f f  t h e  i s l a n d  on t h e  l as t  p a r to fA p r i l .  I understand its s t i l l  

... 

t h e r e .  I t h i n kt h es u p e r i n t e n d e n to ft h a tr i g  was r e a ls i n c e r e .  He showed us how 

it was andwhat it was a l l  aboutandhe showed us t h e  r i g  t h a t  was supposed t o  be 

takenout  of t h a t  i s l a n d .  T h e r e  was a wholeplaneload of u s  t h a t  wentoverthere 

with a t w i n  o t t e r  a n d  t h i s  s i n c e r e l y  t o l d  u s  it be  o f f  a t  t he  end  o f  Apr i l .  

. :I understand its s t i l l  thereandthey  l e f t  it t o  s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  summer. Why . .  

i s  tha t?  informat ion  I j u s tg o tt h eo t h e r  dayThis  and t h e yt o l d  m e  t h a tt h a t  was . .  

a man made i s l a n d  i n  t e n  f o o t  deepwater. BP people was theones  showed us t h i s  
. .  .. . .  

o n e  t h e  r i g ,  NANAfromCalifornia .  . .  , 

.: . . . .... . . .AN EXTENSION GRANTED A FEW BUT I T  WAS REMOVED. . .DAYS 
. .  
: . 

Mike J e f f e r y :  .. . 

.. .
Speaking as an  a t to rney  invo lved  in  the  Duck I s l and  l awsu i t  onbehalfofthis  . . .. . . 

. .  

v i l l a g ea n do t h e r s ,t h e r e  is some c o n f u s i o nr i g h ta tt h e  moment. Herman Aishanna 

was correct in  r emark ing  tha t  a well was be ing  l e f t  on a n  i s l a n d  h a l f  t h e  time it 

was supposed t o  b e  t h e r e  b u t  he was j u s t  i n c o r r e c t  on where 

Niakuk w e l l  i ts t h e  Duck Is land  well and t h e  c o u r t  o r d e r  t h a t  

f ede ra l  j udge  as well as t h e  p r e v i o u s  S t a t e  p e r m i t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  

May 1st b u t  Mr. Cook d e c i d e d  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  h e  j u s t  s t a t e d  

t h a t  well  t h e r e  a l l  summer. And t h a t s  t h ec u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  

F l o s s i e  Hopson : 

it was. Its n o t  t h e  

was endedby t h e  

it be removed by 

t o  l e t  t h e  Exxon keep 

Is t h e r e  a s i g n  t h a t  s a y s  youcanchange t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  anytime youwant? O i l  


companiesbeenchangingstipulationsthey set.. . . . . .  That te l ls  m e  t h a t  you 


e a s i l y  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o i l  companies. We know t h a t  f i s h  and game has  a ,  S t a t e ,  where 


they have recommended w a s  i n  t h e s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  work beyond March :.. .... . 

31st .  Now t h a t  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  i n  la ter  time you will p r e t t y  well changeyour mind 


and l e t  e m  s t a y  as long  as necessary. 
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Mike Edwards: 


I have a quest ion.  This st i l l  i s n ' t  c l e a r  i n  my mind becauseI 'vebeenveryinvolved 


w i t h  Mike J e f f e r y  and t h i s  wholelease sale, t h e  Duck Is land  (INTERRUPTED TO CHANGE 


TAPE) Mike Jef fe ryhasbeen  coming t o  my classroom a l l  yeart ry ingtokeepusinformed 


of what has  been  happening  and  s tuf f  main ly  because  th i s  v i l lage  was involved in  


a s u i t  a g a i n s t  Duck I s l a n d .  And I was undertheunderstandingthat,you know, we 


d idn ' t  succeed  in  s topp ing  the  


yes,  I w i l l  make s u r e  t h e y  g e t  

unde r s toodtha ttheS ta t ethen  

do on t h ei s l a n d .  Now am I i n  

opera t ion  a t  Duck I s l and  bu t  t he  Fede ra l  Judge  sa id  

t h e  off.o f f  i s l a n d  by , completely and I 

gave a pe rmi t  t o  a l low them t o  dowhateverthey 

. 

t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  t h e n  c a n  g o  a g a i n s t  

what t he  f ede ra l  j udge  pu t s  down and g i v e s  you another  permit  or  change their  permits .  

I ' m  j u s t  a sk ing  the  ques t ion .  

NO, THE STATE D I D  NOT GO AGAINST ANY COURT RULING.  

But t h e  r i g  is s t i l l  on Duck Is land .  How can it still  be i n  l i t i g a t i o n  t h e n ?  

THAT WASN"T THE ISSUE. 

Motion made and seconded t o  a d j o u r n  ..... 
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